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The mission of ‘The NET’ is to share the fruits of the 
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‘The NET’ is a Lay Apostolate that has the blessing of 
our Bishop, Most Rev Donal McKeown.

With no fixed charge to read this publication, 
donations would be most welcome to help cover costs. 
Annual accounts will be available to view on request.

Bishop Donal reflects on the Pope’s October prayer intention for a Shared Mission…
“We pray that the Church continue to sustain in all ways a synodal lifestyle, as a sign of co-responsibility, 
promoting the participation, the communion and mission shared among priests, religious and lay people”…

All renewal is about how we are re-energised by the Holy Spirit 

Irish representatives at Rome Synod

THE eyes of many will be 
focussed on Rome this month. 
Beginning on October 2 and 
going on until October 27, 
bishops, religious and laity will 
gather for a follow-up to last 
year’s Synodal gathering.

The theme remains the 
same: ‘For a synodal church – 
communion, participation and 
mission.’ Again, the focus is not 
merely on reaching decisions 
about controversial issues but 
on learning how to be church, 
locally and universally, in a way 
that makes space for the Holy 
Spirit to renew us. 

Last year’s deliberations were 
published in a document with 
key areas where prayerful 
discernment is needed. The 
document listed issues where 

there was agreement, areas 
where there was disagreement 
and areas where more work 
needed to be done.

Again, this year the focus is 
on mission. Making disciples 
of all nations was the last 
command that Jesus gave His 
disciples at the Ascension (Mt 
28:26-30). 

For many centuries, the 
Church was confident of 
its mission to bring Christ 
to the world. Scandals and 
widespread criticism have 
damaged that confidence, 
which sometimes led to 
arrogance and abuse of power. 
All renewal is about how we are 
re-energised by the Holy Spirit 
to bring Christ’s mercy and 
healing to a bitterly divided and 

often confused world.
 And that is what Pope 

Francis asks the worldwide 
church to pray for in a special 
way this month. 

 It is particularly suitable, as 
October is the month of the 
year dedicated to the mission 
of Jesus to all peoples, centred 
on Mission Sunday on October 
20. And, at the beginning of the 
month, we celebrate the Feast 
of St Therese of Lisieux, the 
Patroness of the Missions. 

The theme this year is inspired 
by the Gospel of Matthew – 
“Go and invite everyone to the 
banquet”. This theme points to 
one core element of synodal 
renewal. Facing the temptation 
to be frightened by scandals 
and criticism, and to withdraw 

behind high walls built with 
certainty and anger, renewal 
calls us to go out with humility 
and in a spirit of service 

In our own diocese, we are 
trying to promote that spirit 
of synodality at parish and 
diocesan level. It is easy to be 
side-lined into thinking that, 
if we had women priests or 
married priests, we would be 
fine. We could then go back 
to an old model of clericalism 
with a new form of clergy.

But synodal renewal calls us 
to be reformed in how we are 
church and in how we journey 
in faith together. It involves 
finding Gospel ways for priests, 
religious and lay people to 
work together in the service, 
not of the institution but of the 

mission.
This is the renewal that Pope 

Francis asks us to have in our 
prayer for the whole of the 
Synod. God is at work. We just 
need prayerful ears and hearts 
to hear where He is speaking.

THE Irish Bishops’ 
Conference is represented 
by Bishop Brendan Leahy of 
Limerick, and Bishop Alan 
McGuckian SJ of Down & 
Connor, at the second and final 
session of the 16th  General 
Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops in the Vatican.

Also in attendance will be 
Rev Professor Eamon Conway, 
a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Tuam, who will serve the Synod 
as an ‘Expert and Facilitator’, 
Sr Mary Teresa Barron, OLA, 
President of the International 
Union of Superiors General, 
and Sr Patricia Murray 
IBVM, Executive Secretary 
of the International Union of 
Superiors General.

Speaking about the synodal 
process, Julieann Moran, 
General Secretary of the 
Synodal Pathway in Ireland, 
said: “We have journeyed 
together in this universal 
process for three years, and 
thanks to the voices of the 
People of God in Ireland and 
around the world, remarkable 
moments have shaped our 
path. From local communities 
to global platforms, synodal 
listening has moved through 
diocesan, national, and 
continental stages, fostering 
continuous dialogue with the 
Universal Church.

“This synodal process is 
slowly but surely fostering 
participation and co-
responsibility, and the 
discernment of the Pobal Dé 
has been at the heart of the 
journey, guiding the mission 
of the Body of Christ into the 

future. I look forward to the 
continued participation of all 
baptised as we put into practice 
the outcomes from the Synod.”

The task of the second session 
is to complete the discernment 
begun at the first session 
and offer the result of this 

discernment to Pope Francis in 
a final document.

The work of the synodal 
assembly, through plenary 
sessions known as ‘general 
congregations’ and working 
groups, will be divided into five 
‘modules’, which mirror the 
sections of the ‘Instrumentum 
laboris’: Foundations, 

Relations, Pathways, Places and 
Conclusion.

The concluding module will 
be devoted to the discussion and 
approval of the final document, 
which will go to Pope Francis, 
who is responsible under 
the Apostolic Constitution 
‘Episcopalis communio’ for its 
implementation.

Bishop Donal
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Aghyaran: Thursdays, 
10.30am–12 noon.
Ardstraw West & Castlederg: 
Fridays, 10.30am–12 noon, St 
Patrick’s Church.
Badoney Lower: Tuesdays, 
after 12.30 pm Mass until 5 pm, 
St Patrick’s Gortin.
Banagher: Fridays, 10–11am, St 
Joseph’s Church, Fincairn.
Bellaghy: First Fridays, from 10 
am until 6.30 pm, in St Mary's 
Church.
Buncrana: Mondays, Tuesdays 
& Wednesdays, 6am-10pm, and 
Sundays, 2-10 pm, St Mary’s 
Oratory.
Cappagh: Wednesdays, 8-9pm, 
concluding with Night Prayer, 
and Sundays, 3.30-6.30 pm, in 
Christ the King, Strathroy.
Claudy: Tuesdays, after 
10 am Mass until 8 pm, St 
Patrick’s Church, Claudy, and 
Wednesdays, after 10 Mass 
until 8 pm, St Joseph’s Church, 
Craigbane.
Clonmany: Tuesdays, 
7.30-8.30 pm, the Oratory of 

the Assumption, Ballyliffin; 
Wednesdays, 3-4 pm, St 
Columbcille Village, Cleagh; 
Fridays, 3-6 pm (Rosary at 5.40 
pm), St Michael's Church, Urris.
Coleraine: Wednesdays, in St 
John’s Church, 2-4 pm, with 
Rosary at 3:45 pm.
Creggan: Sundays 1.30 pm-6 
pm; Mondays 10.30 am - 7 pm; 
Tue - Sat 10.30 am - 12 pm, 
Divine Mercy Chapel.
Drumquin: Wednesdays, 6 pm 
until Mass at 7.30 pm.
Drumragh: Wednesdays, 
following morning Mass, Sacred 
Heart Church until 5.30 pm.
Errigal: Mondays, after the 
10 am Mass until 2.30 pm, St 
Mary’s Church, Ballerin.
Fahan: Fridays after 10 am 
Mass, St Mura’s Parish Church.
Greencastle (Tyrone): 
Thursdays, 6-10 pm, St Patrick’s 
Church.
Greenlough: Thursdays, 9am–5 
pm, St Oliver Plunkett’s Church.
Iskaheen: Tuesdays, from after 
10 am Mass until 2 pm, St 

Patrick’s Church.
Kilrea: Mondays, 12 noon - 
7pm, St Mary’s Drumagarner. 
Concludes with Benediction.
Killygordon: Thursdays, after 
9.15 am Mass, St Patrick’s 
Church, Crossroads.
Lavey: Fridays, after 9.30 am 
Mass until 5 pm.
Leckpatrick: Wednesdays, after 
10 am Mass until 5.30 pm.
Limavady: Sundays from 3-5 
pm in Christ the King (with 
Confessions).
Magilligan: Wednesdays, 3-7 
pm; First Sundays, 3-6 pm, St 
Aidan’s Church.
Melmount: Mondays, after 10 
am Mass until 6 pm.
Moville: Mondays, 2-9 pm, and 
Wednesdays, 6-9 pm, St Pius X 
Church.
Newtownstewart: Thursdays, 
6.30-7.30 pm, Oratory of Mary, 
Mother of God.
Sion Mills: Fridays, 11 am-6.50 
pm, ending with Benediction 
before 7 pm Mass.
Steelstown: Fridays, from after 
10 am Mass until 6.50 pm.

Strabane (Camus): All day 
every day in the Adoration 
Chapel (Oasis of Peace), at the 
back of the Church.
St Columba’s Long Tower: 
Wednesdays, after 10 am Mass 
until 7.30 pm Mass.
St Eugene’s Cathedral: 
Sundays, 3-6 pm, and Tuesdays, 
10.30 am-7.20 pm.
Three Patrons: Mondays, after 
11 am Mass, concluding with a 
Youth 2000 Holy Hour from 7-8 
pm, in Our Lady’s Chapel, St 
Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. It also 
takes place 7 days a week in the 
Adoration Room in St Brigid’s 
Church, Carnhill, 8 am-6 pm, 
and on Wednesdays, from 10.45 
am – 6.45 pm, in St Patrick’s 
Church, Pennyburn.
Urney & Castlefin: Tuesdays, 
12 noon-8 pm, St Anthony’s 
Chapel.
Waterside: Mondays, 11.30 am-
12.30 pm, St Oliver Plunkett, 
Strathfoyle; Thursdays, 1-6 
pm, Immaculate Conception 
Church; Fridays, 1-6 pm, St 
Columb’s Church.

Eucharistic Adoration in the Diocese
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Visit of St Bernadette’s relic a fitting forerunner to 
Diocesan Consecration journey for families

THE St Bernadette Relic 
Pilgrimage is making its way 
around dioceses in Ireland, and 
will visit St Eugene’s Cathedral on 
October 13 and 14, for which a 
two-day programme of prayer is 
planned.

Fittingly, the praying of the 
Rosary is a prominent feature of the 
programme, as this was the prayer 
close to 14-year-old Bernadette 
Soubirous’ heart, the one she 
prayed with Our Lady during the 
18 apparitions in Lourdes in 1858.

 In each of the apparitions, the 
“beautiful lady”, who proclaimed 
herself to be the Immaculate 
Conception, appeared with 
Rosary beads in her hands while 
Bernadette prayed the Rosary, 
joining in at the ‘Gloria’.

For this reason, the praying 
of the Rosary at Lourdes is very 
popular, creating a wonderful 
spirit of prayer around the Shrine 
and making the nightly candle-
light processions one of the most 
remarkable features of pilgrimages 
there, with each of the thousands 

of pilgrims reciting the prayers of 
petition in their own language yet 
managing to sound as one voice. 
The feeling of many is that Our 
Lady is there praying with them as 
she did with Bernadette.

It is also fitting that the visit of St 
Bernadette’s relic is during what is 
known as the month of the Rosary, 
with the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary celebrated on October 7, 
a few days before the pilgrimage 
arrives in the Derry Diocese, 
and as plans are underway to 
consecrate the Diocese to Jesus 
through Mary on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, February 11, 
following 33 days of praying the 
Rosary as a Diocesan family.

Young Church
Commenting on this special time 

of prayer for the Diocese, Bishop 
Donal said: “Prayer lies at the heart 
of all renewal. And young people 
lie at the heart of having a young 
church. The visit of the relics of St 
Bernadette remind us of Mary's 
motherly care for the church and 
how often apparitions have been 
given to young people - such as the 
14-year-old Bernadette in Lourdes 
in 1858.

“In January, we hope to begin a 
33-day journey, inviting families 
to pray with their children part 
of the Rosary, a journey that 
will conclude with a diocesan 
consecration to Jesus through 
Mary on the Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes on February 11.

“I trust that this will enable us to 
build on the visit of St Bernadette's 
relics and help our young people 
to meditate on the life of Jesus 
through the eyes of Mary, His first 

disciple and the one who loved 
Him most.” 

As the Second Vatican Council 
reminds us, “Mary goes before 
us and accompanies us. The 
silent journey that begins with 
her Immaculate Conception 
and passes through the “yes” of 
Nazareth, which makes her the 
Mother of God, finds on Calvary 
a particularly important moment. 
There also, accepting and assisting 
at the sacrifice of her son, Mary 
is the dawn of Redemption; . . 
. Crucified spiritually with her 
crucified son (cf. Gal. 2:20), she 
contemplated with heroic love the 
death of her God, she “lovingly 
consented to the immolation of 
this Victim which she herself had 
brought forth” (Lumen Gentium, 
58).

For the Consecration journey, 
Dr Blythe Kaufman’s book, ‘Child 
Consecration To Jesus through 
Mary: Following in the Spirit of 
Saint Therese, the Little Flower’ 
will be available for families and 
individuals to use, and copies 
can be obtained at the Cathedral 
during the visit of St Bernadette’s 
relics.

Consecration
Encouraged by the success of the 

Child Consecration in other parts 
of the world, including Scotland, 
America and Nigeria, Blythe told 
‘The Net’: “It is with great joy that 
we now have the first Irish Bishop 
who will be using this book for 
himself and his diocese. Not 
only will Bishop McKeown be 
making the journey but also his 
fellow priests. In many ways this 
journey will be a  ‘Consecration 

to Jesus through Mary led by the 
Shepherds of the Derry Diocese.’

“The plans for this journey build 
on what other Bishops have done 
in the past, but also incorporate 
new elements yet to be done before 
with this book. Bishop McKeown 
will personally lead the day's 
readings and prayers by video. In 
this way, individuals and families 
can join him on this journey from 
their homes. 

“A new element of the journey, 
which will be the first of its 
kind using this book, will be a 
physical journey to parishes of the 
Derry  Diocese over the 34 Days. 
Each evening, a different shepherd 
will host the Consecration from 
a parish with  help from the 
faithful. In this way, individuals 
and families have the opportunity 
to not only attend a night of the 
Consecration journey at their local 
Church but also would be welcome 
at any of the other host locations.

This builds on the invitation 
given by the Church through the 
decades of the faithful making an 
act of consecration as they live 
their faith in the everyday situation 
of life. As Pope Francis said in his 
homily at the act of consecration 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
in March 2022, “This is no magic 
formula but a spiritual act. It is an 
act of complete trust on the part of 
children who, amid the tribulation 
of this cruel and senseless war 
that threatens our world, turn 
to their Mother.  It is like what 
young children do when they are 
scared; they turn to their mother 
for protection.  We turn to our 
Mother, reposing all our fears and 
pain in her heart and abandoning 
ourselves to her.” 

In this spirit, Bishop McKeown 
is inviting the family of faith in the 
Diocese to turn their gaze upon 
Jesus, united with and under the 
motherly mantle of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, journeying together 
in spirit as different parts of the 
diocese will lead the time of prayer.

A map of the journey through the 
diocese will be forthcoming. We 

hope to have participation across 
the diocese. The timing of this 
journey begins January 9, 2025 and 
is a perfect way to begin the Jubilee 
Year. The final day of the journey, 
which will be Consecration Day 
on Tuesday, February 11, will be 
hosted at the Cathedral.” 

Relic Programme
The Derry Diocesan programme 

for the visit of St Bernadette’s relic 
gets underway on Sunday, October 
13, at 2 pm with a Ceremony of 
Welcome, followed by the praying 
of the Rosary at 3 pm, 4 pm and 5 
pm, with Rosary and Devotions at 
6 pm. 

Mass will be celebrated at 7 pm, 
with a Candlelight Procession at 9 
pm. Confessions will be available 
from 3-6 pm.

On Monday, October 14, the 
pilgrimage programme begins 
with the Mass of Our Lady of 
Lourdes at 8 am, followed by the 
Mass of St Bernadette at 10 am. 
The Angelus and Rosary will be 
prayed at 12 noon. 

The Rosary will be prayed again 
at 2 pm, 4 pm and 6 pm, with the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet prayed at 3 
pm and the Stations of the Cross 
at 5 pm. 

Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception will be celebrated 
at 7.30 pm, and the programme 
will come to a close with a Holy 
Hour at 9 pm. Confessions will be 
available from 11 am until 7 pm. 

This time of special pilgrimage 
in October to venerate the relics 

of St Bernadette and our time of 
preparation to journey towards an 
act of consecration as the people 
and families of the Diocese, echoes 
the words of Pope Saint John Paul 
II in his letter on the Rosary, that 
“our entire perfection consists 
in being conformed, united and 
consecrated to Jesus Christ...Since 
Mary is of all creatures the one 
most conformed to Jesus Christ, 
it follows that among all devotions 
that which most consecrates 
and conforms a soul to our Lord 
is devotion to Mary, His Holy 
Mother, and that the more a soul is 
consecrated to her the more it will 
be consecrated to Jesus Christ.” 

May this time of prayer be one 
that unites us to Christ, through 
the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and in company with 
one another. 

Monthly Children’s Rosary 
launched in Long Tower

Maghera Legion of Mary blessed with memorable 
day…when Lourdes came to Knock

ST Columba’s Church, Long 
Tower, is the third in the Diocese 
to have a monthly Children’s 
Rosary.

Launched on Saturday, 
September 28, Children’s Rosary 
will take place in the Long Tower 
on the last Saturday of every 
month at 3 pm.

Children of all ages, 
accompanied by a parent(s)/
guardian(s) are welcome.

Delighted to have the beautiful 
prayer group for children 
underway, Fr Gerard Mongan, 
Adm, said: “This prayer group 
for children is led by Shelaine and 
Marcella, in accordance with the 
Diocesan Safeguarding Policy.”

Children’s Rosary also takes 
place in St Patrick’s Church, 
Claudy, on the first Saturday of 
each month, at 2 pm, and in St 
Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, on the 
second Saturday of the month, at 
2pm.

A lay prayer group movement 

for children founded in America 
over 10 years ago, Children’s 
Rosary is composed of and led by 
children, generally aged 4-14 years 
old, though facilitated by adult 
leaders.

Dedicated to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, the Children’s Rosary 
is now in parishes in over 40 

countries throughout the world, as 
well as in schools and orphanages, 
and is steadily spreading around 
the island of Ireland.

Anyone interested in finding 
out more or starting a Children’s 
Rosary Group can contact 
Blythe by email: blythe@
ChildrensRosary.org.

ST Patrick’s Parish, Maghera, 
Legion of Mary travelled to Knock 
Shrine on Sunday, September 29, 
booking a coach for 39 people 
from the South Derry area to 
participate in the annual Legion 
of Mary ceremonies.

This event is always a much 
anticipated celebration and well 
supported. The overall attendance 
at Knock was large in numbers 
and the Basilica was packed 
at both the 12 noon and 3 pm 
Masses.

There was also an opportunity 
for veneration of the Relic of St 
Bernadette Soubirous – a truly 

memorable day, when Lourdes 
came to Knock.

Everyone enjoyed a spiritual 
day of healing and happiness, 
and were most appreciative 

of the immense work done by 
the local Maghera Praesidium 
involved in organising the pilgrim 
programme, prayers in transit and 
keeping everyone safe. 



THE NET | OCTOBER 20244

Carnhill celebration of five decades 
of education at St Brigid’s PS

THE June celebration of the 
50th anniversary of St Brigid’s 
PS, Carnhill, in Derry, was all the 
more special with the Church in 
the Diocese and on the island of 
Ireland preparing to celebrate the 
1500th anniversary of the death 
of St Brigid in 525.

Speaking to the large 
congregation of school staff and 
pupils, past and present, parents, 
parishioners and special guests 
gathered for the anniversary Mass 
in St Brigid’s Church, Bishop 
Donal remarked that Brigid, one 
of Ireland’s Patron Saints, “must 
have been some woman because 
we remember her every year”.

He added: “Many of the current 
popular figures will be forgotten 
in a few years’ time because they 
are more concerned with making 
money from us than they are with 
inspiring us to be great. But great 
saints have inspired generations 
to believe that they can be saints 
and heroic figures, not just 
entertainers. Fifty years ago, 
people came to this newly built 
area on the edge of Derry. Like 
Brigid, they thought big – and 
built a church and a house and 
they found 15% of the building 
costs of this school. They wanted 
this community to be the best 
that it could be.”

Going on to reflect on the 
message of St Brigid for today, the 
Bishop noted: “Firstly, she was 
a forward-looking builder. She 
wanted to found a monastery, but 
the local lord would not give her 
land. So, she asked for as much 
land as her shawl could cover. 
And the story tells us that the 
piece of cloth grew to cover as 
much ground as she needed. 

“The people who built here 50 
years ago knew that education 
was going to be central if this 

new community in Carnhill was 
going to help our young people 
thrive. They knew that the world 
can be made a better place only 
by people having big hearts and 
not merely by having big wallets. 
Our Christian faith wants to free 
us from a worldview that says that 
here is as good as it gets and that 
I have to grab all I can here and 
now – because there is nothing 
else to hope for. 

Hope
“The bible offers the hope that 

God has great dreams for what we 
can become and what we could 
achieve. And in a very fragmented 
and violent world, young people 
still hunger for hope. They often 
see very strange role models as 
the best that they can expect from 
human beings. In that world, 
your mission statement is clear 
– ‘Be the best that you can be’. 
This school was set up to offer 
Jesus’ message of hope. Never be 
ashamed of it.”

“The second lesson that I learn,” 
he continued, “is that faith in 
Jesus is not an escape from the 
world. It is a call to go out and 
change the world. As our second 
reading said, you have been 
blessed in your teachers, in those 
who wanted pupils to be inspired. 
Over the centuries, so many 
people of deep faith have gone 
from the land of St Brigid to the 
ends of the earth as missionaries, 
teachers, nurses and generous 
volunteers to be, and bring, Good 
News to those who were suffering 
deprivation and injustice. 

“It is strange that people who 
have suffered much themselves 
are often those who are most 
generous in the service of 
others. People who have suffered 
oppression want to show 

solidarity with people who suffer 
elsewhere. They are so often 
inspired by the example of Jesus 
who suffered for us on Calvary. 
The real sign of success for St 
Brigid’s is not merely how many 
past pupils have made lots of 
money for themselves, but how 
the school has inspired people 
to improve the world for others. 
Catholic education has inspired 
much generosity and solidarity 
in this community. For that 
vision of a world renewed, we give 
thanks today.”

Role
Going on to note that many 

people were rightly asking 
whether Catholic education has 
any role in our society, Bishop 
Donal said: “A church document 
from some decades ago wrote 
that the Catholic school exists 
as ‘a centre in which a specific 
concept of the world, of the 
human person, and of history, is 
developed and conveyed’.  Doing 
that in 2024 is quite a challenge. 
But Pope Francis wrote nearly 
20 years ago that if Catholic 
schools do not actively offer a 
different vision to that of the 
dominant ideologies, then we 
are wasting our time. And it is 
very difficult to offer a counter-
cultural worldview. We know 
that, in the past, every aspect 
of the state – political parties, 
media and education – accepted 

that the world should be viewed 
with an eye on the Transcendent. 
Now there is a new culture where 
any reference to God, good and 
bad, sin and forgiveness, or the 
sacredness of the human body, 
is almost socially unacceptable 
because it might make someone 
feel uncomfortable. 

 “Discussions about a new 
Ireland focus merely on political 
structures and on spending 
money. It takes more than new 
structures and more money to 
create a great country. Those who 
come from a faith perspective 
risk being labelled as modern 
heretics, who should be banned 
from infecting young people and 
crucified on the cross of public 
opinion. Thus, the removal of all 
traces of Catholic education is 
almost a political article of faith 
in a secular worldview, the new 
gospel that only an idiot would 
dare to contradict. That is a reality 
that we have to live with.”

Challenges
Giving thanks for what St 

Brigid’s PS has done “to inspire 
love, hope of eternal life, and 
generosity in the pupils who 
chose to attend it”, Bishop Donal 
said: “Be proud of all that has 
been achieved. We all know 
that the school had to function 
during many very painful years 
in this community. We now face 
offering Catholic education in 
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this community in the face of 
many new challenges. But we face 
the future with hope because we 
trust that Jesus is with us all the 
days, until the end of the world. 

 “St Brigid’s will continue to talk 
about God’s dream for the whole 
world. That involves forgiveness 
and reconciliation, justice and 
mercy. In 2024, those values still 
remain the only basis for a human 
flourishing. Jesus still says to us 
here today – go make disciples 
of all nations. The world is still 
waiting for Good News. St Brigid’s 
still wants to inspire faith, hope 
and love. Be proud of that mission. 
God can bless the world if you 
aim, throughout your life, to be 
the best that you can be.”

(The Catholic School (vatican.va) 
para 8)

Bishop Donal was joined on the 
altar by Fr Michael McCaughey, 
who was Three Patrons PP at the 
time, Fr Sean O’Donnell CC Three 
Patrons, Fr Roni Zacharias CC 
Three Patrons, Mgr Andy Dolan, 
Mgr Joseph Donnelly, Fr Gerard 
Mongan, Fr Stephen Ward, and Fr 
Paddy Doherty, with seminarian, 
Lexie Morrison, assisting. 

At the beginning of the 
ceremony, five candles were lit 
to represent five decades of faith, 
learning and the community of St 
Brigid’s PS, and the contributions 
of pupils, staff, governors, parents 
and parish members.

Symbols
Symbols representing various 

aspects of school life were brought 
forward, including: A class photo 
and a family photo to represent 
the gift of family and friendship, 

as well as homes being the first 
place of learning and school 
assisting with education; A school 
textbook and an iPad to symbolise 
the knowledge received and 
learning achieved; A trophy and 
new sports top representing the 
gift of sport and the importance 
of being a team player; Flowers 
to signify the beauty of the world 
that God has created and our duty 
to look after this beautiful gift; 
Musical instruments representing 
the talents and creativity that 
God has given, with music a vital 
part of St Brigid’s PS tradition; a 
Bible as a reminder that Jesus is 
the Word of God and the Teacher 
to follow, and a St Brigid's Cross 
representing the school’s Patron 
and her unwavering dedication to 
God and service to others. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
which was beautifully enhanced 
by the singing of the school choir 
and musical talents of some of the 
pupils, the principal, Ms Mary 
McCallion thanked everyone 
who had been involved in the 
preparations and all who had 
taken part in the anniversary 
Mass. She also paid tribute to the 
staff of the school, the Boards of 
Governors and parents of pupils 
over the years.

As PP, Fr Michael expressed his 
appreciation to all involved in 
the ceremony too, and thanked 
God for the success of St Brigid’s 
PS. He also paid tribute to the late 
Fr Seamus O’Connell as “a great 
stalwart of the parish and school”.

“This school began 50 years ago 
and it is very much part of the 
community, along with St Brigid’s 
College,” remarked Fr Michael, 
going on to thank the principal, 
Ms McCallion for her leadership 
over the years.

Quoting the school’s motto, ‘Be 
the best you can be’, he concluded 
by expressing the hope that this 
will continue to be the case and 
asked God’s blessing on the St 
Brigid’s PS community for many 
years to come.

Refreshments were enjoyed 
afterwards in the school, as well as 
‘Down Memory Lane’ displays.
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Celebrating Mass for new school year, Bishop Donal tells St Pat’s Maghera school community…

Great things possible when all are encouraged to be intelligent 
in own unique way

THE school community of St 
Patrick’s College, Maghera, was 
in good heart as they marked 
the beginning of another 
school year united in prayer 
and joyful singing during Mass 
concelebrated in St Patrick’s 
Church by Bishop Donal, Fr 
Paddy Doherty, PP Maghera, Fr 
Kieran O’Doherty, and Fr Peter 
Madden, PP Ballinascreen.

The ceremony got underway 
with the lighting of candles 
representing each year group 
in the College, as the choir, 
under the direction of Ms Jolene 
Conway, sang Dana’s hymn to St 
Patrick, ‘Light the Fire’.

Noting that St Pat’s had 
celebrated its 60th anniversary 
last year, Bishop Donal remarked: 
“A lot has changed since this 
unique College opened 61 years 
ago. Then, you were breaking new 
ground by having grammar and 
non-grammar pupils in the one 
school. Down through the years, 
you have aimed for excellence in 
academic, vocational, cultural 
and sporting fields. And I have 
no doubt that the booming 
entrepreneurial tradition in 
South Derry and East Tyrone 
can thank St Patrick’s College for 
insisting that every child matters. 

“You have worked on the 
assumption that education is not 
about working out how smart 
everybody is, but about helping 
everybody to discover how they 
are smart. When everybody is 
encouraged to be intelligent in 
their own unique way, then great 
things are possible.”

Going on to speak about an 
Irish Times article he had recently 
read, entitled ‘What are our 
schools doing to our children’, 
the Bishop said: “The thesis of 
the writer was that the huge focus 
on exam results was reducing 
many schools to places where the 
emphasis was on learning content 
that is needed for exams. We fail 

our young people when we focus 
too much on learning for exams 
rather than on learning for life.”

 He also commented on a 
Talkback interview he had heard 
between William Crawley and the 
philosopher, Anthony Grayling, 
where it was suggested that 
education needed to teach not just 
academic content but much more 
history and philosophy. 

Survey
Referring to a recent survey 

of 12–18-year-olds from the 
Republic’s Ombudsman 
for Children, Bishop Donal 
highlighted: “When asked what 
subjects they would like less of 
in school, the most unpopular 
were Irish and science. And 
when asked what they would like 
more of, unexpectedly the most 
popular choice at 34% was for 
religion, followed by psychology 
and drama. 

“The children seem to sense 
that the measure of who we are 
goes much beyond grades and 
earnings, status and awards. I 
know a lot of young people who 
want to live, learn and ask deep 
questions rather than just be 
measured by how well they can 
rhyme off pat answers.”

He added: “So, that made me 
think about what has made St 
Patrick’s into such a good school. 
It is precisely because you have 
refused to reduce the school to 
an information factory, which 
has little to offer except data, 
formulae and facts. I hope that 
we can celebrate today the extra 
that Catholic education still tries 
to hand on, even in these changed 
times.”

“In a culture that says that 
human life before and after birth 
is not really very important,” 
he remarked: “Christianity and 
the Cross says that each human 
being is invaluable and of eternal 
beauty. Value your life because 

we believe in a God who became 
one of us and carried the cross for 
us. That belief rescues us from a 
situation that celebrates some as 
important and scorns others as 
inferior. You live in a world where 
confrontation and condemnation 
scar many. Fight that culture of 
death that leads nowhere.”

Community
The Bishop then went on to 

recall a particular moment he had 
witnessed at the College’s 2017 
Prize-giving Ceremony: “Lots 
of trophies were handed out and 
everybody was clapped politely. 
At the end, a special courage 
award was announced for a 
sixth former who had been badly 
injured in a car accident when he 
got off the bus after school. As he 
limped up to the stage, the whole 
body of students spontaneously 
rose to their feet and cheered. I 
sensed that this was not just a good 
school with high achievement. 
This was a school community 
that has a sense that some things 
in life are more important than 
A*s. Faith invites you to not just 
value yourself and others, but to 
build community where the one 
who limps can be a hero and the 
little one can be a star.”

He continued: “We are torn 
between drowning in bad news 
about war and conflict and losing 
ourselves in constant, hollow 
entertainment – being distracted 
from distraction by distraction. 
Catholic education tries to hand 

on a worldview that says life is 
not meaningless, that mistakes 
and failures do not have the final 
say, that we are not full of sound 
and fury, signifying nothing, that 
we can work together for a more 
human future, that evil does not 
have the last laugh.”

Already a few weeks into the 
start of the academic year, Bishop 
Donal spoke particularly to the 
young people before him: “Some 
of you come with a strong faith 
background. For others here, a 
religious worldview plays little 
role. Whether you believe in Jesus 
or not, be true to your highest 
ideals. Expect a lot from yourself 
and from others. Don’t be trapped 
into a belief that the best we can 
expect is to eat, drink and be 
merry for tomorrow we die. Trust 
that forgiveness is always possible 
and that we are not prisoners of 
the past. Search for beauty in life. 
Be grateful for little things as well 
as for big things. Don’t be afraid 
of silence and of the long journey 
from the head to the heart. 

Peace
 “As St Paul put it 2,000 years ago, 

‘fill your minds with everything 
that is true, everything that is 
noble, everything that we love 
and honour and everything 
that can be thought virtuous or 
worthy of praise. Then the God of 
peace will be with you.’ 

 “In a context of much darkness, 
be salt to the earth and light to the 
world. That is why Christ asks us 
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to gather together each weekend 
for Mass. He wants us to keep 
hearing the divine dream for a 
healed world – and to celebrate 
around the altar our belief that 
the Cross is stronger than all the 
sin of the world put together. 

 “As you face into many agendas 
this year – in school and outside 
it – I repeat the ancient Jewish 
blessing from our first reading - 
May the Lord bless you and take 
care of you; May the Lord be kind 
and gracious to you; May the 
Lord look on you with favour and 
give you peace. Amen.”

 At the end of the ceremony, the 
College principal, Mrs Katrina 
Crilly thanked Bishop Donal for 
taking the time to celebrate Mass 
with them and paid tribute to the 
young students, school staff, and 
the priests who minister to them, 
particularly Fr Paddy Doherty, 

“the backbone” of all that the 
College does.

 Addressing the young people, 
Mrs Crilly told them: “This is the 
beginning of another school year; 
you will never get this year back 
and so it is important to make 
every day count to be the best you 
can be every day, and to make 
someone else’s life better every 
day.”

Encouraging the students to 
find their purpose, she said: “You 
are all here for a different reason 
but you have to find out what that 
is, and that is where faith comes 
in. Life is very busy, so you have to 
make time for silence so that you 
can hear God talking to you…
that is how you will hear what 
your purpose is.”

 The College’s head boy and 
girl then presented Bishop Donal 
with a gift of appreciation.

Bellaghy prepares to open Blessed 
Carlo Acutis Adoration Chapel

Diocesan Youth News

ON the Feast of Blessed Carlo 
Acutis, Saturday, October 12, 
Bishop Donal McKeown will 
celebrate the 7 pm Vigil Mass in St 
Mary's Church, Bellaghy, to bless 
the Prayer Room and dedicate 
it as the Blessed Carlo Acutis 
Adoration Chapel. 

On Friday, August 30, thousands 
of people, including families, 
the sick, the young and the not 
so young, visited the church to 
venerate a relic of Blessed Carlo, 
who is being hailed as ‘the first 
millennial Saint’ (he is due to 
be canonised next year) and as a 
model for young people. 

He died in 2006 at the age of 15, 
having lived a life of exemplary 
faith and charity. By his example, 
he brought many people, 
including his parents, to a fresh or 
renewed understanding of prayer 
and of faith. 

He had a daily appointment 
with Our Blessed Lady – “the 
only woman in [his] life” - during 
which he prayed the Rosary.  He 
believed firmly, as all Catholics 
should, in the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist, and he 
had a very strong devotion to the 
Saints, particularly to St Clare 
and St Francis of Assisi, where his 
mortal remains now rest.

He was a teenager of his time. 
He had friends. He played sports. 
He embraced modern technology, 
using it to create a database on the 
lives of the Saints and to catalogue 
a list of Eucharistic miracles 
around the world. 

He could have wanted for 
nothing but instead wanted 
nothing for himself. He helped 
friends and classmates who were 
being bullied or going through 
difficult times in their personal 
lives. He reached out to the poor 
and needy and offered his services 
in a soup kitchen. At his wake 
and funeral, many beggars and 
other needy people testified to 
his charity, relating previously 
unknown stories of his kindness 
to his parents. 

Fr Pat O'Hagan, parish priest of 
Bellaghy, hopes that the Blessed 
Carlo Acutis Adoration Chapel 
will become a hub of prayer and 
Eucharistic Adoration, not just 
for the parish but also for the 
surrounding area and, perhaps, 
the whole diocese. To the best of 
his knowledge it's the first such 
dedication in the country (but he's 
open to correction on that). He 
hopes it will attract many young 
people, teenagers and others, to 
imitate Blessed Carlo's love for 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.
Blessed Carlo called the 

Eucharist his “highway to 
Heaven” and said that, just as 
spending time in the sun gives us 
a suntan, time in front of Jesus in 
the Eucharist will make Saints of 
us all. 

Those who visit the Chapel 
will be encouraged to pray 
in particular for the youth of 
today, especially those who are 
struggling with faith or with any 
of the range of issues affecting the 
world in the 21st century. 

At the time of writing, while the 
Prayer Room is being prepared, 
the Parish of Bellaghy is forming 
an Adoration group, and the 
timetable for Adoration and other 
devotions will be published soon.  

Blessed Carlo Acutis, pray for us. 

THE Derry Diocesan Youth 
Team is offering an exciting 
opportunity for young musicians 
and singers in the Diocese to be 
part of a new Diocesan Folk Music 
Group.

Young people aged 16+ who 
are interested are invited to 
come along to the Cathedral 
Hall, Infirmary Road, Derry, on 
Tuesday, October 8, from 6.30-8 
pm. The venue is open to changing 
around the Diocese, relative to 
sign-ups.

Pope John Paul II Award 
students interested will be able to 
use the initiative for the Award 
programme.

The Youth Team has also 
announced another great 
opportunity for young people in 
the Diocese, aged 14 upwards, in 
association with Youth Link. It is a 
one-year course called ‘Empower 
to Transform’ and will be 
delivered alongside the Diocesan 
Youth Director, Lizzie Rea. and 
Diocesan Youth Co-ordinator, 
Niamh McLaughlin.

The course will be on Monday 
nights, from 5.30-7.30 pm, starting 
on October 21 in the Cathedral 
Hall, and will run weekly until 
May. This will also count towards 
Pope John Paul II hours for Award 
students.

 Spaces are limited for this 
course, which will involve 

residentials with other groups, 
Good Relations input, Youth 
Ministry training, and an 
opportunity to achieve an A level 
½ qualification.

Further information can be 

obtained by contacting Lizzie 
or Niamh at the Catechetical 
Centre within the grounds of St 
Eugene’s Cathedral. Telephone: 
028 71264987.
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No Posadas for the Playgroup by Regina Deighan
MOST all of us are captivated by 

the story of the nativity of Christ. 
Because of our own liturgical and 
familial celebrations of Christmas, 
we love the images of the Christ 
Child in the manger, being adored 
by His parents, the shepherds, and 
the magi. We can place ourselves 
in those scenes of a dark winter’s 
night, with the star of Bethlehem 
beaming in the sky. However, we 
don’t often consider the hours 
leading up to that ‘Silent Night’. 

We all know the story of Mary 
and Joseph seeking shelter in the 
busy ancestral home of Joseph, 
just before Mary is about to give 
birth. They are turned away from 
the crowded inns, and are finally 
offered a humble shelter used for 
animals and a manger for the 
Saviour’s crib. For those of us 
who have welcomed children into 
the world, the idea of not having 
somewhere to go to deliver the 
baby is an incredibly stressful 
consideration! In Mexico, this 
often-unconsidered event is 
remembered with a nine-night 
festival called ‘Las Posadas’, or ‘The 

Inns’ (16-24 Dec). Each night of the 
festival, children lead a procession 
(followed by the adults) from 
house-to-house requesting shelter, 
in imitation of Mary and Joseph 
seeking shelter. At each home, 
until the final one, they are told to 
continue on their way, there is no 
shelter here.

It is no surprise that many 
people are struggling financially 
at the moment due to the rising 
costs of living, with little increase 
in income. These struggles 
affect individuals, families, and 
communities alike. One affected 
community is the rural townland 
of Magilligan. Located northeast 
of the City of Derry, at the foot of 
Binevenagh Mountain, Magilligan 
has a small, but mighty, populace. 
The Magilligan Playgroup has 
been a consistent presence in the 
area for around 30 years. Serving 
the young population of three and 
four year-olds, it is a nurturing 
cradle for the townland’s children, 
allowing them to begin to explore 
the world around them, to develop 
relationships, and to have a soft 

introduction to school. While 
never boasting a large number 
of pupils, it has been a home, ‘a 
posada’, for many young souls, 
and is now under threat of being 
lost forever. 

In early August, the playgroup 
teacher, Deborah Doherty, had a 
meeting with the Trustees of the 
Playgroup who informed her that 
the playgroup in Magilligan would 
not re-open the following month 
because of a financial deficit. Her 
job and the futures of Magilligan’s 
young students were pulled out 
from under her in a matter of 
moments, less than a month from 
the beginning of the new school 
year. 

Reflecting a year of low birth 
rates (likely corollary to the 
Covid-19 pandemic), playgroups 
around all of Northern Ireland 
are receiving reduced funding 
due to low numbers. Funding is 
provided based on the number of 
students; without the number of 
students that equals operational 
costs, playgroups, like the one in 
Magilligan, are facing deficits. 

The available grants are hot 
commodities because of these 
deficits; however, they are being 
gifted to the bigger schools. 

This leaves the small community 
of Magilligan without a suitable 
educational option for the youngest 
of its citizens. While there is no 
guarantee that the playgroup will 
remain permanently closed if the 
numbers rise in the future, there is 
almost no evidence to the contrary. 
Generally, once a playgroup closes 
its doors, it does not re-open. This 
would have devastating outcomes 
as there are no other options 
nearby - Limavady and Castlerock 
are the next closest places.

However, they are inconveniently 
located for a population that has 
many multi-children families 
(that must get their other children 
to school at the same time), non-
drivers, and limited options for 
public transportation. And this is 
only considering the immediate 
causes. Long term consequences 
could affect further government 
funding for the area, and a 
decrease in population as families 

have to move closer to schools. 
Maggie Neill, the mother of 

a current playgroup student, 
emphasized the following: “If 
the playgroup were to close it 
would have a huge impact on the 
development of the young people 
of our community, as there is no 
easily accessible alternative. It 
would impact the early education 
of this community for years to 
come.” 

If the heart of Northern Ireland 
beats within its small villages, then 
something must be done to sustain 
them, beginning with families 
who are the building blocks of 
society as they grow and form 
future citizens.

The reality is that, whether it 
is the Magilligan Playgroup or 
another tiny school, all parts of 
society show a continual disregard 
for the dignity of the human 
person. The most vulnerable in 
our society remain constantly at 
risk. Of course, there are financial 
bottom lines to meet; yet, at the 
same time, we cannot put a price 
tag on the value of an individual 

and the support and nurturing of 
the youngest members of society. 

Christ is reflected in the soul of 
every human person. When we do 
not serve the needs of others, we 
do not serve Christ (cf. Matthew 
25). Refusing to sustain a loving 
environment leaves our future 
generation without a ‘posada’. 
Just as Mary and Joseph, even in 
their most desperate moment, 
sought a safe place to bring Jesus 
into the world, so the children of 
Magilligan stand on the doorstep 
of the Playgroup, their ‘posada’, 
in hopes that the doors will be 
opened to them, and they are bid 
to enter. 

For more information on how 
you can help save the Magilligan 
Playgroup, please follow their 
page on Facebook: Magilligan 
Community Playgroup. The 
community is working to pay the 
deficit themselves and is seeking 
assistance in achieving this 
goal. Currently a Go Fund Me 
campaign is running. You can visit 
it here: https://www.gofundme.
com/f/7rd5gr-save-our-playgroup. 

Families from Derry Diocese join many from around Ireland at latest Catholic Mothers Ireland initiative, as… 

All Ireland Primate launches inaugural National Family Day by Sinéad Strong

IN May of this year, Catholic 
Mothers Ireland had a meeting 
with Archbishop Eamon Martin 
to talk about the group and 
what we are planning over the 
coming year. One of the topics for 
discussion was an annual Mass 
and Family Day on a Marian 
feast day, where we would receive 
a blessing to go forward for the 
year to carry out and build on our 
mission. 

Archbishop Eamon agreed that 
this would be important for us as a 
group and suggested the Saturday 
nearest the Feast of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin. The date 
was set for Saturday, September 
7, and we began preparations for 
our inaugural Annual National 
Family Day in Tullysaran, Co 
Armagh.

Families from all over Ulster, 
Louth, Dublin and Meath 
descended on Tullysaran 
on a beautiful sunny day for 
Mass,which was celebrated by 
Archbishop Eamon. In his homily, 
he spoke at length about the great 
model Mary is as a mother, and 
how all creation rejoices at the 
birth of Our Lady. Thank God for 
the gift of His Mother. 

“She is the flower of the field 
from whom bloomed the precious 
lily of the valley. Through her 
birth the nature inherited from 
our first parents is changed.” (St 
Augustine)

As we celebrated the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Archbishop Eamon encouraged 
us to join with her in the gifts, 
joys and sorrows of motherhood, 

and prayed that the Lord would 
open our ears to hear the word 
of God and our lips to proclaim 
it, and that we may be opened 
to whatever God is asking  of us 
in our vocations as wives and 
mothers.

The day also saw us marking 
a very important milestone for 
Catholic Mothers Ireland, with the 
official launch of our membership 
at the Mass. Archbishop Eamon 
gave a beautiful blessing for all 
the members and mothers in 
attendance, as well as blessing our 
membership pins. He encouraged 
us all to go out and bring Christ 
to all we meet through the work 
of Catholic Mothers Ireland. 
This was a very special moment 
for our Apostolate, as we seek to 
build a community of faith-filled 

Catholic mothers across Ireland.

Together
After Mass, we gathered in the 

hall to spend some time together 
chatting, having food and doing 
some fun activities for the 
children. This is a very important 
part of our days, taking time 
out and getting to know other 
families of faith. 

One mum shared: “Sinéad, we 
had a fantastic day. As you say, no 
words to describe how amazing it 
was. I really felt the power of the 
Holy Spirit and it is always lovely 
to meet new and old faces.” 

It was a great day for everyone 
and we are looking forward to 

our Second National Mass next 
year! 2025 will also be the 10th 
anniversary of Catholic Mothers 
Ireland, so we will be planning 
a number of special events 
throughout the year to mark the 
occasion.

Catholic Mothers Ireland is 
designed to support women in 
the many roles we have in life: as 
mothers; wives; daughters; sisters; 
and friends. It is a ministry about 
women bonded by their vocation 
and their Catholic Faith, who 
come together to share the joys 
and struggles of motherhood. 
It is hoped that, through the 
group, we will come to a deeper 
understanding of our Faith and 

draw closer to Jesus. 
As well as our Family days, we 

run Retreat Days for mums only, 
as a way for them to connect with 
other mums and to deepen their 
Faith, so they can get the support 
and encouragement they need in 
their vocation. To find out when 
our next retreat is taking place, 
or if you are interested in finding 
out more about Catholic Mothers 
Ireland, please visit www.
catholicmothers.ie . Membership 
is open to all mothers over the 
age of 18 who are baptised, in 
communion with the Roman 
Catholic Church, and committed 
to living out their vocation in the 
spirit of Christ’s love and service. 
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Rejoicing over 60 years of worship in Desertegney chapel, Fr Bradley highlights…

Star of the Sea Church a precious symbol of ‘The Parish’

Long Tower Ministers of the Word & the Eucharist commissioned

THE 60th anniversary of the 
opening of Star of the Sea Church, 
Desertegney, in the Buncrana 
Parish, was celebrated on Sunday, 
August 25.

The Diamond Jubilee Mass 
was concelebrated by Fr 
Frank Bradley, PP, and Fr Neil 
McGoldrick.

Describing the occasion as one 
to be greatly rejoiced, Fr Frank 
told those gathered: “It gives us the 
chance to celebrate this building 
and all that it symbolises, to recall 
the priests and people who built 
it, and to thank God for the faith, 
the hope and the trust which they 
placed in Him and in us – a trust 
which we have proven worthy of.”

He remarked: “Diamond is an 
interesting substance. Back in 
the day, when we were learning 
something about Chemistry in 
the classroom, we were taught 
how diamond is one of the 
allotropes of carbon; carbon 
being the most commonly 
available substance on earth. 
Allotropes are substances which, 
though chemically identical, 
are structured differently at the 
molecular level. The result of this 
is that the allotropes have very 
different properties. 

“Diamond and Graphite, for 
example, are two allotropes, 
chemically identical but 
structurally different. Graphite, 
like the lead in your pencil, is 
opaque, soft and brittle, a great 
conductor of heat and electricity, 
and cheap as chips. Diamond, 
on the other hand, is clear, one 
of the hardest substances known 
to man (used to tip drilling bits 
and cutting discs), a wonderful 
insulator of heat and electricity, 
and expensive beyond belief…
why else would they be a lady’s 
best friend. You can see how 
different their properties are. 

“Now the magic lies in the fact 
that you can convert graphite 
into diamond – the earth does 

it all the time – all you need is 
heat, pressure and time. And 
that is what we are celebrating 
here today too, the fact that this 
church, which made and makes 
its own mark on the landscape 
here and on the development of 
Irish Architecture, has withstood 
the tests of heat, pressure and 
time, and has become the precious 
symbol of ‘The Parish’. 

“Star of the Sea Church is a 
shelter in which we gather, the 
gate of heaven in which we pray, 
and the place which indelibly 
marks the significant moments in 
time for so many people here in 
their lives, from Baptism, through 
Confession and Communion, to 
Marriage and the Funeral Rites of 
Christian Burial, by which we are 
commended to the God of love to 
live with Him in the eternity to 
come.”

“From Old Testament times,” 
continued Frank, “it has always 
been good to gather people 
together, as did the prophet 
Joshua. Like Shechem in ancient 
Israel, this Star of the Sea Chapel, 
in Desertegney, has come to 
symbolise the faith which a 
people place in their God, and 
their intention to serve Him and 
Him alone. Like the Israelites, 
the people here, who like the 
generations before them going 
back to the time of St Egney 
himself and the monks and 
people he gathered around him, 
have never deserted God. 

Marriage
“This Chapel, standing white 

against the grey-green landscape 
to the rear, symbolises the close 
marriage relationship which 
St Paul describes in the second 
reading. Here, God feeds us as 
a husband looks after his wife; 
here God and us become one 
every time we celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist, the Mass, which is the 
foretaste of the wedding feast of 

the Lamb of God in Heaven.
“We have listened these last four 

Sundays to Jesus telling us that He 
is the Bread of Life, and that if we 
eat this Bread we will live forever. 
As in the Gospel, not everyone 
accepts or believes this then or 
now, so the purpose for which this 
church, like every church, was 
built is still a work in progress. 

“In the time of Jesus, when He 
told His disciples this, we’re told 
that many left Him and stopped 
going with Him. There are many 
today who have left and have 
stopped going. But this is no 
reason to give up. It is those who 
have not left and still go who keep 
the flag flying in the hope that 
others will return and resume 
living a life of faith. 

 “As Jesus said to His disciples 
so, too, He says to us, ‘What about 
you, do you want to go away too?’ 
But we answer, as Peter did, ‘Lord, 
who shall we go to? You have the 
message of eternal life, and we 
believe; we know that you are 
the Holy One of God.’ That is 
why we come here, that is why 
we celebrate the sacraments here, 
that is why this church is looked 
after so well inside and out, that 
is why we take pride in it; it is 
where we encounter God and He 
encounters us and keeps close to 
us always.”

Commending Liam 
McCormick, the architect, Fr 
O’Brien, the Parish Priest, and all 
the priests and people at the time, 
for doing a great job, Fr Frank 
added: “And we are doing a great 
job today when we remain faithful 
to their vision and hope. It is here 
that we become the people that 
God and they wanted us to be. 

“As St Augustine wrote about 
the Holy Eucharist, ‘O noble 
Christian, your mystery is placed 
on the table of the Lord; receive 
this mystery. Believe what you see 
and receive who you are.’ Here, 
it is our own mystery that we are 
receiving. May this continue for 
centuries to come.”

THE importance of the Word 
and the Eucharist, and the full and 
active participation of the faithful 
in the Liturgy were highlighted by 
Fr Gerard Mongan, Adm Long 
Tower, during the celebration 
of Mass where Ministers of the 
Word and the Eucharist were 
commissioned for ministry in St 
Columba’s Church.

Referring to the Mass for the 
closing of the five-day Eucharistic 
Congress in the American City 
of Indianapolis, which had been 
attended by 50,000 during the 
summer, Fr Gerard noted: “It 
has been described as a new 
Pentecost, a revival where many 
people have rediscovered their 
faith again, lives changed forever 
in a rekindling of the Catholic 
faith in America…especially in 

the Eucharist: Not a Symbol; Not 
a piece of bread; Not a communal 
snack. It's the real Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ Almighty; 
the miracle in our midst at every 
Mass.”

Speaking of the miraculous 
multiplication of five loaves 
by Jesus to feed 5,000 people, 
Fr Gerard asked: “Can we see 
the basic structure of the Mass 
in what Jesus did for those 
thousands? Jesus ‘took the bread, 
blessed it, broke it and gave it to all 
who were sitting ready’ – the same 
words the other three evangelists 
and St Paul use for the institution 
of the Eucharist at the Last Supper 
(cf. Mt 26:26; Mk 14:22; Lk 22:1; 1 
Cor 11:25).”

He added: “Now the form of the 
Mass, it’s structure and format 

has certainly developed since the 
night of the Last Supper when 
Christ instituted the Mass, the 
offering of bread and wine which 
were to be the living signs of His 
Body and Blood offered on the 
cross the following day – the 
supper and the sacrifice - one 
event – made present on every 
altar ever since.”

“It must break the Lord’s heart,” 
he continued, “to see the division 
and disunity over the form of 
celebrating the Holy Mass - the 
extraordinary form of Latin from 
the 4th century right up to the 
1960s and the Ordinary form 
which we are used to today.

“If we want to know how the 
Mass was celebrated in the early 
centuries, the outline of the Mass 
of the Jerusalem Church is given 

in Acts 2:42 - Liturgy of the Word, 
Liturgy of the Eucharist, Prayer. 
Probably very simple and more 
like a shared meal, such as at the 
Last Supper.”

Fr Gerard pointed out that 
the Mass as we know it since 
Vatican II, was similar to the 
form celebrated in the very early 
Church, “which Pope Francis has 
reasserted as the official liturgy 
of the Mass in the Roman Rite – 
which encourages ‘full and active 
participation’ of the Faithful.” 

“That is why we are privileged 
to have the commissioning of our 
new Ministers of the Word and 
Eucharistic Ministers,” he said, 
adding: “We are so grateful for our 
current Ministers and those who 
have generously offered to give 
of themselves to proclaim God’s 

Word or assist in the distribution 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord 
to the Faithful.

“We honour and revere the 
sacred Word of God and Christ’s 
teaching on the Eucharist. We 
believe with all our hearts that it 

is the same Jesus who performs 
the miracle - who ‘takes, thanks, 
blesses, breaks and gives’ the 
bread which really is His very self, 
in every valid Mass, in whatever 
valid form it is celebrated.”
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Archbishop Eamon celebrates Mass of thanksgiving for Lifford Golden & Diamond anniversaries…

Clonleigh parishioners encouraged to renew faith 
commitment during special Jubilee Year

THE double anniversary 
celebrations in the Parish 
of Clonleigh continue, with 
parishioners welcoming 
the Primate of All Ireland, 
Archbishop Eamon Martin as the 
main celebrant of a special Mass 
in St Patrick’s Church, Murlog, 
Co Donegal, to mark the Golden 
Jubilee of the Parish on Sunday, 
August 25.

They are also celebrating the 
60th anniversary of St Patrick’s 
Church, which was filled with 
the magnificent sound of the 
special choir for the occasion, 
consisting of members of the 
Parish Choir and St Eugene’s 
Cathedral Choir, conducted by 
Maghnus Monaghan, a Clonleigh 
parishioner.

Archbishop Eamon expressed 
his appreciation of the guard of 
honour provided outside by the 
children from the local schools 
as he processed in with Fr Colm 

O’Doherty PP, for whom the 
occasion was the last major 
celebration in Clonleigh before 
taking up his new appointment as 
parish priest of Moville.

Recalling an ancient Latin 
hymn often sung at the 
dedication or anniversary of a 
church, ‘Locus iste a Deo factus 
est’ – ‘This place was made by 
God; a priceless sacrament; it is 
without reproach’ – the Armagh 
Archbishop remarked: “It’s the 
perfect prayer for our gathering 
today, because when you visit this 
beautiful Church of St Patrick, 
you are instinctively drawn to 
prayer and moved to give thanks 
and praise to God.”

He added: “This Church is 
a fine example of the unique 
talent of the great architect, Liam 
McCormick; but it is much more: 
it is a living place of worship. For 
six decades now, people have 
come here to lift their hearts and 

minds to God in thanksgiving, 
petition, sorrow and intercession 
for others. I think today of 
the many baptisms, first 
communions and confirmations, 
the weddings ,the funerals, the 
millions of prayers offered up 
here over 60 years -   in times of 
joy, worry, sorrow, happiness, 
decisions, exams, relationships, 
hopes, fears, pleading, thanking...

Beating heart
“In this Jubilee year for the 

Church and for the parish, it 
is good to say thanks to God 
for the skill and dedication of 
those who constructed this 
building in the early 1960s to 
replace the old church, which 
was almost 150 years old. 
And we also acknowledge all 
those who, over the years, have 
continued to maintain, enhance, 
and reorder this sacred space 
for successive generations. St 
Patrick’s represents the hopes and 
sacrifices of our forebears; it links 
us to the many people who have 
gone before us and those who 
will come after us to pray. Please 
God, St Patrick’s will remain as a 
beating heart of God’s presence in 
this community for many years to 
come.”

Archbishop Eamon went on to 
note that, throughout the jubilee 
celebrations, the parishioners 

had kept in mind that the Church 
was more than any building – but 
made up of people “growing in 
faith together”, as indicated by 
parish’s Jubilee theme. 

He remarked: “You are marking 
this year, a double jubilee - the 
60th anniversary of the church 
and the golden jubilee of the 
parish as an independent unit. 
One day this beautiful building 
may begin to fall into ruin, or lie 
empty, and a decision will have 
to be taken to restore or replace 
it, or not… On that day, what 
will be important is the extent to 
which faith and hope and prayer 
has been kept alive in the hearts 
and families of the people of this 
parish and its surroundings.”

Referring to the day’s second 
reading, in which St Peter was 
writing to the Christian people of 
Asia Minor, Archbishop Eamon 
noted: “They had first heard the 
good news of Jesus Christ from St 
Paul, but now many were giving 
up, struggling to keep the faith 
alive, because of persecution and 
outside influences pulling them 
away from their faith. 

Living stones
“St Peter wrote: ‘Christ is the 

living stone, rejected by human 
beings but chosen by God and 
precious to Him; set yourselves 
close to Him so that you, too, 
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may be living stones making a 
spiritual house…’.”

“I’m sure you’ve heard the 
story of the call of St Francis in 
the 12th century,” continued the 
Archbishop: “He was praying in 
the small, crumbling church of 
San Damiano, in Assisi, when 
he heard the Lord speaking to 
him, saying, ‘Go and rebuild my 
church which is falling in ruins.’ 
St Francis immediately wanted to 
get to work and begin rebuilding 
the physical structure of the place 
but he soon realised that what 
God was really talking about was 
rebuilding the faith.

“These examples remind us that 
beautiful churches of bricks and 
mortar, and sacred art and relics, 
are pretty pointless unless we and 
our children and grandchildren 
know Jesus, and hold in our 
hearts and daily lives the hope 
and joy and sense of purpose 
and mission that knowing Jesus 
brings. Wouldn’t it be a shame 
if in years to come this beautiful 
house of prayer became simply 
another tourist stop for visitors to 
Donegal - to be told ‘people used 
to come here decades ago in their 
hundreds to praise the one they 
called God.’?”

He went on to highlight that 
the first reading of the day had 
told about how “in ancient times, 
Joshua gathered the people 
together and presented them with 
a choice: you either desert God 
and go back to your old ways and 
useless idols, or stay with God 
who knows and loves you. The 
people said: ‘We will serve the 
Lord for He is our God’.”

Referring to the Gospel reading 
from John 6, he noted: “We are 
told how the disciples had to 
make a choice; many followers 
of Jesus had begun to desert him, 
and were complaining about His 
teaching. What was it that they 
couldn’t accept? We have a clue, 
because we’ve been reading from 
chapter 6 of John’s Gospel for the 
past four Sundays; those passages 
where Jesus says, ‘I am the bread 
of life. I am the living bread which 
has come down from Heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will 
live for ever; and the bread that I 
shall give is my flesh, for the life 
of the world’.

Eternal life
“Some people found these 

claims intolerable language and 
they began to turn away from 
Jesus. Eventually, Jesus was left 

only with Simon Peter and his 
closest companions - so like 
Joshua in the ancient times, Jesus 
turned to them and gave them a 
choice, ‘What about you? Do you 
want to go away too?’ And Simon 
Peter answers, ‘Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the message 
of eternal life’.”

“That remains the reason”, 
said Archbishop Eamon, “why 
we choose to stay with the Lord, 
why we build beautiful Churches 
like this one, why we want to 
teach our children, and our 
grandchildren to know, love and 
serve God. Because otherwise - to 
whom shall we go? Shall we follow 
the shallow, empty promises and 
attractions of this crazy mixed-
up world? Of course not! Because 
Jesus has the message of eternal 
life.

“Today, as we thank God for 
this beautiful place of worship, 
which is part of who we are as 
a parish, diocese and Church, I 
pray to God that this jubilee year 
will be a moment of great grace 
for you, and that you will renew 
your commitment to faith during 
these special days, pledging as 
the people did back in the time of 
Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord, 
for He is our God, because we 
are the living stones, making up 
a spiritual house’.”

Following a loud applause from 
the congregation in appreciation 
of his homily, Archbishop Eamon 
invited the people to renew their 
baptismal promises on this 
special occasion for their parish.

 In another special touch, one of 
the gift-bearers in the Offertory 
Procession was parishioner, 
Anne Gallagher, who had 
brought up the gifts at the 
opening of St Patrick’s Church 60 
years ago, and again at the Mass 
to mark Clonleigh becoming an 
independent parish 50 years ago.

 As the ceremony drew to a 
close, Fr Colm thanked the 
Archbishop for coming along to 
help them celebrate the Golden 
and Diamond Jubilees, and 
everyone who took part in liturgy.

Afterwards, Archbishop Eamon 
crossed the road to Scoil Naomh 
Padraig for a tree planting 
ceremony to mark the opening 
of a Sensory Garden within the 
school grounds, before joining 
parishioners for refreshments 
at Lifford Social Centre, known 
locally as ‘The Old Bakery’.
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WITH the new school year underway, Cara-leigh writes 
about her appreciation of starting off Year 13 with an 
in-school retreat, for time to reflect on the importance of 
trusting God and not worrying, and Bronagh reflects on 
devotion to St Pio, Patron Saint of teenagers and those 
experiencing stress.

Seán shares his experience of being a part of the Derry 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock and its message of hope for 
the oppressed and poverty-stricken, and blessing for the sick 
and elderly, while Niamh writes about the Catholic Church’s 
long association with the care of the sick.

Luke writes about the symbolism of water in Christianity, 
while Erin reflects on the sin of pride, and James looks at the 
call to be humble and open to serving others. 
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Knock - a special place touched directly by the glory of 
Heaven by Seán

ON September 28, I had the 
privilege of going on the Derry 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock 
Shrine, in Co Mayo. Throughout 
my childhood, I have visited 
Knock on several occasions 
and, as usual, the surreal 
transcendence of the place that 
is often overlooked by those less 
keen of heart and mind was an 
excellent sensation to refresh 
within me. 

The very sense of being aware 
that, at this very location, the 
Virgin Mary chose to make 
another physical appearance in 
the world in 1879 is quite hard to 
put into words, that being such a 
wondrous and glorious privilege 
for us to have on this island that 
we call home. 

Such a silent apparition seems 
so very meaningful, despite being 
only visual, such warmth, love, 
and faith delivered from a single 
appearance in a deprived place, 
when Connacht was oppressed 
and condemned to poverty. 

As Jesus outlined in His 
Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed 
are those who are poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:4). It is those 
Christians who appear to have 
lost hope on the surface that can 
be the most aware of their faith 
and glorious salvation that it may 
deliver to them.

My bus arrived at Knock 
around midday, with the group 
representing St Columb’s College, 
Derry. The first few hours were a 
time I dedicated to a renaissance 
for myself, rediscovering and 
reminding myself of the layout of 
the small town, the Basilica and 
its neighbouring chapels. 

My first order of business was to 
fill bottles at the Holy Water fonts 
for my family, and then I walked 
to the underground Chapel 
of Reconciliation to pray for a 
while, where there was also the 
opportunity for Confession. Out 
of each of the locations in Knock, 

I must admit that I honestly 
preferred the atmosphere of this 
chapel over anywhere else. It 
was dark and shadowy, and had 
the nostalgic scent of burning 
candles, with the only other light 
than the candles being that which 
was pouring down through the 
skylight in the ceiling above the 
altar, illuminating that area and 
the large mosaic behind it. This 
amount of light, however small, 
served as a reminder to me that 
no matter how dark and grim 
things may seem, Christ is, as He 
said Himself, “The light of world; 
the one who follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have 
light and life.” (John 8:12).

Our faith in God will be our 
salvation from the gloomy 
darkness, and it is peaceful 
moments like these, praying in 
the dark, that remind me that we 
are not alone; we are loved, and 
we can be saved, even if often we 
forget that and drift into a lonely 
and misled state of mind that 
condemns us to act in ways that 
Christ indicated to be sinful and 
wrong.

At two in the afternoon, the 
final components of the Diocesan 
pilgrimage arrived and we were 
ready to properly begin our 
schedule, which was to start with 
the Stations of the Cross and a 
processional walk while reciting 
the Rosary. As a statue of the 
Virgin Mary was pushed at the 
front of the Diocesan procession, 
we followed and stopped at each 
Station. When we had covered 
all 14 Stations, we continued on 
a calculated route through the 
Processional Square, praying the 
Rosary as it was relayed through 
the many loudspeakers in the 
area. 

The cold chill of the air was to 
my liking, and the sharp edge 
only added to the ambience 
of the situation, helping my 
thinking as I walked. The feeling 
of unison, walking with so many 

people from my Diocese, was 
an experience that reminded 
me of my time on the Lourdes 
Pilgrimage three months earlier. 

Mosaic
Our procession led into the 

Basilica and the statue of Mary 
was brought to a halt below the 
altar. My group was lucky enough 
to get seats directly opposite the 
massive mosaic high up on the 
wall, which Bishop McKeown 
told our group of College boys 
afterwards consisted of 1.5 
million small pieces of tile. 

The mosaic depicts the moment 
of the apparition, in 1879, when 
Mary appeared by the original 
church of Knock before it became 
known for its significance. As an 
artist myself, I couldn’t help but 
gaze up and admire the amount 
of time, effort, and consideration 
that was needed to create such a 
magnificent work of art for an 
equally magnificent and sacred 
location.

Bishop McKeown was the main 
celebrant of the Mass for the 
Diocese, and it was a privilege 
to be able to look around in all 
directions of the hexagonal-
shaped Basilica and see it almost 
completely filled. It was a pleasure 
to hear the Long Tower Parish 
choir sing beautifully throughout 
the Mass. The Mass was very 
important for the Diocese, as it 
included an anointing of the sick 
and elderly, something I believe 
is vital in our community. Our 
prayers to God must extend far 
beyond our personal interests; 
they must include prayers for 
the elders of our community 
and those who are unfortunately 
hindered by the grips of illnesses 
and disease.

The Bishop made a notable 
point during his homily, which 
stuck in my mind more than any 
other moment during the entire 
Mass. He outlined how each of 
the Virgin Mary’s apparitions 
occurred in places like Knock and 
Lourdes, which at the times of 
the appearances were both poor 
places. It is never people materially 
privileged who are visited by 
someone Divinely sent, it is those 
who are diminished in spirit but 

who remain faithful to God and 
will be blessed with Heaven. I 
interpreted this point in the sense 
that the more someone gains in 
material wealth, the farther you 
can stray from spiritual wellbeing 
and awareness.

My own sense of spiritual 
awareness is very important to 
me. I am very fond of thinking, 
and do not think that I would be 
able to function properly without 
my quiet moments of reflection in 
the dark, when there is nothing 
to disturb me and draw me out 
of the confines of my mind. A 
person’s ability to think is an 
intellectual gift and is wasted 
when dedicated to obsessing over 
tangible possessions. What is a 
human who does not think about 
their own existence and God, 
who gave them life and love? 

I particularly love how Matthew 
presented this logic in his gospel, 
writing, “Do not store up treasures 
for yourself here, on earth, where 
moth and rust will destroy it; and 
where thieves can steal it. Store 
up treasures for yourself with 
God, where no moth or rust can 
destroy it, no thief come and steal 
it. For where your treasure is, 
there, also, will your heart be.” 
(Matthew 6:19-21).

The Diocesan pilgrimage to 
Knock reminded me that life is 
but a trial, one in which we are 
placed in this world, cruel and 
beautiful in perfect duality, so that 
our heart can be tested. Will we 
dedicate it to material treasures, 
or will we place the trust of our 
hearts in God, and have faith in 
Him and His love and promise of 
eternal salvation in His kingdom? 
Those who seek selfish fulfilment 
on earth will have none when 
they drift away into that which is 
beyond our comprehension, but 
those who seek to be faithful on 
earth will be rewarded with what 
they lacked on earth, and far 
greater than those who attempted 
to mimic that greatness on earth. 

Knock is a very special and 
sacred place. To some people it 
means little and is often ridiculed, 
but to those whose hearts are 
placed in God it is far beyond 
that, a place on earth touched 
directly by the glory of Heaven.

Young Writers share thoughts...

Year 13 retreat a great 
way to start new school 
year by Cara-leigh

WHEN I returned back to 
school on Monday, September 
2, my school held an in-school 
retreat for Year 13s! I attend St 
Cecilia’s College. 

It started with us all gathering 
in the sixth form study, where 
my RE teacher, Mrs Davidson 
talked about the three things for 
a good life: Gratitude; Prayer; 
and Service. She reflected on how 
these would help us be, overall, 
happier people. 

She went onto tell us about 
former Manchester United 
footballer, Philip Mulryne, who 
ended up becoming a Dominican 
priest, stating that he got “bored 
of money and attention from 
models”.

We watched a video, during 
which he reflected on the fact 
that it does not matter how much 
material things we have, we will 
only be fulfilled if we have God. 
This really helped us all to take 
notice of what really matters in 
life! 

After Mrs Davidson’s talk, 
Fr Stephen Quinn OCD, from 
Termonbacca, gave us a talk on 
‘Who do we say Jesus is”, taken 
from the story in the Bible where 
Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do 
you say I am?” He encouraged us 
to reflect within ourselves and 
answer this question, as we need 
to answer this for ourselves. 

After the two fantastic talks, 

we celebrated Mass in St Mary’s 
Church. Fr Gerard Mongan gave 
advice in his homily on not to be 
worrying about the future, but to 
ask Jesus what He had planned 
for our life, reflecting on how he 
knew he was called to be a priest! 

The music for the Mass was 
beautiful and was provided by 
Bethany and Lauren Doherty; 
it really uplifted the Mass. I got 
the opportunity to say the Prayer 
of the Faithful for the Mass and 
I highly enjoyed being able to 
partake in the Liturgy.

Overall, the retreat was a 
brilliant way to start off the year; 
receiving guidance on how to live, 
to grow closer to Jesus and not to 
worry, because He has a plan! 
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St Pio – Patron Saint of Teenagers by Bronagh

Water symbolism in Christianity by Luke

SEPTEMBER saw the Feast 
Day of St Padre Pio celebrated 
on September 23, a day 
commemorating his death in 
1968. This day is marked annually 
around the Diocese and further 
afield with novenas, prayer 
services, blessings and visiting of 
relics. 

Padre Pio is called upon by 
many people all around the world. 
He is the Patron Saint of teenagers 
and those experiencing stress and 
pain – offering them guidance, 
relief and healing during these 
times. 

Padre Pio is well known for 
experiencing and providing a 
real life image of Jesus’ wounds 
through bearing the stigmata 
- the wounds of Christs’ 
crucifixion. These wounds were 
visible on his hands, feet, and 
side, and appeared in 1918 whilst 
he was in a church praying. These 
remained visible until his death in 
1968 (Catholic Online, 2024). 

The stigmata can symbolize the 
pain we bear each and every day, 
the pain that no one can see or a 
physical pain; free for the world to 
see. Padre Pio prays for all types 
of suffering. He prays for healing 
for all of our sickness, globally: 
the pain of war, the countries 
ravaged by war and inhumane 
suffering; the pain of ill health, 
for the families surrounding 

those who are suffering extreme 
pain and the people themselves, 
that they may see there is hope of 
recovery through the proof of his 
miracles and families can place 
trust in Padre Pio to look after 
their loved one.

Born in Pietrelcina, Italy, on 
May 25, 1887, his love has spread 
throughout the world and his 
legacy is known far and wide, 
particularly for his healing power. 

One miracle attributed to Padre 
Pio was the case of Gemma di 
Giogi, a girl who was miraculously 
able to see after Padre Pio prayed 
for her, despite her being born 
with no pupils. (Laudate Mariam, 
August 2023). 

Now we are blessed with the 
relics of Padre Pio when we 
attend special Masses devoted to 
him. These relics offer healing to 
those who are sick and suffering, 
physically and mentally. The most 

significant is Padre Pio’s glove. He 
wore mitts to cover the stigmata 
on his hands and, as a result, 
they are now regarded sacred 
and are believed to have healing 
properties (RTE News 2020). 
Followers place their hand on the 
mitt and recite one of the various 
prayers for the intercession of 
Padre Pio. 

An example of a prayer to Padre 
Pio to ask for guidance through 
our life is as follows:

“Padre Pio, pure in heart, you, 
who lived fully in prayer and in the 
love of God, teach us, too, humility, 
obedience, and generosity. 

Loving Padre Pio, help us give 
thanks to and praise the Lord, 
never failing in prayer, because His 
love is forever. 

Secure for us the help to be good 
Christians. Grant us a faith that is 
loving and tranquil.”

A few months ago, I wrote 
an article on the use of fire as 
a symbol of God’s life-giving 
nature, the Holy Spirit and more 
throughout the Bible. A couple 
of weeks ago, a friend mentioned 
the symbolism of water in the 
Bible, and, after thinking of a few 
examples, I saw how prevalent the 
water symbolism is in the Bible 
too. 

The first use of the word ‘water’ 
in the Bible is much earlier than 
the use of the word ‘fire’. Water is 
mentioned in Genesis 1:2, “Now 
the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of 
the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the waters.” 

This is not water as we know it, 
as it has yet to be separated into 
the ocean and the sky, as is done 
in Genesis 1:6. At this stage, the 
planet is completely devoid of 
land. The surface of the earth is 
nothing but a vast plane of still 
water, as there would be no wind 
without the sun.

In the modern day, Genesis is 
not usually taken as a historical 
account of how the universe was 
created, but rather as a lesson 
about God as the Creator and 
an introduction to the Bible as 
a whole. Even taking this into 
account, it is interesting to me 
that after God had created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth’s 
default state was world covered 

entirely in oceans. Genesis also 
has the water being populated 
with life before the air and the 
land, which matches what science 
suggests about life.

While this perspective of 
Genesis is fascinating to imagine, 
there is far more that water can 
represent in the Bible. While 
we typically associate fire with 
destruction and water with 
life-giving, Genesis 7 shows us 
that this is a misconception. 
God used water in the form of 
a cataclysmic flood to cover the 
planet in a vast blanket of water, 
returning the earth, at least on a 
superficial level, to the state that 
it occupied during the beginning 
of Genesis: a great and terrible 
omnipresent sea. This flood 
was more destructive than any 
fire could ever have been. This 
contrasts with other instances 
where water represents life, such 
as when Moses is drawn from the 
water. 

When the River Nile is turned 
to blood in Exodus 7:20: “Moses 
and Aaron did just as the Lord 
had commanded. He raised his 
staff in the presence of Pharaoh 
and his officials and struck the 
water of the Nile, and all the 
water was changed into blood.” 
This, understandably, results in 
the death of   all the fish in the 
river and prevents the Egyptians 
from drinking fresh water. The 

Nile was an incredibly important 
river at this time, as it was one 
of the only reasons that the land 
surrounding it was farmable, 
while the rest of the desert was 
borderline inhospitable. Water is 
shown to be essential to life, and 
its removal is devastating. Water 
is used again in Exodus as the Red 
Sea is parted to deliver the former 
slaves from their masters.

Water is also a symbol of 
cleansing and renewal. Baptism 
involves water, as it is used to 
physically cleanse the body while 
the person’s soul is spiritually 
cleansed. Here, water represents 
the Holy Spirit.

In the modern day, most 
Catholic places of worship 
contain holy water, which 
symbolises God's blessing.

It is clear to see that water has 
a plethora of associations. Water 
can take a near infinite amount 
of different forms depending on 
the situation, just as God cannot 
be defined as one thing. As such, 
I think it is a fitting element to be 
associated with Christianity.

Pride by Erin
THE sin of pride is considered 

a source of most other sins. St 
Thomas Aquinas defines pride 
as “an excessive desire for one’s 
own self which rejects subjection 
to God.” Having pride is the 
opposite of having humility; it is 
being over confident in all of your 
abilities and seeing yourself as 
above others. 

 Recently, I was thinking more 
about pride as I was listening 
to a song by Josiah Queen, an 
independent American singer-
songwriter. In his song, ‘Altars 
over Stages’, he sings the lyrics: 
“The funny thing about pride is 
that you have it all your life, but 
the moment you think you don’t 
– its gotten in your eyes.” These 
words comment on the ironic 
nature of believing you’re not 
prideful. 

 Naturally, we can sometimes 
think of pride as dramatic and 
obvious, but sometimes it can 
be as simple as an inner belief 

that you’re above someone else, 
or a need to be noticed and 
appreciated. Even the disciples 
had moments where their pride 
took over, for example, arguing 
about who was the greatest. This 
is what Josiah Queen means when 
he describes pride as getting “in 
your eyes.” A form of pride can 
even be the belief that you do not 
have pride. 

 The Bible tells us, “Pride goes 
before destruction, a haughty 
spirit before the fall.” God does 
not, however, want us to hide 
our gifts and talents. Instead, He 
wants us to be thankful for these 
gifts and use them to serve others. 
It can be hard to remind ourselves 
of this, but we should give glory 
to God rather than to ourselves. 
Having humility is an important 
virtue, which we, as Catholics, 
can grow in through confessions 
and giving thanks to God. 

 We can avoid pride by 
surrending to God’s will, 

practicing gratitude and 
embracing our weaknesses. 
Serving others open-mindedly 
helps to destroy pride, and being 
aware that pride exists within 
ourselves is an important step to 
overcoming it. 

 “Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted.”

To be first…you must put yourself last
by James

REFLECTING on the Gospel 
reading of September 23, or the 
25th Sunday in ordinary time, we 
hear a fairly short Gospel reading, 
however, it is packed with what is 
central to our faith. We hear and 
see that Jesus and His Apostles 
are on a trip through Galilee and 
that, while on this journey, Christ 
is teaching His Apostles about 
what is to come (Mark 9:31) - “The 
Son of Man is to be handed over 
to men and they will kill him, 
and three days after his death he 
will rise.” It is then said that the 
Apostles did not really know what 
that meant. 

Arriving at Capernaum, 
Jesus asks them what they had 
been arguing about on the way. 
Although all of them remained 
silent, Jesus, of course, already 
knew their topic of discussion. 
They were arguing over who was 
‘the greatest’. 

It is then, that Jesus said:  “If 
anyone wishes to be first, he shall 
be the last of all and the servant 
of all.” Taking a child, He placed 
it in their midst, and putting His 
arms around it, He said to them, 
“Whoever receives one child such 
as this in my name, receives me; 
and whoever receives me, receives 
not me but the One who sent me.” 

This message is found quite 
often in the Bible, and is a 
frequent theme found throughout 
the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
It relates to a core meaning in 
Christianity, one of denying 
yourself and picking up your 
own cross. In Catholic theology, 
Christ's passion is not just a 
historical event but a model for 
all Christians to follow. Picking 
up our cross means participating 
in Christ's redemptive work by 

enduring the struggles, suffering, 
and trials of our lives with faith 
and trust in God.

For us, the concept of “picking 
up your cross” is essential to 
spiritual life. Saints throughout 
history have embraced the Cross 
as the key to their holiness. St 
Thérèse of Lisieux, for instance, 
spoke about embracing “little 
crosses” in everyday life - small 
acts of love, patience, and humility 
that, when offered to God, lead us 
closer to Him. Similarly, St John 
Paul II wrote extensively about 
the dignity of suffering, teaching 
that when we unite our sufferings 
with Christ’s passion, they take 
on redemptive value. 

Moreover, the Church teaches 
that the Cross is not just a 
symbol of suffering, but a symbol 
of victory. By His death and 
resurrection, Christ defeated 
sin and death. Therefore, when 
we embrace our crosses, we 

participate in this victory. Our 
sufferings, united to Christ’s, 
become a source of grace for 
ourselves and others.  

Also, we must consider 
humility in this reading, as it 
is a fundamental virtue. To put 
others before ourselves requires 
humility, recognizing that we are 
all equal in dignity before God 
and that our gifts and talents are 
meant to be shared in service of 
others. 

Jesus famously said: “Whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). 

Fundamentally, our focus 
should not be on ourselves, but 
on the service to God and to 
others. In this way, we can remain 
humble, grounded and strong in 
our faith, denying ourselves for 
the good of others, just like Christ 
did for us. 

Young Writers share thoughts...
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Caring for the sick by by Niamh 

CATHOLICISM has played 
a profound role in shaping the 
course of medicine throughout 
history. From the early days of 

the Church to the modern era, its 
influence can be seen in medical 
ethics and the development of 
hospital care.

The Catholic Church has long 
been associated with care for the 
sick and needy. During the early 
centuries of Christianity, monks 
and nuns established hospitals 
and hospices across Europe, 
which provided care for the poor, 
the elderly, and those suffering 
from illness. 

The Christian imperative to 
care for the sick can be traced 
directly to the example and 
teachings of Jesus. Throughout 
the Gospels, Jesus is depicted as 
a healer, performing numerous 
miracles for those suffering from 
physical and mental illness. His 
acts of healing were not just 
demonstrations of divine power, 

but reflections of God’s love 
for all people, especially those 
marginalised by society due to 
illness or disability. 

One of the most cited passages 
on compassion is found in the 
Gospel of Matthew (25:35-40), 
where Jesus says: “Truly, I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.” Here, 
Jesus tells us that caring for those 
in need, including the sick, is like 
caring for Him personally.

This call to serve the suffering 
is an important aspect of 
Christian discipleship and has 
inspired countless acts of charity 
throughout history. During the 

early Middle Ages, monasteries 
and convents were often the 
only places where people could 
receive medical care. Religious 
orders, such as the Benedictines, 
Franciscans, and later the Sisters 
of Mercy, established hospitals 
and hospices across Europe, 
and later in other parts of the 
world. Many Catholic hospitals 
were founded with the intention 
of providing free or affordable 
care, especially for the poor and 
marginalised. 

Catholic care for the sick is not 
limited to physical treatment. 
Spiritual care is seen as equally 
important, with sacraments 
such as the Anointing of the Sick 

providing comfort to those facing 
illness. For Catholics, caring for 
the sick is not just an act of charity 
but also a moral obligation. 

 The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church emphasises that care for 
the sick is a work of mercy and 
an essential aspect of Christian 
discipleship. Catholics are called 
to care for the sick as a response to 
Jesus’ example, a reflection of the 
Church’s belief in the dignity of 
every person, and an expression 
of love and compassion. 

By caring for the sick, Catholics 
live out their faith in service to 
others, embodying Christ’s love 
in a world that deeply needs it.

Young Writers share thoughts...

New home for Loreto 
Lourdes Grotto in grounds 
of St Mary’s Drumragh

Upcoming activities with 
Home of the Mother

DRUMRAGH parishioners 
gathered on Sunday, September 
8, the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, for a Prayer 
Service for the ‘Transfer and 
Blessing’ of their beloved Lourdes 
Grotto.

The Grotto, which once graced 
the grounds of Loreto Convent at 
Brook Street, Omagh, has found 
a new home at St Mary’s Church, 
Drumragh.

The Prayer Service was led by 
Fr Eugene Hasson PP, along with 
Fr Joseph Varghese CC, and Sr 

Deirdre Bannon was the guest 
speaker.

Music was provided by 
Drumragh Church Choir, and 
pupils from the Loreto Grammar 
and Holy Family PS read.

Loreto Sisters, Sr Deirdre & Sr 
Ann O’Toole assisted Fr Eugene 
with the Blessing, sprinkling the 
Holy Water.

We pray that this sacred space 
will continue to serve as a place 
of prayer and reflection for the 
faithful.

THE Home of the Mother 
Servant Sisters are starting 
up activities again for young 
people and adults in their Co 
Donegal Parochial House base, at 
Crossroads, Killygordon, after the 
summer break.

The ‘All or Nothing’ Youth Club 
for Girls takes place every Friday 
from 4.30-6.30 pm, and is ppen 
to girls (primary school) 4th-6th 
class and girls (secondary school 
age): 1st-3rd year.

The Club involves an afternoon 
of activities, prayer and formation. 
Activities vary every week and 
may include cooking/baking, 
art, crafts, music lessons, Spanish 
lessons, games, and more!

There are also plans to have 
monthly get-togethers for girls 
who are primary school age, 2nd-
6th class. Activities will include 
games, sports, music, arts crafts, 
cooking crafts, prayer, faith 
formation, and much more!

This will take place from 1.30-
6.45 pm (with a 5.30 pm pick up 
for those who won’t be attending 
Mass with the Sisters), with 
tentative dates being: October 12, 
November 9, December 7, January 
11, February 8, March 8, April 5, 
May 10, and June 7.

Monthly ‘Sisterbucks’ for teen 
girls is also planned, offering an 
evening of homemade Italian 
pizza, video forum, and craic 
with the Sisters. Tentative dates 
are: October 19, November 16, 
December 14, January 25, March 
15, May 17, and June 14.

Expressions of interest can 
be emailed to the Sisters via 
derryshm@homeofthemother.
com. 

Spiritual Exercises for adults 
will take place on Friday, January 
31, possibly in Ards Friary, 
in Donegal, and there will be 
regional encounters at Knock 
Shrine on November 30, and in 
Donegal on 31 May 2025.

A number of weekly 
Zoom meetings are also 
planned, including: Adult 
Formation,  Wednesday 6-7 
pm; Young Adults (aged 18-30), 
day and time to be announced; 
First Communion girls, day 
and time to be announced soon; 
Secondary School Girls 1st-3rd 
Year,  Wednesday 4.15-5 pm; 
Primary School Girls, 3rd-6th 
Class on Thursdays 4.30-5.15 pm; 
and Secondary School Girls, 4th-
6th Years on Thursdays 5.30-6.30 
pm.

Sr Ann and Sr Deirdre sprinkling Holy Water during the blessing of the Lourdes Grotto.

Holy Family PS pupils and staff along with Sr Ann, Sr Deirdre, Fr Eugene and Fr Joseph.

Pupils and staff of Loreto Grammar School at the Lourdes Grotto blessing.
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My parents encouraged me to go, 
despite the impending interview. 
However, I was still indecisive, 
ultimately finding myself feeling 
unhappy at the prospect of not 
going to Lourdes. This would be 
my 14th trip to the French Shrine; 
it is my foreign home. The next 
day, after much deliberation, I 
finally made the decision to go on 
the pilgrimage and submitted the 
necessary paperwork. 

As anticipated, I also received an 
invitation to attend an interview 
for the teaching job that I had 
applied for, which clashed with 
my time in Lourdes, so I had 
to forgo any prospect of this 
teaching post. I was slightly 
disheartened because I had hoped 
to be back in a Catholic school. I 
was abundantly blessed over the 
course of the past year, in that I 
was given responsibility for a class 
of pupils preparing for First Holy 
Communion in an integrated 
school. This was an invaluable 
experience for me and I believe 
that I could bring a lot to any 
Catholic School teaching post. 
However, I am trusting in the 
Lord that I will be posted where 
I am supposed to be in good 
time. I am particularly looking 
forward to updating my training 
on translating software so that 
I can apply for jobs as an Irish 
Language Translator. 

Serving my neighbour
A meeting was held in the days 

leading up to our departure for 
Lourdes, which aroused many 
positive feelings. I felt honoured, 
proud, delighted and thankful; 
honoured that I would be going 
out to care for the sick pilgrims, 
as well as a sense of pride in 
knowing that I will be serving 
my neighbour and making a 
difference to, and impacting, the 
lives of my fellow pilgrims for the 
better. I had a sense of delight in 
that I anticipated that it would 
be an uplifting experience, full of 
joy, teamwork and enthusiasm. 
Lastly, I felt thankful to the Lord 
for providing this opportunity to 
serve.

Enthusiasm & Participation
When the journey started, I 

knew I had to make the most 
of this pilgrimage, as I was 
returning to my favourite place! 
After dinner on the first night, 
I was already full of enthusiasm 
and had a discussion with our 
Spiritual Leader about our 
participation in the upcoming 
candlelight procession and the 
planning of our annual ‘Derry’s 
Got Talent’ competition for the 
youth. Instead of walking the 
candlelight procession, I wanted 

instead to recite the Hail Mary 
in Irish as part of the evening 
Rosary. It was something I always 
aspired to do in all the years I’ve 
been going to Lourdes, therefore, 
I suggested that to our Spiritual 
Leader, as well as getting the 
youth involved when it was our 
night to lead. 

 Year after year, we have a 
‘Derry’s Got Talent’ competition 
on the last night, when the youth 
showcase their talent whilst 
the sick and their carers gather 
round to watch. I was excited to 
gather up the various acts for this 
competition, in preparation for 
the last night of the pilgrimage.

A chance encounter
 Emma and I decided to go to 

the Grotto before retiring for 
bed, as we knew we had a busy 
schedule the next day. It was a 
very special time. On the way, 
just a short distance beyond the 
steps to the Rosary Basilica, in 
the darkness, Emma noticed our 
friend, Sophie, whom we knew 
from Youth 2000 events. I was 
surprised and delighted to have 
the opportunity to catch-up with 
her again! Neither of us knew that 
she was coming and she didn’t 
know that we were there either. 
God’s providence was evident 
in this encounter and, indeed, 
throughout other key moments of 
the pilgrimage.

Do small things with love
The next day was a packed 

programme, with Holy Mass 
at 8.45 am, followed by a group 
photo at 10 am. In the afternoon, 
we prayed The Way of The Cross, 
and the Blessed Sacrament 
Procession took place at 5 pm, 
with the Penitential Liturgy at 8 
pm. 

Each carer had different duties 
and responsibilities with respect 
to their care of the sick pilgrims 
in their team. I’m sure no matter 
how small a duty it seemed 
to us, it meant a lot to them. 
A few examples of such were 
accompanying them from their 
room by wheelchair to the dining 
room, serving meals and, during 
Masses and Services, ensuring 
that they were adequately 
hydrated and comfortable.

The youth group consisted 
of pupils from three different 
secondary schools and they were 
all fantastic in the help they 
provided to the sick alongside the 
carers.

God’s Will
We all gathered at the foyer of 

the hotel to go down as a group 
to Holy Mass at the Cote Carmel. 
When Bishop Dónal McKeown 

was giving his homily, his words 
really resonated with me. He said: 
“Mary, Our Mother, brought each 
and every one of us here. We are 
meant to be here for a reason.” I 
was already uplifted by just being 
in Lourdes and helping the sick is 
very rewarding, but I knew there 
was more grace and wisdom to 
come from the Lord. Of course, 
when we booked our trip to go 
on the pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
we all had our reasons for going 
but, ultimately, it was God’s will 
that we were there. As my call to 
Lourdes this year was last minute, 
at merely two to three weeks 
before the departure date, I knew 
that this was definitely God’s will. 

 Our selected recessional hymn 
of this Mass was ‘Our God Reigns’, 
which I was more than delighted 
to sing. I was trusting in Our Lord 
that I was not meant to go for that 
job interview and that something 
better is on the horizon. 

Prayer & Surrender
 Later in the day, we carried our 

burdens with Jesus as we prayed 
the Stations of the Cross. The 
youth, with Bishop Dónal and Fr 
Michael McCaul, prayed the High 
Stations, whilst the sick, carers 
and remaining clergy prayed the 
Low Stations. Although, I was 
still unsure about my own future, 
I was there to pray for other 
burdens, where I most needed 
God’s help. Two of my friends are 
very ill, one with cancer and the 
other with heart difficulties. 

It was at that point, during the 
Stations of the Cross, where I 
surrendered my own concerns 
with regard to my future and 
career into the hands of God, 
and focused on praying for my 
friends. If I focused on the ‘whys’ 
and ‘why nots’, I would be wasting 
this trip. I was looking forward to 
continuing my journey with God 
spiritually, alongside my fellow 
pilgrims and, of course, my best 
friend.

The Blessed Sacrament 
Procession is part of the daily 
Lourdes programme that begins 
outside under the canopy, where 
the clergy enter with the Blessed 
Sacrament. During inclement 
weather, the procession begins in 
the underground Basilica, where 
the liturgical service itself is held. 
The Penitential Liturgy took place 
this year in Salle Notre Dame, 
where we got the chance to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Multi-Tasking & Teamwork
The music ministry was shared 

among the choir, instrumentalists 
and the young people. I was one of 
the instrumentalists. I was aware 
that whilst I was contributing 
to the music ministry during 
the various Masses and Services 
throughout the pilgrimage, that 
I was unable to fulfil my role as 
carer for the entire duration of 
the pilgrimage. I felt guilty about 
this initially, however, the team-
working effort evident amongst 
our group of carers meant that 
they more than compensated 

for my brief absence, and thus 
enabled me to contribute to these 
liturgies using my musical talents.

Lourdes’ Sacred Healing Waters
On Wednesday, July 3, the Feast 

of St Thomas, the clergy wore 
red vestments to celebrate Holy 
Mass at the Grotto. After Mass we 
had the Lourdes Water Gesture, 
which previously involved full 
immersion of pilgrims in the 
original baths. This new ritual, 
‘Water Gesture’, imitates what 
St. Bernadette was asked to do 
by Our Lady. During the ninth 
apparition, Mary, Our Blessed 
Mother, asked Bernadette to 
“Go to the spring, drink of it and 
wash yourself there.” Therefore, 
the Lourdes Water Gesture 
encompasses prayer, washing 
of the hands and face with Holy 
Water, and then drinking the 
Holy Water. 

On our way to the grotto, 
Emma and I passed the lake and I 
pointed out to her that there were 
two ducks swimming in it. I said 
to her: “That one is me at the front, 
going with the flow, and that is you 
behind me, my support.” After 
lunch we had some free time. 
Emma and I walked up to Bartrez 
with the youth, their leaders and 
Bishop Dónal. This was my third 
time walking up to Bartrez; the 
place where St Bernadette was 
sent so her father could feed one 
less person, as his income was 
not sufficient to feed the whole 
family. When Bernadette stayed 
in Bartrez, she fed and attended 
to the sheep. Whilst there, we also 
visited the parish church. Here 
we were privileged to venerate St 
Bernadette’s Relic.

Accepting opportunities
Later that evening, our Diocese 

led the Candlelight Procession, 
during which the Mysteries of 
the Rosary are recited in different 
languages. Representatives from 
various countries led the praying 
of the Hail Marys and, to allow all 
nationalities present to contribute, 
each participant gets to say two 
Hail Marys. Everyone walking in 
the procession, and the general 
congregation present with their 
candles alight, responded in turn 
to the prayers. 

During the singing of the refrain 
of ‘The Bells of the Angelus’, we all 
raised our candles to honour Our 
Blessed Lady. In all the 14 years 
coming to Lourdes, I had always 
wanted to recite the Hail Mary in 
Irish at the Lourdes Candlelight 
Procession. It was a complete 
honour for me to be able to do this 
as a representative of our group. 
I express gratitude to this year’s 
Spiritual Director, Fr Michael 
McCaul, for affording me this 
opportunity. Some of the Derry 
youth were also privileged to 
contribute to the Rosary prayers 
in English, and yet others got to 
assist in carrying the statue of 
Our Lady in the procession.

Reflection & Recommendation
On Thursday morning, we 

attended Holy Mass with the 
anointing of the sick in St Cosmos 
& St. Damien’s Chapel. Fr Peter 
O’Kane delivered the homily 
during this Mass. Afterwards, 
we moved to the candelabrum, 
where Bishop Dónal blessed the 
Diocesan Candle. Following 
lunch, we were free until dinner 
time. During that free time, I 
engaged in a little retail therapy. 
I also made time for prayer and 
lighting of candles for private 
intentions. Emma and I also 
visited the Rosary Basilica and 
The Crpyt. 

A small group of us went for 
some ice-cream to a local café, 
which was surprisingly quiet and 
allowed time for further reflection 
and conversation amongst fellow 
pilgrims. Bishop Dónal joined us 
and he surprisingly remembered 
that it was my nephew/Godson’s 
birthday, from us both being in 
Lourdes at the same time each 
year. Bishop Donal also baptised 
him in Termonbacca, through 
the medium of Irish, 10 years 
previous. We video-called my 
sister-in-law to wish them both a 
happy birthday. They were both 
delighted. We had the Closing 
Ceremony in the evening after 
dinner, which was led by Fr 
Gerard Sweeney and, afterwards, 
we enjoyed a social night 
celebrating our Derry pilgrims’ 
talent.

The following day concluded 
our pilgrimage, with early 
morning Mass. On this occasion, 
the homily was delivered by our 

Spiritual Director, Fr Michael, 
on the topic of Joy. The sick and 
carers started their journey home 
early, soon after the morning 
Mass, so we all said our goodbyes. 
The youth, their leaders, and 
clergy, along with Emma and I, 
had a day trip to St Jean de Luz 
to fill in our time until our flight 
from Bordeaux. 

Overall, it was a short but 
spiritual, joyful, wholesome and 
fulfilling pilgrimage that I am 
glad to share with you all. As 
some new pilgrims said, we were 
a “friendly and welcoming bunch 
to travel with on pilgrimage.” Our 
Tour Guide from Joe Walsh Travel 
is always full of life and is truly 
inspirational. Her smile, warmth 
and positivity always draw you 
back each year to attend the Derry 
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage. I 
would highly recommend it!

When in doubt…say ‘yes’ to God’s Call by Niamh Kehoe 
IN mid-June, my best friend, Emma, asked me 

at short notice to travel to Lourdes with the Derry 
Diocesan pilgrimage departing at the beginning 
of July. I was surprised and delighted that she had 
asked me, however, I replied with a tentative “yes” 
and told her that there was a possibility that I may 
have a job interview for a teaching post during the 
week of the pilgrimage. 
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We met and began our brisk 
walk. We walked for about 
an hour and, surrounded by 
beautiful mountain scenery, 
budding wildlife and ancient 
ruins, Kathleen told me local 
stories associated with the penal 
times and the famine, up to the 
present day. 

At one stage, I happened to 
say “It’s important to have those 
stories of old”, to which she 
quickly replied “Yes, so long as 
the past doesn’t stop you from 
moving into the future”. This was 
a great sounding of hope from the 
voice of one who not only knew 
life, but also knew Christ. 

Onwards
Being a person of hope on the 

journey is a reminder that our 
story, as Christians, is firmly 
rooted in the past, but never 
stops us from moving into the 
future. In fact, we are compelled 
by charity, hope and love to keep 
moving onwards! The Word of 
God is alive and active, animating 
the life of the believers, just as the 
Letter to the Hebrews reminds: 
“It cuts more sharply than any 
double-edged sword.” 

 The power of the Word of God 
to illumine the believer is the firm 
foundation of Christian hope, as 
Pope Francis encourages in the 
official ‘bull of indiction’ that 
proclaims the coming Jubilee 
Year of 2025: “Everyone knows 
what it is to hope. In the heart 
of each person, hope dwells as 
the desire and expectation of 
good things to come, despite our 
not knowing what the future 
may bring. Even so, uncertainty 
about the future may at times 
give rise to conflicting feelings, 
ranging from confident trust to 
apprehensiveness, from serenity 
to anxiety, from firm conviction 
to hesitation and doubt.” 

The Jubilee Year officially begins 
when Pope Francis opens the Holy 
Door at St Peter’s Basilica during 
the celebration of Christmas; the 
faith event when we recall the 
granting of our greatest hope: 
the life of the Incarnate One who 
lived among His people, taking 
on the Cross so as to unveil the 
way to new life through the 
Resurrection.

Anchored
The journey of hope is anchored 

within the Paschal Mystery of 
Christ. When encouraging the 
early Christian community in 
the midst of their challenges 
and sufferings, St Peter affirms, 
confirms and exhorts, when he 

writes: “Even if you do suffer 
for doing what is right, you are 
blessed...in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you.” (1 
Peter 3:15) 

The journey of hope is not 
merely what happens over 12 
months centred around Rome, 
but is a voyage that is undertaken 
every day, as those baptised in 
Christ’s name take up the mantle 
and respond to the call of God’s 
Word: “Come, follow me.” Our 
journey always takes place within 
the context of that first encounter 
between God and the human 
person, which then inspires the 
journey that lies ahead. 

Abundance
The Scriptures unveil many 

moments of such encounters, 
most profoundly in those early 
pages of the Gospels when Jesus 
begins His public ministry. From 
that first moment on the shores of 
the lake, as people are attracted by 
His voice and His vision, Christ 
makes His first offer of fulfilling 
hope: “Put out into the deep.” For 
the fisherman Peter, he knows 
better but he entertains the hope 
of the teacher and responds, 
“We have worked hard all night 
but if you say so, I will pay out 
the nets.” And with this comes 
a great catch, the nets are nearly 
tearing with such a volume of fish, 
the boats at sinking point. Hope 
is now made real with such an 
abundance of God’s goodness, yet 
Peter’s immediate reaction is one 
of desolation: “Leave me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man.” Yet Christ 
invites for a different response: 
Come now and share in the hope 
for others...come, follow me. 

In such an ordinary encounter 
with Jesus, the familiar world 
is broken open and something 
new abounds that causes hope to 
rise in Simon Peter, James and 
John, and they leave everything 
to follow Him. As Christ turns 
His gaze upon Jerusalem, they 
begin something new, a complete 
turnaround of lifestyle, with a 
striking departure from their 
usual way of living. And yet, even 
in the face of pain and suffering 
on their pilgrimage to the Cross, 
they will cling and witness to the 
hope of new life that comes in 
Resurrection.

Encounter
We know through the story of 

the gospels, that this encounter 
changed these first disciples, 

and history has taught us that 
the personal encounter with 
Christ has changed countless, 
thousands, millions others, 
and because of the change that 
happened in them, then the 
world changed as well. Ordinary 
men and women, imperfect in 
their living yet hopeful in their 
calling, journey in life on the 
way to holiness, becoming saints. 
They have witnessed to the hope 
that Christ offers. For their lives 
remind that God’s call means that 
the sinner is not banished, but 
cleansed for action. 

The claim of unworthiness and 
human weakness cannot be used 
as an excuse to keep to safe, old 
ways. Rather, God seeks to heal us 
and touch us so that as He calls us 
to grow in His holiness, He sends 
us out into the deep unknown, 
to make His glory shown in an 
often hostile world. And there is a 
word of hope for us in our time: 
certainly God calls the prophets 
and apostles in dramatic ways 
but He also calls each one of us in 
our time to be His instruments of 
love, peace and hope in the places 
of our own lives, time and place. 

As Pope Francis commented 
recently, “Be holy by becoming 
a visible sign of God's love and 
His presence beside us. This is it: 
every state of life leads to holiness, 
always! At home, on the streets, at 
work, at church, in the moment 
and with the state of life that you 
have, a door is opened on the road 
to sainthood.”

Re-invigorate
Many decades ago, Cardinal 

Martini of Milan wrote: “Who 
can help the church today? Father 
Karl Rahner often used the image 
of the embers hidden under the 
ash. I see in the church today 
so much ash under the embers 
that often I'm hit with a sense of 
impotence. How can we liberate 
the embers from the ash, to 
reinvigorate the fires of love? For 
the first thing, we have to seek 
out these embers. Where are the 
individuals full of generosity, like 
the Good Samaritan? Who have 
faith like the Roman centurion? 
Who are enthusiastic like John 
the Baptist? Who dare the new, 
like Paul? Who are faithful like 
Mary Magdalene?” 

In asking questions like this, it 
is easy to turn to the big figures 
of the Church and those deemed 
as influential in the community. 
Yet the invitation given by Christ 
is that, by virtue of our baptism, 
being attentive to the Word of 
God and participating in the 
Sacraments, all of us are called 
to discern our role in the local 
faith community, so that the 
embers may be reinvigorated 
and the fire of Christ shine out as 
a pillar of hope for the people of 
our parishes, our diocese and our 
communities. 

As the ‘Instrumentum Laboris’ 
for the present Session of the 
Synod of Bishops notes: “The 
call to be missionary disciples is 
based on our common baptismal 
identity and is rooted in the 
diversity of the contexts in which 
the Church is present and finds 
its unity in the one Father, the 
one Lord, and the one Spirit. It is 
a call to all the baptised, without 
exception.”

Virgin Mary
As we enter into the month of 

October, which has its prayer focus 
on the Rosary, its evangelisation 
focus on Mission and its ecclesial 
focus on the Synod, we turn to 
the greatest pilgrim of hope given 
to accompany us on the road in 
the person of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. She is the hearer of God’s 
Word, rooted in the promises of 
the Old Testament, with an open 
heart to the wonders of God in her 
time.

In his Apostolic Exhortation 
‘Joy of the Gospel’, Pope Francis 
encourages us to imitate the 
example of Our Lady: “She is able 
to recognise the traces of God’s 
Spirit in events great and small. 
She constantly contemplates the 
mystery of God in our world, in 
human history and in our daily 
lives. She is the woman of prayer 
and work in Nazareth and she is 
also Our Lady of Help, who sets 
out from her town ‘with haste’ to 
be of service to others” (EG, §288). 

Ultimately, Mary can only be 
a woman of prayer and charity 
because she knows the truth of 
God’s Word; she desires to be a 
proclaimer of God’s Good News, 
exclaiming the future of faith, 
love and hope rooted in Jesus 
Christ. As Pope Benedict XVI 
comments, “The ‘Magnificat’ is 
entirely woven from threads of 
Holy Scripture, threads drawn 
from the Word of God. Here we 
see how completely at home Mary 
is with the Word of God, with 
ease she moves in and out of it. 
She speaks and thinks with the 
Word of God; the Word of God 
becomes her word, and her word 
issues from the Word of God. 
Here, we see how her thoughts are 
attuned to the thoughts of God, 
how her will is one with the will 
of God. Since Mary is completely 
imbued with the Word of God, 
she is able to become the Mother 
of the Word Incarnate” (Deus 
Caritas Est, §41).

Sharing

As we journey on the road to the 
Jubilee Year as pilgrims of hope, 
let us wander these paths with 
one another, seeking the traces 
of God at work in our lives and, 
in contemplating His mystery, 
may we discover ways of sharing 
this good news with our brothers 
and sisters. The call to each of us 
is to be a missionary of hope on 
the pilgrimage of life. Being on 
mission, being filled with hope, 
knowing that our destination is 
the promise of Christ’s glory, this 
is good news to share with others. 
By our sharing of good things 
with others, we are reminded that 
whatever the story we carry, every 
life is precious, filled with gifts 
and blessings. Indeed, many carry 
dark sides and wounds, but by our 
witness we bear brightness and 
joy into the lives of others. 

As a diocese, a family of faith, 
we are called to be the home of 
hope, where we are courageous to 
face our fears and brave to stand 
with others as they face theirs. As 
Christians, we are all called to live 
in love, walk in hope and know 
that as Christ loves us, we are 
called to love one another. This 
is the pilgrimage of hope, this is 
when hope does not confound but 
brings life! Be a pilgrim! 

Pilgrims of Hope: Spes non confundit! by Fr Peter O’Kane
RECENTLY, on retreat in Glencolmcille, Co 

Donegal, I was surrounded by beautiful rugged 
scenery, rolling waves that crash into the side of lush, 
green fields, sheep wandering field and road with 
glaring gazes to passing drivers, as if to say: “This is 
my patch!” Just before finishing the retreat, the next 
door neighbour, a lady by the name of Kathleen, met 
me and asked if I had been to St Colmcille’s bed. 
We agreed to make a quick pilgrimage on Friday 
morning. 

Some of the Coleraine Creation Walk group at the Source Sculpture, Somerset 
Riverside Park, by the River Bann, Castleroe, Coleraine.

Coleraine Creation Walk

ON World Creation Day, Sunday, 
September 1, which is celebrated 
by Christian Churches worldwide, 
Fr Neil Farren PP Coleraine was 
joined by a number of parishioners 
for a Creation Walk along the River 
Bann.

They started the walk at Christie 
Memorial Park, alongside the 
river, and made their way along 
the Riverside walk to Somerset 
Riverside Park, further up the river 

at Castleroe.
The group began the walk by 

reciting together the 2024 Prayer 
for Creation. They then stopped 
nine times during the walk for 
time to reflect on various aspects 
of God's Creation, reading at each 
stopping point a few verses from 
the Book of Genesis.

Each, in turn, read at each station 
a passage, and likewise partook in 
the short Creation Prayer Service.

1 October:	� St Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus, the 
Little Flower

2 October:	 Guardian Angels
3 October:	� Blessed Columba 

Marmion
4 October:	 St Francis of Assisi
5 October:	 St Faustina 
Kowalska
6 October:	� Twenty-Seventh 

Sunday of the Year
7 October:	� Our Lady of the 

Rosary
8 October:	 Ferial Day
9 October:	� St John Henry 

Newman
10 October:	Ferial Day
11 October:	�St Canice, St John 

XXIII
12 October:	Ferial Day
13 October:	�Twenty-Eighth 

Sunday of the Year
14 October:	St Callistus
15 October:	St Teresa of Avila

16 October:	�St Margaret Mary 
Alacoque

17 October:	St Ignatius of 
Antioch
18 October:	St Luke
19 October:	St Paul of the Cross
20 October:	�Twenty-Ninth 

Sunday of the Year
21 October:	Ferial Day
22 October:	St John Paul II
23 October:	St John of 
Capistrano
24 October:	�St Antony Mary 

Claret
25 October:	Ferial Day
26 October:	Ferial Day
27 October:	�Thirtieth Sunday of 

the Year
28 October:	St Simon & St Jude
29 October:	St Colman
30 October:	Ferial Day	
31 October:	�Ferial Day – Vigil 

of Solemnity of All 
Saints

Liturgical Calendar for October

Be holy by becoming 
a visible sign of God's 
love and His presence 

beside us. This is it: 
every state of life leads 
to holiness, always! At 
home, on the streets, 
at work, at church, in 
the moment and with 
the state of life that 
you have, a door is 

opened on the road to 
sainthood
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Míorúilt na Gréine

Lucia, Francisco agus Jacinta, a chonaic Muire 
in Fátima

Eangach

Tá an 13ú Deireadh Fomhair ag 
breith orainn agus an chéad rud 
a bhíonn ar m’intinn ag an am seo 
na ‘Miorúilt na Gréine’; an imeacht 
a bhí feicthe ag 70,000 duine i 
bhFatima, An Phortaingéil sa 
bhliain 1917. 

Ba é seo an taispeánadh poiblí 
deireanach dár Máthair Muire as 
seacht gceann a tharla ag an Cova 
da Iria os comhair triúr físí; Lucia 
Santos, Jacinta agus Francisco 
Marto. 

Comhrá le Muire agus 
teachtaireachtaí

Ar an 13ú Deireadh Fómhair, 
d’iarr Muire ar an triúr fisí go 
mbeadh séipéal tógtha ina honóir 
agus go mbeadh An Paidrín á 
rá achan uile lá. Dúirt Sí leis na 
páistí go mbeadh deireadh leis an 
Chogadh agus go bhfhillfeadh na 
saighdiúirí ón Chogadh. Le linn na 
dtaispeántaí eile, gheall Muire do na 
páistí go dtabharfadh Sí a hainm ag 
an taispeánadh deireanach. Dúirt sí 
“Is Mise Muire Máthair an Phaidrín”. 

Trí chuid den taispeánadh
I ndiaidh an chomhrá, d'oscail 

Muire a lámha le go ndearna siad an 
ghrian a fhrithchaitheamh, agus de 
réir mar a chuaigh sí suas, bhí a solas 
féin le feiceáil caite ar ais ar an ghrian 
í féin. Nuair a d’imigh Muire chomh 
fada le firmimint, chonacthas 
Naomh Íosaef le leanbh Íosa a 
raibh róba air le brat gorm in aice 
leis an ghrian. Nochtadh Naomh 
Íosaef agus an leanbh Iósa chun an 
Domhan a bheannú. Nuair a bhí an 
taispeánadh sin thart, nochtadh Ár 
dTiarma agus Muire. 

Nochtadh Ár dTiarna chun an 
Domhan a bheannú sa dóigh 
chéanna. D’imigh an taispeánadh 
sin fosta. Nochtadh Muire arís ach 
Muire Máthair Sliabh Chairmeil a 
bhí inti an t-am seo.

An Slua a Rinne Cur Síos ar 
Mhíorúilt an Gréine

Rinne an slua cur síos ar Mhiorúilt 
na Gréine ar dhóigheanna éagsúla. 
Rinne cuid acu cur síos uirthi mar 
dhiosca ghléineach, an dáth cosúil le 
scian, níor dhall grian na súile. Dúirt 
cuid eile acu gur chosúil go raibh 
an grian ag broidearnach agus ag 
scaoileadh na ngathanna i mbealaí 

difriúla agus ag dathanna difriúla. 
Thosaigh bean amháin a peacaigh a 
rá os ard agus chonaic go leor daoine 
peitil na rósanna ag titim den spéir. 

Príomhtheachtaireachtaí na 
dTaispeántaí

B’iad priomhtheachtaireachtaí 
Mhuire ná a bheith ag guí agus 
íobairt agus aithrí a dhéanamh. 

Chomh maith leis sin, dúirt Sí 
leis na páistí go gcaithfidh an Pápa 
An Rúis a thabhairt chuig an Chroí 
Gan Smál. Is as Muire Máthair an 
Phaidrín a fuair muid an ‘Paidir 
Fatima’ an phaidir a deirimid I 
ndiaidh an phaidir ‘An Glóir don 
Athair’ sa phaidrín.

Fatima: Míorúilt na 
Gréine

A Mhuire Mháthair
A Mhuire Mháthair,
'Sé seo mo ghuí
Go maire Íosa
Go deo im’ chroí
 
Ave Maria, mo ghrá Ave,
Is tusa mo mháthair ‘s máthair Dé.

A Mhuire Mháthair,
I rith mo shaoil
Bí liom mar dhídean
ar gach aon bhaol.

Ave Maria, mo ghrá Ave,
Is tusa mo mháthair ‘s máthair Dé.

A Mhuire Mháthair
‘tá lán de ghrást’
Go raibh tú taobh liom
Ar uair mo bháis.

Ave Maria, mo ghrá Ave,
Is tusa mo mháthair ‘s máthair Dé.

An tAivé Maria (Sé do Bheatha a Mhuire)

Sé do bheatha, a Mhuire,
atá lán de ghrásta,
Tá an Tiarna leat.
Is beannaithe thú idir mná,
Agus is beannaithe toradh do bhroinne; 
Íosa.
A Naomh-Mhuire,
a Mháthair Dé,
guigh orainn na peacaigh,
anois, agus ar uair ár mbáis.

Áiméan

Rugadh Bernadette ar 7ú Eanáir 
1844. Chónaigh sí i Lourdes, sa 
Fhrainc lena tuismitheoirí, le 
2 dearthaireacha agus deirfiúr 
amháin. Ar an 11ú Feabhra, 1858, 
nuair a bhí Bernadette 14 bliana 
d’aois, chuaigh sí amach ar lorg 
adhmaid don tine lena deirfiúr 
agus a cairde. D’fhulaing sí ó asma 
agus bhíodh tinneas uirthí agus 
mar gheall air sin, ní dheachaigh sí 
thar an droichead leo. 

Nuair a d’imigh siad, chuala 
Berndatte torann cóngrach don 
phluais agus chuaigh sí chun an 
torann a fhiosrú. 

Taispeánadh
D’amharc Bernadette i dreo 

na pluaise. Cóngarach d’oscailt 
na pluaise, thug sí faoi deara go 
raibh an phluais líonta go tobann 
le solas óir. Chonaic Bernadette 
bean dheas agus gúna bán uirthi. 
Bhí sais ghorm thart timpeall ar 
a básta aicí agus rós ar gach cós. 
Dúirt Bernadette an Paidrín leis 
an bhean. Ar an triú taispeánadh, 
d’iarr an bhean ar Bernadette 
teacht ar ais chuig an áit cheanna 

15 uair. Chreid daoine go raibh sí 
ag samhlú na mná seo. 

Míorúiltí agus
 teachtaireachtaí

D’iarr an bhean ar Bernadette 
poll a thochailt sa chlábar agus a 
haghaidh a ní leis an uisce. Tháinig 
sruth amach as an pholl. Nigh sí a 
haghaidh leis an uisce. 

Is í seo an t-uisce beannaithe 
a thugann duinn leigheas. Ar 
dtús, bhí amhras ar na sagairt, 
ar mhuintir na háite, agus ar na 
teaghlaigh faoin mhéid a chonaic 
Bernadette. Ba dhuine stuacach í 
Bernadette. Bhí sí tiomanta chun 
plean Mhuire a chur i gcrích. 

Sa deireadh chreid na daoine inti 
agus tá an fochla i Lourdes anois ina 
háit spioradálta agus oilithreachta. 
Tá clú ar uisce coisricthe Lourdes 
as na míorúiltí a bhaineann leis. 
Chomh maith leis sin, d’iarr an 
bhean uirthi insint do na sagairt 
chun séipéal a thogáil ar an láthair.

Cé hÍ?
Ar an 25ú Márta, faoi dheireadh 

thiar thall, d’inis an bhean do 
Bernadette a ainm. Dúirt sí “Is 

mise an Ghiniúint gan Smál.” Ba 
é chun rabhadh a thabhart di a 
bheith ag guí agus déanamh íobairtí 
ar son na bpeacach a ba chúis lena 
taispeánadh do Bernadette.

I ndiaidh na dTaispeántaí
Chuaigh sí isteach sna mná rialta 

agus í 22 bhliain d’aois. Thug sí a 
cuid ama do Mhuire, ag urnaí ar 
son iompú na bpeacach agus don 
seirbhís Dé. Fuair Bernadette bás 
ar an 16ú Aibreán, 1879 agus í 35 
bhliain d’aois. 

Taisí
Beidh taisí Naomh Bernadette 

ag teacht go hArdEaglais Naomh 
Eoghan, Doire, ar an 13ú 

Deireadh Fómhair 2024 go dtí 
an 14ú Deireadh Fómhair. Tá clár 
ama ar fáil ar leathanach na Deoise.

Bernadette agus Muire, 
ár Máthair

Lourdes, sa Fhrainc
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Long Tower ‘Purple Hearts’…a weekly social 
gathering where the craic is 90!

THE Long Tower social group, 
Purple Hearts was delighted to 
welcome the Mayor of Derry City 
& Strabane District Council area 
to the second anniversary of its 
founding, at the end of July, and 
made Cllr Lilian Seenoi-Barr’s 
day when they presented her with 
a Purple Heart fleece, making 
her an honorary member.

Founded by Long Tower 
parishioner, Kathleen Doherty, 
the group meets on Tuesdays in 
the café area of Aras Cholmcille, 

the St Columba Heritage Centre 
within grounds of St Columba’s 
Church, Long Tower, after 10 am 
Mass.

After a cuppa, they get down 
to the business of planning their 
next trip and enjoy such activities 
as playing Bingo, Ceili dancing 
or crocheting, depending on 
what the majority is in the mood 
for.

Remarking that the day trips 
are a firm favourite, Kathleen 
said: “We have been to Coleraine, 

Limavady and Buncrana. We all 
have free bus passes so it’s great, 
we just step on the bus and away 
we go. We have a savings club 
and go for a trip when we have 
enough money, which is usually 
every three or four months. Our 
next outing will be to Bishop’s 
Gate Hotel for our Christmas 
meal”.

Formerly from Dublin, 
73-year-old Kathleen began 
living in Derry after she and her 
husband, Ivor, returned from 
their honeymoon. They live in 
Bishop Street and Kathleen says 
that she loves belonging to the 
Long Tower Parish community, 
where she worked as a carer for 
over 40 years before retiring.

She has now been volunteering 
in the parish for about 40 
years, and has been involved 
in cleaning the chapel as well 
as a Minister of the Word and 
Eucharistic Minister.

Recalling how ‘Purple Hearts’ 
came about, Kathleen said: 
“When I started going to 10 am 
Mass during the week, I realised 
that afterwards people were 
going home to sit and watch tv. 

“Then Aras Cholmcille opened, 

and Ivor and I were involved in 
the running of it. I suggested 
that we provide an opportunity 
for people to come together for a 
cup of tea and conversation after 
Mass on a Tuesday morning, 
and it took off from there. Now, 
we cancel things on a Tuesday 
morning to be here.

“Around 20 people attend the 
club, ranging in ages up to 90 
years old. Currently, it is women 
who attend, but men are also 
very welcome. Fr Mongan calls 
in with us and we appreciate his 
support.”

“It is a lovely social occasion,” 
remarked Kathleen, adding: 
“We look out for one another. 
So, if someone doesn’t come on a 
Tuesday, we try to find out if they 
are alright, and if it’s someone’s 
birthday, we have birthday cake 
to celebrate.”

With an open invitation for 
anyone to come along and join 
them on a Tuesday morning after 
10 am Mass, the ‘Purple Hearts’ 
gang is sure to have the kettle on 
the boil for a warm welcome to 
all who step into the parlour with 
them for a bit of craic to brighten 
the day ahead.

What ‘Purple Hearts’ means to 
me…

“I look forward to it every week. I came here from 
Australia two years ago and didn’t know anybody, so 
the group is nice to be part of. There is a great sense of 
belonging and I have met some lovely people. It is only for 
an hour – so it doesn’t take up too much time out of the 
day.” (Una)

“About two years ago, Kathleen knocked on my door and 
asked me if I would like to come along. I think it is great – 
I decided to come because it is to do with the chapel, and I 
think it is great. It gets me out of the house.” (Annie)

“I have been coming from the start and I love it. It is 
great to meet and get to know everyone, and some weeks 
the craic is 90!” (Margaret)

“I have been a part of the group since it started. I enjoy 
the company and it is nice to meet different people.” 
(Marie)

I lead the crocheting every so often. “I started coming 
along about a year-and-a-half ago. I met Kathleen and 
one of the other ladies, Teresa, at Nazareth House PS 
while they were collecting their grandchildren, and they 
were talking about it. I said that I wouldn’t mind coming 
along and have been coming ever since, and every so often 
I lead the crocheting session. The girls are all lovely and 
we have a good laugh together.” (Mary)

“I have been coming along from the beginning, when 
Kathleen asked me. It is a lovely get-together with lovely 
people. It takes us out of the house for an hour or so 
and the craic is great. We all have the same worries and 
complaints and can talk about them or not, and we all 
leave on a higher note than when we came in.” (Marion)

Purple Hearts founder, Kathleen Doherty, with her grandchild, husband 
Ivor, and Fr Gerard Mongan Adm Long Tower.
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St Brigid 1500th anniversary celebrations underway in Three Patrons

THE Three Patrons Parish held 
a series of St Brigid story-telling 
sessions to enable parishioners 
to share their stories, traditions, 
poems and songs about the Irish 
Patron Saint, and to learn more 
about her in this special year 

marking the 1500th anniversary 
of St Brigid of Kildare’s death.

With its great connection 
with St Brigid, Three Patrons 
has set up a Brigid 1500 group 
to oversee the celebration of the 
anniversary, planning various 
events to remember St Brigid, 
look at her relevance for lives, 
and that of the Irish Church, in 
the world today.

This was the first of those events, 
held over three days, with people 
welcomed to come along to the 
St Brigid sessions in the Kildare 
Room after morning Mass in St 
Brigid’s Carnhill, in Our Lady’s 
Chapel after morning Mass in 
St Joseph’s Galliagh, and in the 
Emmaus Room after morning 
Mass in St Patrick’s Pennyburn, 
for a cuppa and conversation.

Evelyn Moore, Fr Roland Colhoun, David Moore and May Magee at Ardstraw Old 
Graveyard, the site of the sixth-century monastery of St Eugene, to promote the 
Newtownstewart Heritage Project on European Heritage Open Day, September 15.  
(Photograph by Terry Moore)

Celebrating European Heritage 
Day in Newtownstewart

Fr Neil Farren PP Coleraine was joined by 47 parishioners for a greatly appreciated 
one-day pilgrimage on Lough Derg

Coleraine pilgrims enjoy special 
Lough Derg day retreat

Popular 2024 calendar raises over 
€4,500 for Burt Inch & Fahan 
Parish and Donegal Hospice 

Kathleen Grant and Malachy Harrigan handing over the presentation cheque of 
€2,255 to Isobel Rodgers, chairperson of Donegal Hospice.

Fr Paddy Baker receiving the presentation cheque of €2,255 for Fahan Parish Funds,
from Malachy Harrigan and Kathleen Grant

THE Burt, Inch & Fahan 2024 
Calendar proved to be a great 
fundraiser yet again, with €4,510 
the total amount raised after costs, 
which has been shared between 
Donegal Hospice and Burt, Inch & 
Fahan Parish Funds.

Expressing great appreciation 
for the funds, Isobell Rodgers, 
Donegal Hospice chairperson, said: 
“Donegal Hospice was established 
36 years ago with one Palliative 
Care Nurse. We then opened 
our Hospice at Knocknamona, 
Letterkenny. This was 23 years ago 
and we now have seven Homecare 
Nurses in the community. 

“Any monies raised are used 
to provide Palliative Care to the 
terminally ill of Co Donegal. We 
also cover MS, Motor Neurone, 
COPD, and we look after children 
with complex needs.

 “I want to thank Kathleen Grant 
and Malachy Harrigan and the 
community for all that they do for 
Donegal Hospice. This means so 
much to us. A big thank you.”

Fr Francis Bradley, PP, also 
expressed his gratitude for the 

funds for Burt, Inch & Fahan 
Parish, saying: “The Parish wishes 
to thank Kathleen Grant, Malachy 
Harrigan and all who helped with 
the sale of the Annual Calendar for 
2024.

“Thanks to the generosity of 
those who supported the sale, the 
proceeds of €2,255 will help greatly 
with a number of parish initiatives 
shortly to get underway.”

In turn, Kathleen Grant has 
expressed her thanks to all who 
helped make the Calendar another 
great success.

She said: “Thank you to the 
photographers for allowing us 
to use their photos, to the local 
business fraternity for their 
sponsorship, to the local shops for 
selling the calendar, to the local 
media and, above all, those who 
bought this special calendar which 
showcases our beautiful parish and 
is sent all over the world. 

“I would like to give a special 
mention of thanks to Malachy 
Harrigan, who gives a lot of his 
time to this project.”
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The Sr Clare Crockett retreat talks series continues this month with Myra McLaughlin, of the Termonbacca Sr 
Clare Committee, sharing her experiences of the effect of Sr Clare on her life and others…

Sr Clare touched my heart…I learnt the more we trust in God’s plan 
the more we experience inner peace

BEFORE her death, I had never 
heard of Sr Clare. A few days 
prior to her body being located in 
the aftermath of the earthquake, 
I was in my parents’ home and 
my mother was talking about 
the missing body of a Sr Clare. I 
had no idea who or what she was 
talking about. She then explained 
what had happened, and she was 
very annoyed about it as she had 
known Clare as a teenager from 
her time in COR, a spiritual 
youth group in Termonbacca.

My mother told so many funny 
stories of Clare’s antics that my 
sides were sore laughing. She 
talked of her going on the Walk 
to Knock. Clare had brought a 
guitar with her and was out in 
the middle of the road singing 
her heart out. My mother said 
that it was a wonder she wasn’t 
killed, but Clare didn’t have a 
care in the world.

When Sr Clare’s body was 
found there appeared to be great 
shock in Derry; mourning one of 
our own and a deep sadness at 
the loss of such a young life. My 
memories of Sr Clare’s funeral 
are the massive crowd and not 
being able to get into the chapel, 
along with moments of quietness, 
stillness and listening to people 
crying. It was heart-breaking for 
her parents and sisters. In their 
unimaginable pain, they had to 
grieve in public view, with the 
media and on-lookers.

In the months that followed, 
my mother had been given one of 
Sr Clare’s prayers and, no matter 
what happened, she always 
said – “Don’t worry about it, Sr 
Clare will sort it out.” She really 
was 100 per cent devoted; she 
had such faith in her. Little did I 
know that a couple of years later, 
in 2018, we would be asking Sr 
Clare to intercede for my mother 
when she became critically ill. 
She was admitted to hospital 
and, after doing a few tests, the 
consultants informed us that 
she was in a poor state, with her 
heart only functioning at 19 per 
cent. She had heart failure and a 
few other serious complications, 
leaving her with a huge battle to 
fight. In her hands, she had Sr 
Clare’s prayer, Rosary beads, and 
St Benedict’s Cross.

Peaceful
Anyone thrown into an 

unexpected sickness would be 
forgiven for going into panic 
mode, but my mother was so 
calm and peaceful. She was not 
one bit scared. We talked a lot, 
but my mother would reassure 
us, saying “I’m going to be ok. Sr 
Clare is going to get me better. 
There is no point in praying if 
you don’t believe in it.” And she 

sincerely meant it. To be honest, 
I wasn’t that convinced. In fact, I 
was absolutely terrified of losing 
her!

One night, I took my mother’s 
night wear home from the 
hospital for washing. Unknown 
to me as I put it into the washing 
machine, the only Sr Clare 
prayer that she had was in one 
of her pockets. Well, imagine 
that coming out of the wash. I 
nearly had to be worked with. 
My husband, Jamesy works in 
Termonbacca and he was telling 
me to calm down, that there 
might be one there.

If I ever needed Sr Clare’s 
intervention, I certainly needed 
it then. That night, I hardly 
slept. I remember that I just kept 
repeating, “Sr Clare, could you 
just find me one prayer.” And, 
I also bribed her that night, 
saying, “You ask Jesus to make 
my mammy better and I promise 
you, no matter what you ask me 
to do, I will do it.”

The next morning, I headed 
off to Termonbacca. I told Brian, 
at reception, the story and we 
looked everywhere, but no Sr 
Clare prayer card could be found. 
I was on my way back to the car 
when Brian came out running, 
telling me with a smile that he 
had found one. He said that he 
had opened a bible and couldn’t 
believe it when he found there 
one of Sr Clare’s prayer cards. 
He told me, “You must be meant 
to have it.” I was that happy, I 
started to cry. I felt that Sr Clare 
had really heard my prayer.

Then I got a phone call from 
Jamesy. He was all chirpy. Little 
did I know that, on the way to 
work, he had called to Thomas 
Gallagher’s house, who was very 
good friends with members of 
Sr Clare’s Order, the Home of 
the Mother. Well, Thomas didn’t 
just give Jamesy one prayer card, 
but a 100! So, I am on the other 
end of the phone nearly having 
a fit! What was I to do with 100 
prayer cards! His reply? Thomas 
had said, “Spread devotion to 
Sr Clare.” Did Sr Clare hear my 
prayer, or what! She was certainly 
making sure that the deal was 
on, following my conversation 
with her, and my mother had 
some laugh about the outcome. 
I was leaving Sr Clare prayer 
cards everywhere, even in toilets. 
My mother’s health slowly got 
better, and in my heart I heard 
Sr Clare say, “Your mammy will 
get better, she just needs to slow 
down for a while.” From that, our 
journey with Sr Clare began

Grave
I had never been to visit her 

grave in the City Cemetery. One 

morning, after getting mammy 
home, I decided that I wanted 
to go to Sr Clare’s grave. I hadn’t 
a clue where in the cemetery 
she was buried, and there were 
no signs like there are now. 
Off I went, on what was a most 
beautiful morning. My mother 
had tried to give me directions, 
but I just said that Sr Clare would 
let me find her. Well, I was up 
and down the paths between the 
graves, looking at the headstones 
to try to find Sr Clare’s. I was 
about to leave, when I decided to 
give one last look in a different 
direction. Then I noticed a wee 
robin flying about. In my mind, I 
asked Sr Clare to guide me to her 
grave and there it was. I couldn’t 
believe it as I must have passed it 
a few times. Maybe the robin was 
a sign to guide me. 

Being at Sr Clare’s grave that 
morning was something special. 
I have never felt inner peace 
like I did that day. I no longer 
felt worried or anxious as I sat 
chatting to Sr Clare like she was 
in front of me. What seemed 
like 10 minutes was actually well 
over an hour. I thanked Sr Clare 
again that day for interceding 
for me and told her to use me in 
whatever way she needed, and I 
left her grave that day with a fire 
in my heart. More than ever, I 
wanted to know about her.

Sisters from the Home of the 
Mother arrived in Derry to 
promote Sr Clare’s film, and 
the buzz around the town was 
something else. My mother 
couldn’t go to the cinema, but 
we all got tickets to go along. 
On the screen, Sr Clare looked 
so radiant with her smile and it 
was great hearing her voice. Her 
joy radiated how happy she was. 
There was also her prayerful side, 
her total commitment. I was in 
total awe. When Sr Clare walked 
into a room, everyone appeared 
happy. Watching the film, I 
cried and I laughed. As a mother 
myself, I found it hard seeing 
Sr Clare’s mother, Margaret, 
nearly begging her, “Please don’t 
go”…and Sr Clare saying, “I am 
going.” I cannot imagine her 
pain of letting go. However, Sr 
Clare touched my heart again, in 
a different way. I learnt that the 
more we trust in God’s plan, the 
more we experience inner peace.

Fear
Sr Clare’s life changed on 

kissing Jesus on a Cross. She 
knew that suffering was nothing 
compared to what Jesus had 
suffered for us. She didn’t allow 
anyone to influence her by bad 
example. Her belief made her 
feel that she wasn’t alone. She 
knew that she was a child of God 

and that she couldn’t fool Him. 
Watching Sr Clare’s film made 
me question my own faith; was 
I practising my faith for myself? 
Sr Clare had certainly focused 
on what she had heard Jesus say. 
“Come follow Me, I will look 
after everything else.” This made 
me realise that fear does not 
come from God, He is all love. 
Hand all over to Him…don’t 
take it back.

After watching Sr Clare’s film, 
I went to Fr Stephen Quinn ocd 
in Termonbacca. I had been 
so moved by her story, her life, 
her honesty. Her love for Christ 
shone through her, and I wanted 
some of what she had. Fr Stephen 
had also been moved by the film 
and saw that something special 
was happening. Sr Clare was 
clearly talking to us all, telling 
us to come back to Jesus and 
love our Blessed Mother. So Fr 
Stephen asked Sr Clare’s family 
about having a Mass each month 
and forming a committee. When 
he asked us to join the Sr Clare 
Committee, with her sisters and 
a few others, it was a very easy 
“yes”. No hesitation was needed.

From that, inspirations flowed 
one after another between us 
all. Sr Clare was obviously on 
a mission. One of these was the 
idea of a Sr Clare candle, to bring 
the light of Jesus into people’s 
homes. Fr Stephen suggested 
only a few hundred initially, 
in case they didn’t sell. When 
1,000 arrived, he nearly had a 
fit! However, they arrived on a 
Thursday and by the Saturday 
there wasn’t one left. Everyone 
from everywhere was looking 
for a Sr Clare candle, so we knew 
that this was something special.

Mural
Then we got the prayer cards 

printed and the next mission was 
a wall mural in Sr Clare’s beloved 
Brandywell, which took a full 
month of debating to decide what 
wall she should go on. The idea of 
using the side gable of a bookie 
didn’t sit well. However, that is 
what we kept coming back to, so 
there was no refusing her…that 
was where it was to go. The only 
problem we had then was that we 
wanted UV artists, Ray and Carl, 
who had painted the Derry Girls 
mural, to do Sr Clare’s, but Ray 
told us that he couldn’t as he was 
waiting on a call to go to America 
to do street art…and Carl needed 
Ray.

I made that many calls to Ray, 
begging him, that he blocked 
my number…the cheek of him! 
However, it was no use as I was 
not giving up that easy. Coming 
out of a vigil Mass one weekend, 
I decided to ‘phone Ray from a 
private number, tricking him 

into thinking that it was the 
famous call from America that 
he was waiting for. When he 
actually answered, I was tempted 
to put on an American accent, 
but I would have been useless 
at it. Can you imagine poor Ray 
hearing my voice on the other 
end? Complete silence! That was 
worse…I had to ask if he was still 
there.

Again, I gave him the whole 
story, telling him how ‘low’ he 
was saying ‘no’ to a wee girl from 
the Brandywell, and that he 
would never get any more work 
now. So, he began to soften up 
and asked when I was looking it 
done for. Bear in mind this was 
a Saturday night, so when I said 
it would need to be finished for 
the next Thursday, he said: “Are 
you clean bonkers, altogether!” I 
said: “Yes…however, it is Sr Clare 
that is asking you…I’m just the 
mediator.” Then he said that he 
had checked the weather forecast 
and that it was to be bad, and 
that he needed the wall painted 
blue and needed a cherry picker. 
When he asked if Carl had 
agreed, God forgive me, I said 
that he had, that he would make 
himself available if Ray was. Pray 
for us sinners…but it was just a 

wee white lie.
Then I told him: “Listen, all I 

need you to say is ‘yes’. We need 
your hands, everything else we 
will take care of.” After a few 
more calls, and on hearing that 
Ray would be available, Carl 
agreed. The deal was on. Patsy 
McCallion had the wall painted 
the next morning, first thing. We 
had a cherry picker donated…the 
sun shone…there was no rain…
and the mural was finished by 
Thursday, in the heart of Sr Clare’s 
dear beloved Brandywell…isn’t 
that something else!

Converted
That mural is the pride of 

the people of the Brandywell, 
those who knew her the most. 
When you turn that corner at 
Brandywell Grotto and are met 
with the most beautiful smile 
of Sr Clare, well, she certainly 
brightens your day. It is such an 
amazing piece of artwork by Ray 
and Carl. I really admire how 
they captured such a beautiful 
portrait of Sr Clare…they must 
have been guided by her. As a 
result, Ray was converted! He 
watched her film and was totally 
blown away.

Inspirations kept flowing. 
During Covid, many houses 
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continued from page 20

Creggan Harvest Mass celebration for Polish community
by Fr Ignacy Saniuta 

Buncrana Fete

THE Polish community in 
the Diocese celebrated the 
Harvest Festival (Dożynki) with 
a Harvest Mass in St Mary’s 
Church, Creggan, on Sunday, 
September 8, which was also 
the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Harvest Festival (Dożynki) 
is a celebration with a long 
tradition. It is a symbol of respect 
for the hard work of the farmer 
and an expression of gratitude 
for his daily struggles.

In Polish tradition, the Harvest 
Festival is a time of joy and 
thanksgiving to God for the 
crops and to people for their hard 
work.

However, for a Christian, the 

earthly harvest festival is only 
a prelude to the final harvest 
festival, when after death we 
will stand face-to-face with God. 
Then He will ask not only about 
the fruits of our physical labour, 
which are extremely important, 
but mainly about spiritual 
fruits; about what we have done 
for our people, family, closest 
community, and thus for our 
salvation. 

During spiritual Harvest 
Festival, we thank God for every 
good deed, even the smallest that 
we have managed to accomplish.

Wreaths, made by people, fruits 
and vegetables were blessed as 
part of the ceremony.

had images of Sr Clare on their 
windows. What a beautiful sight! 
After the Covid restrictions were 
lifted, the Sr Clare committee got 
back together and the idea of a Sr 
Clare retreat was talked about. 
At first, we laughed, however, 
in six weeks a full, ticket only, 
retreat was organised. People 
were phoning from everywhere, 
begging for tickets. That was a 
very special experience for all 
involved.

Personally, my life has 
changed so much for the better 
with Sr Clare in it. My daily 
inspirational Sr Clare quote is: 
“What God knows about me is 
way more important than what 
anyone thinks of me.” These 
are powerful words. I believe 
that Sr Clare has taken me away 
from situations and she has 
introduced me to a different level 
of prayer and people. I do not let 
anyone break my inner peace 
now. I am certainly not without 
faults; every day is a learning day, 

to start over again.
Mass and Confession are very 

important to me; we are blessed 
to have these wonderful gifts. 
Quiet time alone with Jesus is my 
go to, like Sr Clare…Alone with 
Christ alone. My sanctuary is 
Lough Derg – a place of stillness, 
with no phones, television or 
distractions, a place to take you 
away from your daily comforts 
and give you a deep appreciation 
of what God wants from you, a 
place to pray and give thanks.

I don’t know what plans Sr 
Clare has for us next, but I am 
sure that she will have plenty 
for us to do. I love talking about 
Sr Clare to others. She certainly 
is making her presence known 
and interceding for us. She may 
not have been a famous actress, 
however, in her own words, 
maybe she will be a famous nun. 
I believe that is what is happening 
as she is known by thousands 
around the world.
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Fr Peter Madden PP Ballinascreen and Fr John Forbes with stonemason, Kevin 
Murray

Moneyneena Memorial stone unveiled in thanksgiving for priestly 
service of the late Fr John Downey

TO mark the first anniversary 
of the death of Fr John Downey 
CC Moneyneena, parishioners 
from the Ballinascreen Parish 
joined Fr John’s family and 
friends, including those from 
the ‘Fatima Group’, for Mass 
in St Eugene’s Church and the 
unveiling and blessing of a 
beautiful memorial headstone in 
the grounds, “in gratitude for his 
priestly service in Ballinascreen 
Parish”.

Buried in Derry City Cemetery, 
Fr John died on September 
18, 2023. The 83-year-old had 
been 39 years ordained and 
had ministered as curate in 
St Patrick’s, Pennyburn, in 
his native Derry, followed by 
Tamnaherin, Faughanvale, in 
1989, Limavady in 1997, residing 
at Glack, Ballykelly, and finally 
Moneyneena in 2004, where he 
resided for 19 years, until his 
death.

The Mass of Remembrance 
on the Feast of St Matthew was 
concelebrated by Ballinascreen 
Parish Priest, Fr Peter Madden 
and Fr John Forbes, with the 
church filled with the beautiful 
sounds of harp, organ and choir.

During the homily, Fr Peter 
commented on how the Apostle 
Matthew had left behind his life 
as a tax collector to become a 
follower of Jesus, and how Fr John 
had done the same, resigning 
from his job as an electrician to 
enter the seminary.

He added: “I remember saying 
last year, at his funeral, that 
when Fr John entered St Kieran’s 
Seminary it wasn’t a common 
thing to do. Most of the students 
in seminaries all over Ireland left 

school and entered directly in 
those days. John was, therefore, 
from the start a role model of 
what it takes to leave something 
behind and embark on a new life. 
It is more commonplace today.”

Fr Peter went on to say: “There 
is another leaving behind that we 
all must do and it has nothing 
to do with what career path we 
might have chosen or considered. 
All of us are called to leave behind 
a way of living, a way that doesn’t 
have the Lord at its centre, as its 
driving force. Though we will 
always be sinners, the Lord is 
calling us to leave behind a life of 
sin and to live a life filled with his 
grace and love. We will always 
be human and find ways to sin, 
but the more we turn back to 
the Lord and leave the old ways 
behind, the more content and at 
peace with ourselves and with 
others we will be.

Contentment
“It is a contentment that Fr 

John Downey knew very well. 
He never doubted God’s love for 
him and that was the fuel that 
kept him going: God’s love for 
him and his devotion to God’s 
Mother, Mary. In the words of St 
Paul to the Ephesians from this 
morning’s first reading, Fr John 
led a life worthy of his vocation.” 

Expressing gratitude to Fr 
John’s family for providing 
Ballinascreen Parish with the 
memorial stone, Fr Peter added: 
“Those of us who knew Fr John 
need no reminder but for those 
who come after us, it will be a 
lasting testament to his years of 
service among us; a service that 
he embraced right up to the very 
end. So much so, that when news 
of his death was announced last 
year, many parishioners were 
shocked; wasn’t he at Mass last 
Sunday, they said, or the Sunday 
before? There is a lesson there for 
all of us; never to give up and not 
to lie under the challenges of life. 
Fr John Downey never did and it 
is a wonderful legacy he last left 
us. May he rest in peace.”

The congregation gathered 
outside, in front of the Church, 
after Mass for the unveiling and 
blessing of the memorial, which 
was made by Ballinascreen 

parishioner, Kevin Murray, 
of Derrynoid, a stonemason 
and the funeral director who 
looked after Fr John’s funeral 
arrangements. Constructing 
the memorial headstone out of 
Donegal granite, to match the 
stone on the old Mission Cross 
standing beside it, was a labour 
of love for Kevin, who made a 
point of ensuring that a pioneer 
pin was included in the design, 
as he knew how much being a 
pioneer meant to Fr John, who 
had been the spiritual director 
for the Pioneer Association in the 
Diocese for many years.

Unveiled
Fr John’s sisters, Ann and 

Jacinta unveiled the memorial 
headstone and it was then 
blessed by Fr John’s good friend, 
Fr John Forbes. Fr John’s other 
surviving siblings, Roma and Pat 
were unable to attend. Everyone 
was invited to the nearby ‘An 
Rath Dubh’ Centre afterwards, 
for refreshments and musical 
entertainment by some young 
parishioners.

A first anniversary Mass had 
been celebrated earlier in the 
week in St Eugene’s Cathedral, 
where Fr John had been ordained 
on June 3, 1984. St Eugene’s was 
his parish church, which he had 
attended with his parents, Paddy 
and Maud. He was the eldest 
of his siblings, four of whom 
survive him – Pat, Ann, Jacinta, 
and Roma. He was predeceased 
by his brother, Lawrence.

Reminiscing about her brother, 
Ann recalled him telling her that 
he was going for the priesthood 
and that no-one was going to 
put him off this time. She hadn’t 
known that their father had put 
him off when he was younger on 
hearing that he wanted to be a 
priest. 

“I was very shocked when he 
told me that he was going for the 
priesthood,” said Ann, “as he was 
a late vocation, but he was a very 
caring person. It was amazing 
how many people came up to me 
at his funeral to say how much he 
had done for them.

“Our mother died when I 
was six years old and John was 
about 11, and Fr Madden said 

that when there was a death of a 
parent of young children in the 
parish, John would have talked 
to the children about his mother 
dying early.”

Outreach
Fr Peter had mentioned this 

when he delivered the homily 
at Fr John’s Requiem Mass in St 
Eugene’s Church, Moneyneena, 
last year, saying: “Over the 
years, John and I had many 
conversations about life and 
ministry, and I want to mention 
two of those conversations. No 
matter how often he had to do 
it in his life as a priest, John told 
me he always found it difficult 
to attend the funeral of a parent 
whose children were still at 
school. It always moved him 
deeply. The loss of his mother 
when he was only 11, and John 
was the eldest in the family, 
defined his outreach to those who 
lost loved ones, especially young 
families. It was an example of 
someone using their own pain 
and loss to comfort others who 
were now experiencing what he 
knew only too well.”

“The other conversation we 
had many times,” added Fr 
Peter, “was about the events of 
October 30, 1993, in Greysteel, 
when gunmen burst into the 
Rising Sun Bar, killing eight and 
injuring 19 with their murderous 
intent. John said the events of 
that night would remain with 
him always and I have no doubt 
they did. John wasn’t one for 
facing the cameras and the 
media, but he was the priest who 
walked into that pub that night 
and faced what was in front him, 
anointing each victim with the 
touch the Lord.”

Fr Peter had also commented 
on how Fr John signed his name 
as ‘Fr John B Downey’, with the 
‘B’ for Bosco, after St John Bosco, 
the founder of the Salesian Order. 
He explained: “John’s mother, 
Maud had had a brother who 
was studying for the priesthood 
with the Salesian Order, when 
he died in England and was 
buried there. John’s second name 
was a memorial to him. Apart 
from Our Lady of Fatima, John 
retained a devotion to St John 

Bosco throughout his life.”
Fr Peter had also reflected on 

the first time he and Fr John had 
worked together, when he was 
appointed as temporary curate 
for the summer of 1984 in Holy 
Family Parish, Ballymagroarty, 
Derry, following his ordination 
by his good friend, Bishop 
Edward Daly.

Commitment
“I had been appointed curate 

there the year before and John 
was to assist in the parish for the 
summer to allow us to take our 
holidays,” he recalled, adding: 
“Looking back on those first 
weeks of John’s priestly life, 
there was so much evidence of 
the stoicism and commitment 
to his vocation that would define 
the next 39 years of his priestly 
ministry. 

“Though he had been looking 
forward to his ordination for so 
long, John’s father, Paddy, died 
in the days leading up to it. The 
funeral took place and John was 
ordained a priest the following 
day. He often said he was forever 
grateful to Bishop Daly who 
persuaded him not to cancel 
but to go on ahead. But John 
had to dig really deep. What he 
lacked in stature, John had an 
abundance of in character.” 

Commenting on Fr John being 
a late vocation in 1977, when he 
decided to give it a go, Fr Peter 
remarked: “It was very much 
a stand-alone event then. Not 
too many had done it. That in 
itself said so much about the 
resilience that defined him. John 
considered becoming a Carmelite 
and when Fr George McLaughlin 
asked him why wouldn’t he go 
for his own diocese, John replied 
that he thought he wouldn’t 
be accepted because of his age. 
Leave it to me, said George, and 
the rest is history, a history that 
began in Aberystwyth in Wales 
and continued for the following 
six years in St Kieran’s College, 
Kilkenny. 

“Bishop Daly sent John to 
Aberystwyth University for a few 
months to get him used to being 
back in a class room situation 
and to learn how to get used to 
obeying orders set by others, 

since as a lead electrician in his 
work place he was more used 
to giving them. But John found 
seminary life easy to adjust to, 
and to the very end of his life, 
he rose every morning before 
six. Getting up for seven in the 
seminary, he said, was easy when 
you were used to being up at six.”

Present
Referring to Pope Francis’ 

desire that priests have the smell 
of the sheep about them, that 
they remain close to their people 
and know what it is like to walk 
in their shoes, Fr Peter pointed 
out: “Long before Pope Francis 
had expressed that wish, John 
Downey was a living example 
of what that meant in practice. 
In practice, it means simply 
‘being there’, ‘being present’. 
John was a compassionate and 
understanding presence in all the 
parishes he served. The people 
knew he would always be there 
when he was needed. Apart from 
a Tuesday each week and his four 
weeks holidays in the year, John 
Downey was always at the other 
end of the phone, always behind 
the door ready to open it. We can 
talk all we like about the smell of 
the sheep, but being there now 
and again won’t cut it; walking 
alongside them day in and day 
out is how it’s done. John showed 
how it was done.

“For 19 years in Ballinascreen, 
and Moneyneena in particular, 
you could set your watch by 
John Downey’s routine. He 
never failed to visit the sick and 
cared for them with the touch 
a true pastor. He visited his 
primary schools, St Eoghan’s and 
Altayeskey (before it closed), with 
a regularity that if he didn’t turn 
up on time, then it was because 
another parish emergency had 
taken him away.” 

 He went on to highlight that, 
throughout his entire priestly 
ministry until he retired, Fr John 
had been the lead Chaplain to the 
Pioneer Association, and never 
failed to say every St Patrick’s 
Day – “If you drive, don’t drink 
and if you drink, don’t drive.”

Commenting on another 
passion of Fr John’s, Fr Peter 
spoke about how he only ever 

The late Fr John Downey
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The choir that sang so beautifully at the Memorial Mass for Fr John Downey in St 
Eugene's Church, Moneyneena 

Mgr Brendan with his nephew, Michael Devlin and grand-nephew, Jack on the 
occasion of his First Holy Communion.

Rouskey community remembers the late Mgr Brendan Devlin
– distinguished languages scholar…and dedicated “mountainy man”

THE family and friends of 
the late Mgr Brendan Devlin 
gathered with the parishioners 
of Rouskey and surrounding 
areas in St Mary’s Church for the 
celebration of Mass on Sunday, 
September 29, to mark the first 
anniversary of his death.

Mgr Brendan was in his 93rd 

year when he died on September 
19, 2023, in Connolly Hospital, 
Blanchardstown, and following 
Requiem Mass in the College 
Chapel at Maynooth, where 
he had resided, he was taken 
home to Rouskey for burial in 
the cemetery close to the family 
homestead.

One of five children born to 
James and Sarah Devlin, Mgr 
Brendan had fond memories of 
his Co Tyrone home place and 
loved returning there as much as 
he could. His nephew, Michael 
Devlin told ‘The Net’ that he was 
“very much family orientated”.

“He was greatly interested 
in telling us about the local 
history of Rouskey, Gortin 
and the Sperrins area, and his 
experiences growing up in it,” 
recalled Michael, “He came 
home every three months or 
so, and always at Christmas; he 
always loved family gatherings. 
However, he hadn’t been up since 
Covid, so his nieces and nephews 
that live in Dublin made a point 
of calling with him, and my 
work enabled me to call with 
him too. I would have weekly 
phone calls with him, and I miss 
that now. I often called him if I 
heard something of interest on 
television and we would have an 
in-depth conversation about it.”

Larger than life
Describing Mgr Brendan 

as “a very tall, larger than life 
character,” Michael added: “He 
took a keen interest in all that 
you were doing, be it education, 
recreation or business. He had 
great knowledge and wisdom to 
share, and was as sharp as a pin 
right up until his 93rd year.”

Born in Rouskey in 1931, Mgr 
Brendan received his education 
in Aughnamerrigan PS, St 
Columb's Derry, and St Patrick's 
Pontifical University, Maynooth, 
and the Pontifical Irish College 
in Rome. In 1958, he became 
Professor of Modern Languages 
at St Patrick’s College, Maynooth, 
and continued in this role until 
his retirement in 1996. Known 
for his work in French and Irish, 
he translated many works of 
French writers into Irish, and 
translated the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church into Irish in 
2001, a volume which runs to 
almost 1,000 pages. 

Working with his colleague, An 
t-Athair Padraig Ó Fiannachta, 
Mgr Brendan was involved 
in translating the Bible from 
the original Hebrew, Aramaic 
and Greek into Irish. Thirty 
years in the making, ‘An Bíobla 
Naofa’, was the first modern 
edition of the Bible in the Irish 
language. During retirement, 
he made key conciliar texts and 
recent magisterial documents 
available in Irish, such as Lumen 
Gentium; Gaudium et Spes and 
Pope Francis’ encyclical letter 
on the environment, Laudato 
Sí, among others. In the last 
few months before his death, he 
translated two medieval Irish 
poems dedicated to Our Lady 
into English.

Highest French award
Vice-President of St Patrick’s 

College, Maynooth, from 1977 
to 1980, and Rector of the Irish 
College in Paris from 1984 

to 2001, Mgr Brendan will be 
remembered for his great work 
in overseeing the restoration 
and transformation of the 
Collège des Irlandais, Paris, 
into the present Centre Culturel 
Irlandais. In 2001, he was given 
the highest French award 
available to a foreign national, 
when he invested as an Officier 
of the Légion d'honneur.

However, with all of this 
greatness under his belt, Mgr 
Brendan always saw himself as “a 
mountainy man”, as mentioned 
at the homecoming ceremony in 
Rouskey for him on September 
22, 2023, in the eulogy delivered 
by Fr Frank Bradley, of the same 
parish roots.

He told those gathered that Fr 
Brendan was “a man who never 
forgot the place of his birth and 
the deep sense of belonging 
which he drew from this place 
and its people,” adding: “He was 
forever reminding us that it is 
good, therefore, for us to return 
to our roots and be reminded of 
the places we have come from so 
that we might better be able to 
know where we are going. 

“His late brother, Fr Kieran, 
used to often recall how the 
Scot’s Gaelic poet, Soren 
McLaine, spoke of those special 
people in every community 
whom he called, the tradition 
bearers. Monsignor Devlin was 
a giant when it came to tradition 
bearers. He knew the language 
and he knew the people speaking 
it. Language links us to the 
life of the people speaking it…
Monsignor Devlin was a great 
linguist – French and Irish, yes, 
but Greek and Latin and Hebrew 
too amongst others. He even 
learned Polish, so that in the 
negotiations needed to wrestle 
the Irish College in Paris back 
from the Poles, who had occupied 
it for decades, no one would be 
able to pull the wool over his eyes 
or distract or confuse him.” 

Giftedness
“Imagine the giftedness of a 

man who translated the Book 
of the Prophet Isaiah from the 
original Hebrew directly into 
Irish,” continued Fr Frank: “In St 
Columb’s College as a young boy, 
those external examiners who 
listened to him even then thought 
that he was native French. But his 
love for languages almost cost 
him his place in Maynooth, for 
when he went there to study Irish 
especially and the local Unionist 
Council here of the time 
discovered this, they withdrew 
his grant. His mother, a widowed 
woman, could not afford to 
put him through University 
without it and Bishop Farren 
was concerned. But the Bishop 
found a solution – change to 
studying French – which he did 
– and the grant was restored. He 
went on, of course, to become the 
Professor of Modern Languages 
at Maynooth and spent 74 years 

there. He was so bright that, no 
matter what he studied, he’d 
have excelled at it.”

Recalling the times when Mgr 
Brendan came home to the parish 
to help his brother, Fr Kieran, 
during his time of ministry 
in Gortin, Fr Frank said: “His 
stories were fascinating, his 
sermons enthralling, with a good 
measure of politics thrown in so 
that they’d be remembered. But 
he made everything simple and 
re-tellable – not in a patronising 
way, but as the great teacher that 
he had become. When they’d 
both take to the altar on a Good 
Friday, it was poetry in motion – 
we were being treated to a very 
personal account of the events 
in Jerusalem and on Calvary. But 
we were not just observers – we 
were made participants in this 
blend of liturgy and life where 
heaven and earth mingled before 
our very eyes.”

Legacy
He went on to speak of Mgr 

Brendan’s youthful summers, 
“working on the tea-van mobile 
shops of the Cappie Dohertys 
or my granduncle Pete Carlin, 
which went from farm to farm 
plying their trade”, remarking: 
“This allowed him access to a 
generation of native speakers 

who were soon to disappear. The 
lore he gathered, the language 
he learned shaped him and in 
turn shaped those he taught. 
A great legacy of learning has 
been left in his wake. As the poet 
that he was, and I quote from 
his own writings, Monsignor 
Devlin moulded us to recognise 
the eternal aspect behind the 
constant change of life. As a 
people, we love to spin a yarn or 
two. 

“But it is to the poet which he 
loved so much, that I turn to 
finish. Máirtín Ó Díreáin, from 
the Aran Islands, wrote about 
the importance, when all’s said 
and done, of coming home to 
your own people. He wrote, 
‘Maireann a gcuimhne fós i 
m’aigne agus mairfidh cinnte go 
dté mé i dtalamh’ – their memory 
remains implanted in my mind 
and will remain with me until I 
am buried in my grave. So, too, 
Monsignor Brendan Devlin’s 
memory will remain with us 
amongst these Mutterloney hills. 
In the same grave as his brother 
now, may he rest in peace.”

Mgr Brendan was predeceased 
by his brothers, Colum, Rev Fr 
Kieran and baby Brian, and his 
sister, Carmel.

used the chalice that been given 
to him as an ordination present, 
with the inscription: ‘From 
Sparta and all your Athletic 
Friends, 1984.’ 

Athletics
He continued: “Sparta 

Athletics in Derry owes so much 
to John Downey both as a runner 
and as a coach. Long after he was 
ordained, he was still providing 
runners with coaching tips 
and training schedules. It was 
certainly one of John’s proudest 
moments and one he didn’t 
boast too much about, but if you 
reminded him of it you would 
know he was proud of it, and 
that’s the fact that he had run a 
marathon under three hours. 
It was the first ever marathon 
held in Ireland, and those who 
run long distance nowadays will 
know the wonderful achievement 
that was and would be still today. 

 “Come into John’s house 
unannounced and you’d likely 
find him watching sport of 
any kind, especially athletics. 
Something else you’d find him 
watching was the live stream 
from either Lourdes or Fatima. 
John had a profound love for 
Mary, the Mother of God, 
especially in her guise as Our 
Lady of Fatima. He visited 
Fatima many times and was, 
indeed, friendly with the convent 
in Fatima. John promoted 
devotion to Our Lady of Fatima 
all through his life as a priest, 
especially here in Moneyneena. 
Indeed, long before Pope Francis 

invited us to consecrate the 
people of our parishes to her, 
John had already done that and 
the schools as well. Incidentally, 
on his last visit to Fatima, John 
caused quite a stir. A group of 
tourists from China gathered 
around him, taking photos and 
waving. They thought he was 
President Higgins. John told me 
he waved back and never put 
them off their notion.”

 Saying that it had been obvious 
that Fr John was slower and his 
health was fading during the last 
few months of his life, Fr Peter 
remarked that, like the late Pope, 
Saint John Paul II, there was “no 
giving up, no conceding to the 
inevitable”. 

 He added that it had been a 
privilege for all in Ballinascreen 
that they had amongst them 
“one who was so faithful to God, 
and who spent every waking 
hour serving the people of 
God, modestly and dutifully, 
spreading the good news that 
Jesus was and truly is the Son of 
God.”
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Derry priest and Bellaghy parishioner honoured by 
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem

THE Derry Diocese recently 
had its first priest admitted to 
the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
during an investiture ceremony 
in St Patrick’s Maynooth College 
Chapel, in July. Fr Brendan 
Crowley, PP Errigal & Kilrea, was 
invested by Cardinal Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa OFM, Latin Patriarch 
of Jerusalem and Universal Grand 
Prior of the Order.

It was the Cardinal’s first visit 
to Ireland and his first time to 
participate in an investiture 
service, during which he 
encouraged members not to 
forget Christians in the Holy 
Land.

Fr Brendan has great empathy 
with the plight of the Christians 
in the Holy Land, which he has 
visited on a couple of occasions as 
a pilgrim.

During the investiture, the 
Cardinal presented Fr Brendan 
with the Jerusalem Cross, which 
he described as being rather 
unique, with four smaller crosses 
around the large cross.

 He explained: “It represents 
the four Gospels being spread 
throughout the corners of the 
world, and represents also the 
wounds of Christ on the cross.”

 “I always had an interest 
in this unusual  cross and its 
association  with the Holy Land,” 
added Fr Brendan, “hence, when 
I was approached last year to join 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre, I had no hesitation in 
doing so.”

Silver Palm
Bellaghy parishioner, John 

Bosco O’Hagan has been a 
member of the Order for 17 years 
now, and he received the ‘Silver 
Palm of Jerusalem’ from Cardinal 
Pizzaballa during this year’s 

ceremony for exceptional services 
rendered to the Order over the 
years, for the benefit of those in 
need in the Holy Land.

The Palm of Jerusalem, of gold, 
silver or bronze, is conferred to 
those deemed of flawless moral 
conduct, especially meritorious 
on behalf of the Order or the Holy 
Land.

Commenting on being a 
recipient of the Silver Palm, the 
75-year-old founder of Specialist 
Group, Maghera, said: “It is a 
great honour to receive this. 
We sponsor students at the 
Bethlehem University and each 
year I donate a bursary to sponsor 
one student. For the past number 
of years, two students have each 
received a bursary.

“News of getting the Silver 
Palm came out of the blue. I was 
just told to be at the ceremony in 
Maynooth to have the Silver Palm 
installed on me.”

 John Bosco was invited to join 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre by member, Nicholas 
McKenna, of Ballymena, who had 
come to know of his interest in 
the Holy Land from discussions 
in Opus Dei circle meetings.

Pope
There are currently 20 Knights 

of the Order in the north of 
Ireland, with two Knights and one 
priest from the Derry Diocese. 
John explained that the process 
involved being recommended 
to your parish priest and then 
the Bishop of the Diocese, 
who then submits the name 
for appointment by the Pope. 
Investing of new members then 
takes place at the annual two-day 
ceremony in Maynooth, each July.

 John Bosco has been blessed 
with visiting the Holy Land on 
three pilgrimages with the Order 

– first in 2007, then 2009, and 
again in 2013.

“It is a wonderful experience,” 
said the Tyrone native, “You go 
to where Jesus was born and died, 
and get the opportunity to follow 
the Way of the Cross to Calvary, 
as well as visit the Holy Sepulchre 
where He was laid out, and other 
holy sites in Bethlehem and 
Nazareth.

“These pilgrimages are a way of 
supporting the Christians living 
in the Holy Land. We also visit 
hospitals and orphanages during 
our pilgrimages, and purchase 
souvenirs.”

The Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem 
originates from the Crusaders 
era in the 1100s, when Crusaders 
went to reclaim Jerusalem from 
the Turks. A Christian charity 
emerged called ‘The Equestrian 
Order’, which had the same aim 
as the Crusaders but were non-
violent.

Chivalry
An order of chivalry, it is under 

the protection of the Holy See 
and comprises lay faithful as well 
as some clergy. Male members 
are called Knights and females 
are known as Dames. Members 
are devoted to the service of the 
Church across the Holy Land.

The Order has the Pope as 
its spiritual leader and has an 
administration in Rome called 
the Grand Magisterium, which 
is headed by Cardinal Fernando 
Filoni. Cardinal Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa OFM, is the Universal 
Grand Prior of the Order and 
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem.

The inclusion of ‘Equestrian’ 
in the name of the Order is 
in relation to the horses that 
Crusaders rode on to Jerusalem. 
At that time, the Crusaders had 

the military, which were the 
knights, and the hospitallers, 
which were the medics. Over the 
years, the medics became The 
Order of Malta and the soldiers 
became the Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Other medics who 
looked after people who had 
leprosy became the Knights of 
Lazarus. All formed around the 
same time, they are known as the 
Chivalric Orders.

The primary mission of the 
Order today is to focus on 
Christianity and supporting 
the Christian communities in 
the Holy Land, which are in 
decline for economic reasons and 
persecution. It supports projects 
in Israel, the occupied Palestinian 
territories of the West Bank in 
Gaza, as well as projects in Jordan 
and Syria, and some in Egypt. 
These projects include schools 
and orphanages, with support 
including water pumps, solar 
panels, and donations for food, 
laptops in schools etc.

Donations
The Christian community in the 

Holy Land is primarily supported 
by tourism, but this industry has 
collapsed with the war, so the 
Order gives donations to pay for 
medical bills, electricity, food, etc.

To be eligible for membership 
of the Order, you have to be a 
practising Catholic, living your 
faith in your own community, 
and have a passion for the Holy 
Land. One of the obligations of 
members is to make at least one 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
Male members wear a white 
cloak, symbolising the purity of 
Jesus, and females wear black 
cloaks, with a mantilla. Dames 
were invited into the Order in 
1888 by Pope Leo XIII, and have 
equal status.

The Order has 30,000 
members worldwide today. The 
Lieutenancy of Ireland has 200 
members, who meet regularly 
in the four Provinces to inspire 
one another and have retreats 
with inspirational speakers. 
It celebrates spring, summer, 
autumn and winter Masses, and 
a New Year’s Eve Mass at Knock 
Shrine.

Membership of the Order is by 
invitation of an existing member, 
but anyone interested can either 
express this to their priest or 
contact the Order via its website.
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Inishtrahull island…and the Mass rock that vanished 
by Dr Seán Beattie

APART from residents of the 
Inishowen peninsula, few will 
readily identify the island of 
Inishtrahull on the map of Ireland. 
Located six miles off Malin Head, 
it is an idyllic landscape that covers 
114 acres. At its peak, the island 
had 80 persons living there, but for 
most of the 1800s, it was around 
50. The last residents left in 1928, 
leaving a few light keepers to keep 
the fires burning. It is the only large 
island in the Derry Diocese and 
the most northerly land portion 
of the Diocese. Three boats travel 
to the island at different times 
during the summer months from 
Bunagee harbour, Culdaff, and 
all sailings are subject to weather 
conditions. The journey takes less 
than one hour. 

Monastic associations
Historically, it is believed that the 

island was used as a penitential 
site for the monks of Cloncha 
monastery, Culdaff, for short 
periods. Unlike similar islands off 
the Donegal coast, a permanent 
monastery was never located on 
the island. The earliest link to Early 
Christian times is an inscribed 
stone, decorated with a marigold 
design, found during excavations 
for the new lighthouse; the stone is 
now in the care of Donegal County 
Museum. 

The Blessed Virgin statue

A statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was revered on the island, 
and fishermen often prayed to 
Mary as they blessed themselves 
before setting out on a sea voyage. 
Most boats had a small bottle of 
holy water tied to the prow. When 
a new school was built, the statue, 
measuring about three feet in 
height, was placed in the building. 

 As islanders left Inishtrahull for 
good, the statue was transported 
to the mainland and is now on 
display at the Wee House at Malin 
– actually a cave carved out of the 
rocky hill side - beside the ruin 
of the church of St Moriallaigh. 
It was from here that boats sailed 
to the island before the pier was 
built at Malin Head in the late 19th 
century. The lighthouse tender 
ferried keepers to the light station 
from Malin Well. 

The loss of life at sea was 
something that islanders lived 
with, and all families could name 
at least one member who died 
on stormy waters on fishing 
trips. A good knowledge of tidal 
movements on the island was 
essential for boatmen, as tides were 
favourable only for limited periods 
daily. A small graveyard can be 
seen on the east of the island, 
which bears the names of local 
families but also those of keepers’ 
children who died on the island. 
A circle of rough upright slabs at 
the centre of the graveyard marks 

the location where bodies lost at 
sea were buried. Most burials are 
marked by a rough upright slab, 
without an inscription. Unbaptised 
children were also buried here. 

A home-made, concrete Celtic 
cross is the largest feature in the 
graveyard. It is not surprising 
that the island community was 
a deeply religious one. There 
was no church on the island but, 
around 1900, Lloyds of London, 
who owned the island, considered 
building a church, however, this 
never materialized.

 
Sunday Mass

Sundays were reserved as a day 
of rest on the island. Subject to 
weather conditions, a priest from 
Malin would say Mass in a local 
house or in the school. However, 
this was generally impossible 
during winter time. Local priests 
were not posted to Malin Parish 
because of their seamanship skills 
and preferred to remain on the 
mainland. Every year, at least one 
house would ‘take the station’, that 
is, have Mass celebrated in the 
home. Confessions were usually 
heard in the living quarters of the 
keepers. Lighthouse staff were 
generally Catholics, but staff 
working for Lloyds were usually 
Protestants. 

The Mass Rock
With weather permitting, 

Sunday Mass was usually 
celebrated outdoors at the Mass 
Rock in the centre of the island. A 
cross can be seen carved roughly 
out of the rock behind the altar. If 
no priests were available, islanders 
assembled at midday and the 
Rosary was recited, usually by the 
King of the island or an elderly 
female resident. There were also 
prayers for fishermen who died at 
sea. 

The Mass rock was a rough, 
square slab, heavily indented, 
and sheltered behind a low grassy 
hill. Two parallel rows of stones 
formed a sanctuary. Visitors to 
the island were impressed by the 
sight of assembled worshippers 
and listened to the sounds of 
prayer rising to the heavens.  
About 20 years ago, the Mass 
rock disappeared. No trace of it 
was found on the island and it is 
believed to be on the mainland. 
The resident light keepers had 
departed the island when the 
light went automatic, and so no 
reports of the removal were made 
to the authorities in time. Out of 
respect, most Mass rocks are left 
untouched and this removal is 
clearly the first of its kind. Because 
of its bulk and weight, a team of 
workers would have been required 
to transfer it to the mainland. 

Today, a small square slab, taken 
from the east of the island, lies in 
place of the original Mass Rock. 

The new stone was carried to the 
location by two people whose 
families had a traditional link with 
the island. Fortunately, the cross 
carved on the rock face behind the 
Mass Rock is still in place, despite 
its exposure to Atlantic storms. 

Currently protected as a bird 
observatory, the island is like a 

time capsule, where faith, fishing 
and folklore are all intertwined.

(Access with ‘Amazing Grace’ 
yacht, ‘True North Boating’ and 
‘Inishowen Boating’, all seasonal. 
Picture shows the Celtic Cross in 
the graveyard.)

For more information, see ‘Book 
of Inishtrahull’ by Seán Beattie). 

Inishtrahull Cross in the island graveyard

Eternal Echoes… Timeless Truth for today’s hearts by Regina Deighan

Memento Mori
IT makes logical sense that 

God, Who gave us our faith, 
aligned aspects of this faith with 
the natural world He created. 
Consider the changing of the 
seasons and the ways in which our 
liturgical calendar corresponds. 
Easter falls in the springtime as 
a reminder of the New Life we 
inherit through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Or, consider the 
fact that as we descend into the 
darkness of winter, the Light of 
the World is born in time and 
history just as the days begin 
to lengthen again. As we move 
through this present calendar 
year, we are approaching nearer 
to the end of this liturgical year. 
As the last leaves fall from the 
trees, so to dwindle the days of the 
Church calendar, leaving us with 
autumn as a time to consider our 
own mortality. 

Often dubbed ‘Spooky Season’ 
because of Halloween, autumn 
brings about a sense of death - 
leaves darken, wither, and fall to 
the ground. The last of the harvest 
is gathered from the land, leaving 
it barren until it is time to plant 
again. All around us, the earth is 
going through a transition, which 
can encourage us to also examine 
the movement and state our 
own lives. Catholics often have 
a reputation for heavily focusing 

on death: chapels can be found 
throughout Europe that were 
constructed out of bones; we have 
an inclination to hang crucifixes 
in every room; black vestments; 
requiem bells; and skulls in 
religious art…all examples of the 
Catholic consideration of death. 

This emphasis on death is in no 
way an obsession with the morbid 
or macabre; rather, it is a focus for 
us. We know that death is not the 
end, but rather the beginning of 
new life. Our lives provide us with 
these opportunities to prepare 
ourselves to meet the Lord at our 
particular judgment. Our faith is 
laced with this reality, not because 
we are pessimistic, but because we 
desire to enter into the richness 
that the Lord has to offer us in 
the life of Heaven. And thus, it is 
important that we possess, and 
live by, a sense of ‘memento mori’ 
- remembering the reality that we 
must die.

Christ, through His Church, 
does not leave us stranded in this 
regard. We need not decipher a 
morality for ourselves. Instead, 
the Church provides us with clear 
teaching about how we are to live 
our lives, through sacramental 
grace, in order that we might 
find ourselves at the throne of 
the Lord at the end of our earthly 
lives. The Lord established the 

Sacrament of Baptism to free us 
from original sin and enter into 
living relationship with Him, 
the Sacrament of Confession to 
repair our broken relationship 
with Him on account of personal 
sin, and the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist to provide us with food 
for our earthly pilgrimage, that 
we might be nourished with His 
very self in order to combat sin 
in our lives. We are given the Ten 
Commandments and Beatitudes 
as moral law indicating how we 
should live and conduct ourselves 
in order to remain in a state of 
grace and be counted among 
those at the Heavenly Banquet. 
A clear path is marked from the 
baptismal font to the gates of the 
Kingdom, but we must tread it 
with fervor, persistence, and hope 
in order to reach our destination. 
It is not morbid to consider the 
gates, nor to prepare ourselves to 
face them at any moment. Life 
is short and fragile; eternity in 
Heaven or Hell is…well…forever.

At the beginning of our Lenten 
journey every year, we are 
marked with the sign of the cross 
in ashes and reminded of our 
mortality with the words that 
the Lord spoke to Adam after his 
Sin in the Garden, “Remember, 
O man, that you are dust and 
to dust you shall return” (Gen. 

3:19). Thus commences a time 
of prayer, fasting, abstinence, 
and preparation to walk the road 
to Calvary with Christ. The final 
large feasts of the liturgical year 
center on death and the New Life 
to which we are called, including 
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. 
November as a whole is dedicated 
to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
The readings just before Advent 
start to become apocalyptic in 
nature, as are the readings at the 
beginning of Advent. Everything 
about this time of year, in nature 
and in the Church, points to the 
necessity of “getting our affairs in 

order,” regardless of our age, state, 
or health. As autumn descends, 
perhaps it can become a new time 
to examine our souls and prepare 
ourselves to meet the Lord: “For 
we do not know the day nor the 
hour” (Mt. 25:13).

Oscar Wilde, converting to 
Catholicism on his deathbed, 
often declared to his friends, 
“Catholicism is the only religion 
to die in.” Despite an often-
sinful life, the Truth, beauty, and 
goodness of the Faith and the 
Traditional Liturgy, especially 
the Solemn Requiem Mass, 
continually spoke to Oscar’s heart 

and soul, preparing him, even in 
his final hours in this life, to seek 
and to meet the Lord. Imagine 
how much more we, as faithful, 
practicing Catholics, can prepare 
ourselves for the moments before 
we ourselves die and meet the 
Lord for our particular judgment. 
Since our lives are merely a breath 
(cf. Psalm 39:5), may we work to 
keep our affairs in order, never 
forgetting from whence we came 
and where we desire to go. Tempus 
fugit; ergo…memento mori! 
(“Time is fleeting, therefore…
remember that you, too, will die!”) 
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Man fully alive! by Fr John McLaughlin ssc
Change and decay…growth…more of…wonder…thanks…

THERE were so many occasions 
when I was witness to such 
moments, and in great part they 
arose around the lives of ‘ordinary 
committed Catholics’, whose 
stories may never be told.

During the Municipal elections 
in the mid-nineties, some of 
the leaders in the parish of San 
Columbano decided to invite the 
local candidates to come in and 
speak to members of the parish 
community in El Bosque district. 
And they came in with great 
enthusiasm; parties from the Left, 
like the Communists, Socialists, 
Christian Democrats, and from 
the Right, the UDI and the RN. 
They faced up to their audience, 
that had prepared questions on 
Health, Security, Education, 
Services at local level, for youth 
and the elderly, etc.

Amongst our Pastoral agents, 
the more enthusiastic were the 
Social Action, Food Kitchens, 
Free Legal Aid and AA groupings, 
while some of the catechists felt a 
bit distanced from the event and 
didn't show the same energy about 
the questions. All candidates faced 
the questions with good humour 
and openness, and there was little 
of the disparagement tactics that 
they might have shown in other 
areas of their campaigns. The only 
group amongst them to express 
reservations about the ‘Church 
getting involved in la politica’ were 
the Christian Democrats, some of 
whom felt that they should have an 
open field in the Church.

On another occasion, and in the 
same social field, we celebrated 
the First of May and St Joseph 
the Worker. After the motivating 
Mass, we had a forum/game on 
the Ley Laboral, where some of 
the members ran an interesting 
exchange on what were the rights 
and duties of workers. 

Getting involved in politics 
was not easy, though many of 
the participants would have 
participated in what were called 
‘Cabildes Abiertos’, an open and 
street-forum organised by the local 
Mayor, Sadi Meli, with whom we 
had a fluid relationship at the level 
of the seven chapels. Members of 
the Senate and the Congress could 
often be seen and approached 
in the local street ‘ferias’, held 
in different areas from Sunday 
to Sunday. So that, as regards 

Catholic involvement, we were 
pushing an open door, and only 
had to face up to the formation 
of these pastoral agents at parish, 
deanery and zonal level.

Pastoral Orientations
One of the many guides I turned 

to, in my years leading some of 
those parishes, were the ‘Pastoral 
Orientations’ of the Bishops 
Conference at national level, which 
were renewed every four years after 
much consultation at parish and 
community levels. In 1989, they 
were for me rich and challenging 
in the outline they gave of the 
qualities of a committed Catholic, 
and I turned to them on many 
occasions during the subsequent 
years, both in Santiago and in 
Valparaiso, where I had nearly 11 
years of happy ministry. 

 The elements of that outline 
have stuck in my memory: “An 
experience of the presence of 
God in your own life, being a 
fully human and alive person, 
both convinced and convincing 
in our faith, being a witness to 
God and His Mission, being a 
Catholic in name and not just as 
an Adjective.” These guided me 
in many a workshop and evenings 
of formation for catechists, 
monitors, animators, ministers, 
and co-ordinators, down the years. 
Because of the closeness of working 
together, I came to appreciate that 
these same ‘conditions’ were being 
fully realised in their commitment 
and belief. There were, indeed, 
many who were ‘Catholic first’ 
and functionary/labourer, etc 
second…eg, a Catholic who 
happened to be a gardener.

 Another aspect of those years 
must have been the constant 
missionary dimension. In 
Valparaiso, for example, we had 
the movement for young people, 
‘Infancia Missionera’, and a strong 
diocesan emphasis headed at that 
time by Mgr Jaime Fernandez, who 
was a cousin of the Chilean later 
canonised, Theresa of los Andes, 
a Carmelite Saint. Jaime was 
always at the head of the Infancia 
at their diocesan gatherings, 
and he promoted with zeal the 
Collection on Mission Sunday at 
the meetings of the Clergy, which 
I attended, indicating a very up-to-
date knowledge of the Mission in 
the universal Church. Columban, 
Fr Gerry Bellew used often remark 

to me, in his role as the National 
and Diocesan Director of that 
Obras Pontificales, ‘Peter’s Pence’, 
that Mgr Jaime was always the 
first to arrive at his office with that 
collection. 

Missionary dimension
At Parish level, people knew 

about Columban Missions in 
Korea and Fiji, etc, from the lay 
missionaries and priests, whose 
accents they had to get used to. 
Tila Tanumi, from Fiji, gave great 
witness to that in the Diocese of 
Valparaiso and, at chapel level, 
her liturgy and liturgical dance 
at the Eucharist impressed all by 
its reverence at the beginning and 
the Offertory of the Mass. More 
recently, in my former parish of 
San Columbano, Fr Dan Harding 
organised a ‘festival of food’ 
from different countries, a food-
fair organised by Columban Lay 
Missionaries from many countries 
and serving in the Diocese of 
Santiago. So that hailing back to 
the Five Fingers - cinco patas - of 
the Parish Council, the Missionary 
dimension was always on the 
‘tabla’. The others, once again, 
were: Formation; Solidarity; 
Community; Celebration of the 
Liturgy - each having its own 
language and emphasis, and 
Revision/Evaluation, of whatever 
programme it had under way

 In the lives involving many of 
our ‘pastoral agents’ (sounds very 
stiff in English, I must say!), I have 
fond memories of the visits of some 
of our Irish Uachtarain. The visit 
to our Parish of San Columbano 
of Mary Robinson and Nick was 
centred by me on the Chapel of 
Enrique Alvear, named after a 
prominent Bishop of the Poor and 
highly unusual in the naming of a 
non-canonised person as patron 
of a chapel. It was on a high at 
that time in the level of its pastoral 
activities. So, I perhaps lost a few 
friends and allies in the decision 
to limit the invitation that Sunday 
morning to members of the chapel 
community, who thus occupied 
the front seats which might have 
been taken over by members of 
her delegation, of the Mayor, Sadi 
Melo and his council, of priests 
and sisters from the Deanery, and 
some other Columbans, who were 
not excited by the option I had 
taken. 

Commitment
In any case, Mary Robinson 

proved an excellent listener as she 
met the various active members 
of the Comunidad and listened 
to their story of commitment: the 

Soup Kitchens; the AA group very 
present there; the strong youth 
group of the time; the coordinators 
and ministers; catechists at various 
levels for the sacraments and adult 
initiation. A tree was planted and is 
still on view in the chapel grounds, 
and I recall that my sermon tried 
to avoid the adulation temptation, 
with a strong element from 
‘Crossing the Threshold of Hope’, 
the lively testimonies of Pope John 
Paul II, which were exciting me at 
the time.

 Another visit from Ireland was 
from Michael D Higgins as an 
Tuachtaran to the Parish of San 
Matias, in the East of the city. It was 
a terribly wet and stormy Saturday 
morning, at 9, am and everyone 
got a wetting in making their way 
the Esperanza chapel, where the 
honoured guest and entourage 
crossed from the capilla to a local 
college, where around 50 active 
members of the parish bravely 
appeared, having stepped through 
puddles and showers of rain 
from their chapels to fulfil their 
‘compromiso’ with their parish. 
So, the President generously 
listened to their testimonies and 
their living situations under the 
leadership of Columban, Fr Pat 
Egan, as they talked of drugs 
and hunger and street violence 
and killings, and many other 
insecurities, while witnessing to 
their own commitments, their 
‘Compromiso’. Afterwards, as 
the delegation withdrew without 
having to get even their feet wet on 
the occasion, I was in no doubt that 
the real heroes were those people 
who appeared and joyfully gave 
witness to what being a Catholic 
meant to them.

Zealous
 Two people from these groups 

appeared on a recent Facebook 
posting of Padre Pablo Palma, a 
friend of mine and a supportive 
neighbour in one of those parishes. 
They are Gilda Franco and her 
Tina Morgada, who were and still 
are very active and zealous leaders 
in their chapel communities. 
Gilda has been, with her family, an 
ever-present member of that same 
Enrique Alvear communidad - 
Catechist for Baptism preparation 
with a huge level of witness, and 
a lively animator on Sundays 
of the Eucharistic celebrations, 
representative until now of the 
movement of Communities 
(CCBs) at Zonal and Diocesan 
levels, and a great advocate of 
Bishop Enrique Alvear, and who 
weathered many physical and 

health problems in her own life 
and that of her two sons. Tina 
– Clementina - Morgada on her 
side, has long been an active 
minister and catechist in the Holy 
Family community, and with her 
late husband, Pato, was active in 
the Catholic Family Movement, 
‘Encuentro Matrimonial’, and 
that was noticeable when they 
administered the Communion to 
each other in the Sunday Mass. She 
has been the Social Assistant to the 
parish for many years, dealing 
with all the medical situations, 
etc, that presented themselves, and 
projects like getting new teeth for 
some of the very poor, running 
the food kitchens and having a 
weekly meeting with its leaders, 
which I often attended. For one of 
those meetings, on a yearly basis, 
she organised a Catholic and New 
Testament format of the Paschal 
Meal, with all the herbal and other 
trimmings. As an animator at 

Eucharistic celebrations without 
a priest, she has a warm and 
informed presence. That could 
well have a very prominent place 
in the modern Irish Church, where 
priests simply cannot keep up with 
very challenging situations!

 There was a moment in a Deanery 
Meeting in Bray, after my first shift 
on mission, and expounding upon 
all these ministries and pastoral 
agents, when Fr John McMahon 
irrupted with the phrase: “If the 
Lay people are doing all that, what 
is there left for us to do?” And in an 
Irish context, I could see what was 
making him uneasy.

Struggles
Of course, there was always the 

task of animating and leadership 
of these groups, often high-energy 
people, for whom the chapel was 
the centre of their lives. So, there 
would be rivalries, and ‘roces’, 
or struggles, at individual and 
community level. There were 
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situations of conflict, of people 
just holding down a role, and that 
required vigilance, awareness of 
the material, and frequent personal 
presence. One catechist was a 
‘trouble maker’ and her group just 
counted the days until the end of 
the course. So, when I stood her 
down she moved off to the other 
parish which was led by a fellow 
Columban, who would not take 
my warning. Before many months, 
he lost his cool while dismissing 
her from her role, declaring aloud 
that “Fr Juan had warned me 
that you were trouble”. So, within 
about 20 minutes, I had her on my 
doorstep, with her husband and 
his brother, trying to wangle my 
way out of that one, and vowing 
war on my brother Columban! 

 There were always situations 
which could boil over and others 
that just needed a word of warning 
and encouragement. Back from 
vacation at home, the situation 
amongst the groups demanded 
a couple of nights sitting in 
the Parish Office and letting a 
number of men, women and 
youth just to come in and ‘sound 
off a bit’ on their frustrations 
and misunderstandings! That 
was where the time went for me 
as Parish Priest in those years…
putting out fires, as we used to say!

 One of the great parts of life 
in those parishes, and Catholic 
rural and urban living, was the 
‘Religiosidad Popular’, the beliefs 
and non-sacramental devotions, 
blessings, and traditions. There 
would be the roadside shrines to 
the dead, the holy water sought for 
animals, cars and trucks, sacred 
places and devotions. In the Latin 
American Church Assembly of 
Aparecida (where the present Pope 
Francis as Archbishop of Buenos 
Aires, Cardinal Bergoglio, played 
a leading role), the issue was taken 
on board in a very positive way 
and the ‘Seeds of the Kingdom’ 
were valued. It was a great help 

at formation level of catechists, 
pastoral co-ordinators, etc, to be 
able to make a positive case for 
those well enshrined religious and 
cultural practices. 

Popular religions
 These days, as I write these lines, 

the Pope has been in the long visit 
to Asia, where the Church has 
long known how to live in multi-
cultural, ethnic and religious 
environments, as an interview 
with the Cardinal William Goh of 
Singapore showed clearly to me:

 “I think Asia would be able to 
contribute to the universal Church 
by stressing the importance of 
popular religions. I think there is 
an over-emphasis on theology, of 
knowledge of Christ. Of course, 
these are beautiful, really beautiful 
things - I myself like to read all 
these books - but just knowing 
doesn't change you until you feel 
it in your heart. And popular 
religions are very important in 
Asia.

 “I think we should not despise 
popular religions, because 
these are the means that people 
encountered Jesus. Not all are 
very educated and not all like to 
read. Even the younger generation 
today, they like to see pictures: 
People want to see, want to feel, 
want to touch.

 “That is why when even when 
the people touch the Holy Father 
or Holy Father touches them, I 
could see the tears and the joy. It 
was like Jesus touching them. And 
this is true.

 “That is why in Asia, we have 
different cultural expressions 
of our faith, whether it's statues, 
whether it's dance, whether in the 
different ways of devotion, they've 
got a lot of popular piety.

 “Of course, popular piety has to 
be guided by the Church, that is 
true. But we cannot dismiss them, 
because I feel that true religious 
piety, when they fall in love with 
Jesus, then slowly we can lead them 
to a greater knowledge of their 
faith, to purify their devotion.” 

 His whole interview carries this 
message of hope and I can see 
how the Asian Church has a lot of 
energy that is welcome in a more 
secular and materialistic Western 
Church and even in modern Chile!

Pope’s monthly 
intention
The Holy Father has asked for 
prayer during October for:

For a shared mission:
We pray that the Church 
continue to sustain in all ways 
a Synodal lifestyle, as a sign of 
co-responsibility, promoting the 
participation, the communion 
and the mission shared among 
priests, religious and lay people.

Prayer for Priests
Heavenly Father, I ask you to bless 
our bishops and priests and to 
confirm them in their vocation of 
service.
As they stand before us as 

ministers of Your Sacraments, 
may they be channels of the love 
and compassion of the Good 
Shepherd, who came not be served 
but to serve.

Give them the grace they need to 
respond generously to you, and the 
courage to proclaim your Word of 
justice, love and truth. Bless, in a 
special way, Your servant Father, 
Send your Spirit upon him So 
that he may always walk in the 
path of faith, hope and love, in 
the footsteps of Christ, the eternal 
priest, who offered Himself on 
the cross for the life of the world. 
Amen.

Remember in prayer:
Fr Colum Clerkin (Oct 1st)
Fr Roland Colhoun (2nd)
Fr Michael Collins (3rd)

Fr Oliver Crilly (4th)
Fr Patrick Crilly (5th)
Fr Brendan Crowley (6th)
All priests (7th)
All priests (8th)
All priests (9th)
All priests (10th)
Fr James Devine (11th)
Fr Peter Devlin (12th)
Fr Fintan Diggin (13th)
Fr Brendan Doherty (14th)
All priests (15th)
Fr Shaun Doherty (16th)
All priests (17th)
All priests (18th)
Fr Michael Doherty (19th)
Fr Patrick Doherty (20th)
Mgr Andrew Dolan (21st)
Fr Brian Donnelly (22nd)
Msgr Joseph Donnelly (23rd)
Fr Liam Donnelly (24th)
All priests (25th)
All priests (26th)

All priests (27th)
All priests (28th)
Fr Jack Farrell (29th)
All priests (30th)
Fr John Farren (31st)

Fr Roland Colhoun, Newtownstewart, reflects on a recent pilgrimage to Italy…

Pilgrimage…a mini version of the journey to Heaven 
IN the first week of June, I 

accompanied a group of pilgrims 
to the shrines of Italy. Thirty-
three of us - some from our 
parishes here in the Sperrins, 
amalgamated with pilgrims from 
across Ireland, and two from 
London – traversed the Italian 
countryside for seven days. 
We visited multiple towns and 
villages, ascended mountainous 
roads on the coach, passed 
through numerous tunnels 
and gazed upon breath-taking 
scenery in beautiful weather.

A pilgrimage focuses on holy 
places. San Giovanni Rotondo 
was our principal destination. 
It is the Shrine of St Pio of 
Pietrelcina, or Padre Pio as he 
is best known. Padre Pio (1887-
1968) spent his life as a Capuchin 
priest in the south-east of Italy. 
He is best known for having the 
gift of the stigmata, meaning that 
he bore the wounds of Christ’s 
crucifixion. 

A less known feature of his 
life is that Padre Pio had to do 
battle with the Devil all his days. 
We saw the bedroom in which 
the Evil One regularly turned 
up to torment the saintly priest. 
Padre Pio said, “I cannot tell you 
how many times he has thrown 

me out of bed and dragged me 
around the room” [Padre Pio, 
Letters I, p. 284f, in Fr Tarcisio 
of Cervinara, The Devil in the 
Life of Padre Pio (San Giovanni 
Rotondo (FG): Edizione Padre 
Pio, 2021), p. 74]. Only with 
God’s help did St Pio ward off the 
evil attacks and refuse to give in 
to temptation.

The other highlight of our 
pilgrimage was Assisi, where 
St Francis and St Clare lived 
and died. The latest attraction 
in Assisi is another Italian, the 
young Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991-
2006). He was a remarkably holy 
child who loved God, persuaded 
his parents to come back to the 
Faith and bring him to daily 
Mass. He was a computer genius 
who created a website to promote 
Eucharistic miracles. “To always 
be close to Jesus, that’s my life’s 
plan”, Carlo stated. He died of 
leukaemia at the age of 15. 

Carlo was beatified in 2020 
after a miraculous healing 
attributed to his intercession 
(2019). His body was placed in a 
glass sepulchre for public viewing 
in the Church of St Mary Major, 
the original Cathedral of Assisi. 
Due to a second miraculous 
healing in 2022, Carlo is due 

to be canonised in 2025. It was 
inspiring to see all the pilgrims 
drop to their knees before his 
body and pray fervently for their 
intentions.

A pilgrimage is a marvellous 
experience, not least because the 
people on board have beautiful 
souls. They love to say the 
Rosary on the bus, to pray the 
Novenas and revere the saints. 
These people make great travel 
companions because they have 
kind and gentle dispositions, are 
endowed with a great sense of 
humour, are always ready to sing 
and, of course, they love the jokes 

that the priest has to share! 
We had seven very uplifting 

and enjoyable days. Other 
advantages were the comfortable 
lodgings, with splendid meals 
and no dishes to wash for a whole 
week! One of the group, a man 
from Mullingar, said that he had 
gone on 27 pilgrimages but ours 
was the best. High praise, indeed. 

A pilgrimage is a mini version of 
the journey to Heaven. Pilgrims 
travel with God and towards 
God in order to fall in love with 
God. As the psalmist puts it: “It is 
good to give you thanks, O Lord” 
(Psalm 91:2).

Fr Roland with the group of pilgrims who travelled with him around 
Italian shrines

A Day of Prayer for Vocations 
in the Diocese of Derry was held 
on Sunday, September 8. Fr Pat 
O'Hagan, Diocesan Vocations 
Director, celebrated the 12:30 
pm Mass in St Mary's Oratory, 
Buncrana, and Fr Patrick Lagan, 
CC, Glendermott, led a Holy 
Hour for Vocations there from 
5-6 pm.

Fr Pat's homily was based on 
the readings of the day for the 
23rd Sunday of the Year. He 
encouraged the congregation, 
and those joining the Mass via 
the parish webcam, to do what 
the people in the Gospel had 
done, namely to bring to Jesus 
those who are in need of healing, 
comfort, strength, or whichever 

grace they might need from the 
Lord. He referred also to the 
many that need to know the 
power of faith and the presence of 
Jesus in their lives. People of faith 
could, he said, bring people like 
that to Jesus, either physically or 
in their prayers.

He then mentioned the effect 
that prayer for Vocations 
is having in the Diocese of 
Derry: “Currently, we have five 
seminarians - two in Rome, two 
in Maynooth, and one who is on 
pastoral placement in the parish 
of Three Patrons, Derry City. 

“During the month of 
September, four men are 
undergoing psychological 
assessment. Please God, in 

October, they will be interviewed 
by Bishop McKeown and a small 
group of lay people from different 
walks in life. Then, all being well, 
some or all of them will begin 
their seminary studies during a 
propaedeutic year in the Royal 
Scots' College in Salamanca, 
Spain.

“There are also 11 other men 
from around the Diocese who are 
actively discerning a vocation to 
the priesthood, not to mention 
the six men who have come 
forward recently with a desire to 
explore the possibility of a priestly 
vocation.” 

Buncrana was chosen as 
the location for the Mass and 
Holy Hour since Inis Eoghain, 
formerly a very fertile cradle for 
vocations in and for the Diocese, 
has not provided a priest for the 
‘home mission’ for a number of 
years. 

Since becoming Vocations 

Director three years ago, Fr Pat 
and his team (Frs Patrick Lagan, 
Christopher McDermott, Daniel 
McFaul, and Declan McGeehan) 
have been encouraging the 
people of the Diocese to pray for 
an increase in vocations. This 
is happening through a weekly 
prayer/thought sent to every 
parish, in intercessions at Sunday 
Mass, and at occasional Holy 
Hours. 

“Please pray for this intention,” 
said Fr Pat, “Please bring your 
loved ones, your neighbours, 
colleagues, and friends to Jesus in 
your prayers, and know that the 
priests of the Diocese are praying 
for you. Know too that our 
seminarians and those discerning 
their vocation in life are extremely 
grateful for your prayers for them. 

“St Eugene, St Columba, the 
Saints of the diocese, and St John 
Vianney, Patron of all priests, 
pray for us.”

Prayer for Vocations continues to bear fruit in Diocese
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Aghyaran
Adoration: Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place on Thursdays after 10 
am Mass, and finishes at 12 
noon.
Weekend Mass Times: 7.30 
pm Vigil, and 11 am.

Ardstraw East 
(Newtownstewart)
Zoom Catechism: All 
are welcome to join 
Catechism by Zoom on 
Mondays, from 7.30-8.15 
pm. Email:  ardstraweast@
derrydiocese.org  to get the 
link.  Learn how to answer 
hard questions.
Pope John Paul II Award – 
Sessions for Pope John Paul 
II Award participants takes 
place on Thursdays at 6.30 
pm, in the Oratory of Mary, 
Mother of God.
Holy Hour: 6.30 pm, 
Thursdays, Oratory of Mary, 
Mother of God.
Weekend Mass Times: 11:30 
am, St Eugene’s Glenock.

Badoney Lower 
(Gortin-Rouskey)
St John Paul II Novena: A 
Novena to St John Paul II 
will take place in St Patrick’s 
Church, Gortin, from 
October 14-22, and there will 
be a First Class Relic present 
for the duration. Mass will 
be celebrated each evening at 
7.30 pm, except the Sunday, 
when there will be a Holy 
Hour, with Praise & Worship, 
at 6 pm, and a Healing Service 
at 7.30 pm on the Wednesday 
evening.
Rosary: During October, 
the Rosary will be prayed for 
the Parish before Mass: on 
Saturday evenings 7.10pm, 
in St Patrick’s Gortin; Sunday 
mornings 9.40am, in St 
Mary’s Rouskey; Tuesdays 
12.15pm, in St Patrick’s 
Gortin; and Wednesdays 
after 7.30 pm Mass in St 
Mary’s Rouskey. 
Adoration: Adoration takes 
places in St Patrick’s Gortin, 
after the 12.30 pm Mass until 
5 pm on Tuesdays, and in St 
Mary’s, Rouskey, after 7.30 
pm Mass on Wednesdays.
Weekend Mass Times: 7.30 
pm Vigil, St Patrick’s, Gortin; 
10 am, St Mary’s, Rouskey.

Badoney Upper 
(Plumbridge-Cranagh)
Evening Prayer: Evening 
Prayer of the Liturgy of 
Hours (Vespers) takes place 
on Sundays at 7 pm in Sacred 
Heart Church, Plumbridge.
Weekend Mass Times: 
7.30 pm Vigil, St Patrick’s 
Cranagh; 10 am, Sacred 
Heart Plumbridge.

Ballinascreen
Do This in Memory: The first 
‘DoThis In Memory’ Mass 

for the children in Primary 
4 preparing for their First 
Holy Communion in 2025 
will take place on Saturday, 
October 12, at 6 pm in Holy 
Rosary Church.
Mass of Remembrance: 
The Annual Mass of 
Remembrance, held each 
year in November, will take 
place on the following dates: 
Ballinascreen on November 
11 in Holy Rosary Church, 
at 7.30 pm; and Desertmartin 
on November 18 in St 
Patrick's Church, Keenaught, 
at 7.30 pm.
St Pio Mass: Mass in honour 
of St Pio of Pietrelcina 
is celebrated on the first 
Monday of each month at 
7.30 pm, in Holy Rosary 
Church. The Novena prayers 
and Rosary are recited at 7.10 
pm. 
Confessions: Holy Rosary 
Church every Saturday at 5.30 
pm, before the Vigil Mass.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, Holy Rosary; 9 am in St 
Columba’s Straw; 11 am in St 
Patrick’s, Sixtowns; 12 noon 
in St Eugene’s, Moneyneena.

Ballymagroarty
Novena: The annual Novena 
to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help begins in Holy Family 
Church on Tuesday, October 
22, at 7.15 pm.
Adoration: Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Holy Family Church, 
Ballymagroarty, every 
Sunday, from 1.30 - 6 pm.  
Padre Pio Prayer: The 
Holy Family Padre Pio 
Prayer Group meets on the 
first Tuesday each month 
at Holy Family Chapel, 
Ballymagroarty, Derry. It 
starts with the Rosary at 
6.45 pm, followed by Mass at 
7.15pm, and Novena to St Pio 
directly afterwards. There will 
be a first class relic available 
for veneration.
Confessions: Saturdays from 
10.30-11.30 am & 5.15-5.50 
pm; Tues & Thurs 6.45–7.10 
pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil; and 9.30 am, 11 am, 
and 12.30 pm on Sunday.

Banagher
Adoration & Chaplet: 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet take place in St 
Joseph’s Church, Fincairn, on 
Fridays, 10–11 am.
Confessions: St Joseph’s 
Church, Fincairn, Friday 10 
am & Saturday 6.30 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 pm 
Vigil in St Joseph’s Church, 
Fincairn, 10.30 am in St 
Mary’s Church, Altinure, 
and 12 noon in St Peter’s & St 
Paul’s Church, Foreglen.

Bellaghy
Blessed Carlo Prayer Room: 

Bishop Donal McKeown will 
be the main celebrant at the 
7 pm Vigil Mass in Bellaghy 
on Saturday, October 12, 
the Feast of Blessed Carlo, 
and will bless and dedicate 
the ‘Blessed Carlo Acutis 
Adoration Chapel’, where 
parishioners and visitors will 
be able to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament. There 
will be an all-night vigil in 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, from 8 pm–8 am, 
concluding with Morning 
Prayer. 
Community Café: The Open 
Door Community Café is 
open on the last Sunday of 
each month, from 11.30 am 
until 1 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 pm 
Vigil in Bellaghy, 10 am in 
Ballyscullion, and 11 am in 
Bellaghy.

Buncrana
Adoration: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament now takes 
place in St Mary’s Oratory 
every Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 6 am-10 pm, and 
on Sundays 2-10 pm.
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed 
each weekday at 9.30 am in 
St Mary’s Oratory, prior to 10 
am Mass. 
Guided Holy Hour: A 
Guided Holy Hour of 
Adoration in Honour of the 
Holy Face of Jesus takes place 
on Sundays, 6-7 pm in St 
Mary’s Oratory. All welcome. 
Rosary for Priests: Three 
Rosaries are prayed each 
Tuesday, between 1-2 pm, in 
the Oratory for vocations to 
the priesthood and religious 
life.
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous 
Amazing Grace Group, 
Buncrana, has five meetings 
per week: Sundays – 8 
pm, Tuesdays - 8.30 pm, 
Thursdays - 11.30 am, Fridays 
8.30 pm, and Saturdays at 
11.30 am. If you think you 
may have a problem with 
alcohol, please come along. 
Venue for all meetings is St 
Teresa’s Room.
Al-Anon: The Al-Anon 
Group, for anyone whose 
life is or has been affected 
by someone else’s drinking, 
meets in St Teresa’s Room on 
Thursdays at 6:45 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: St 
Mary’s Oratory – Vigil 6 
pm, 9 am and 12.30 pm; St 
Mary’s Cockhill – Vigil 7 pm, 
and 11am; Star of the Sea, 
Desertegney – 10 am. 

Burt, Inch & Fahan
Rosary: The Rosary will be 
prayed in St Mura's Parish 
Church every Monday at 1 
pm for the month of October. 
Everyone is welcome.
Coffee Morning: There will 
be a Coffee Morning in Fowler 
Hall, Tooban, Burnfoot, on 
Saturday, October 26, 10am-
2pm, as a fundraiser for Paul 
Bradley and Gerard Curran, 
who are travelling to Cape 
Town, South Africa, with 

the Mellon Educate Trust 
to help build a school for 
impoverished children. www.
melloneducate.com.
Adoration: Adoration in St 
Mura’s Parish Church, Fahan, 
takes place each Friday after 
10 am Mass.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 10.15 am, St Aengus’ 
Burt; 9 am, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Inch; 7.15 pm Vigil, 
11.30 am, St Mura’s, Fahan.

Cappagh (Killyclogher)
Parish Dance: A dance will 
be held in the Parish Centre, 
Killyclogher, on Friday, 
October 11. Dancing from 
9.30 pm to ‘Lakelanders’. 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Eucharistic Adoration takes 
place on Wednesday from 
8-9 pm in Christ the King, 
Strathroy, concluding with 
Night Prayer, and on Sunday 
from 3.30-6.30 pm, in Christ 
the King.
Rosary: The Rosary is 
prayed in St Mary’s Church, 
Killyclogher, Monday-
Saturday at 9.15 am, and in 
Corpus Christi, Mountfield 
every Thursday evening at 8 
pm.
Legion of Mary: Legion of 
Mary meets every Monday 
after 10 am Mass in St Mary’s 
Church, Killyclogher. New 
members always welcome. 
Anyone wishing to welcome 
the Pilgrim Statute of Our 
Lady into your home and pray 
the Rosary is asked to contact 
Rosaleen on 07917421119 to 
make arrangements with the 
Legion of Mary, Cappagh 
Group.
St Pio Novena Devotions: 
Novena devotions through 
the intercession of St Padre 
Pio take place on the first 
Wednesday of the month 
in Christ the King Church, 
Strathroy. Rosary at 7 pm, 
followed by Mass as 7.30 pm. 
Veneration and blessing with 
relic will be available after 
Mass.
Polish Mass: Mass is 
celebrated in Polish in the 
Church of Christ The King, 
Strathroy, Omagh, on the first 
and third Sunday’s of each 
month at 10 am.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, 12 noon, Christ The 
King, Strathroy; 9 & 11 am, St 
Mary’s, Killyclogher.

Carndonagh
Weekend Mass Times: Vigil 
7 pm; Sunday 9 am & 11 am.

Castlederg & Ardstraw 
West
Rosary: During the month 
of October, the Legion of 
Mary will lead the Rosary in 
St Patrick’s Castlederg, each 
Tuesday at 2 pm.
Adoration: Adoration takes 
place following 10 am Mass 
in St Patrick’s Church on 
Fridays, until 12 noon.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil and 11 am, Castlederg; 

9.30 am Dregish; and 12.30 
pm Drumnabey. 

Claudy
Adoration: Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes place 
from after the 10 am Mass 
until 8 pm on Tuesdays in St 
Patrick’s Church, Claudy, and 
on Wednesdays in St Joseph’s 
Church, Craigbane. 
Living Word: There is a 
‘Living Word’ gathering in the 
Upper Room in St Patrick’s 
Church on Thursdays, 7-8.30 
pm , for a time of reading 
and reflection on the Mass 
readings for the following 
Sunday. All welcome.
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed 
on the Parish webcam from 
St Patrick’s Church, Monday-
Thursday, at 6 pm.
Divine Office & Chaplet: 
The Divine Office (Mid-day 
Prayer of the Church) and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet are 
prayed on the Parish webcam, 
from St Patrick’s Church, 
Monday-Friday, at 3 pm.
Holy Face Devotions: Holy 
Face Devotions will be prayed 
on the Parish webcam in St 
Patrick’s Church, Claudy, 
every Friday, beginning 
with Divine Office (Evening 
Prayer) at 6 pm. All welcome 
to join.
Society of St Joseph: The 
Vocation Society of St Joseph 
prayer meeting takes place 
on the first Thursday of each 
month, at 6.30 pm, in the 
Upper Room, St Patrick’s 
Church.
Children’s Rosary: 
Children’s Rosary continues 
in St Patrick’s Church, Claudy 
on the first Saturday of each 
month, at 2 pm. All are 
welcome.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, St Patrick’s; 10 
am, St Joseph’s; 11.30 am St 
Patrick’s.

Clonleigh (Lifford)
Other Jubilee Events: 
Nativity Concert on Sunday, 
December 15, at 7 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, 10 am.

Clonmany
Exposition: Exposition of 
The Blessed Sacrament in St 
Michael’s Church, Urris, on 
Fridays, 3-6 pm (Rosary at 
5.40 pm); in the Oratory of 
the Assumption, Ballyliffin, 
on Tuesdays, 7.30-8.30 pm; 
and in St Columbcille Village, 
Cleagh, on Wednesdays, 3-4 
pm.
Weekend Mass Times: St 
Mary’s Church, Clonmany, 
Vigil 6.30 pm (Rosary at 
6.10 pm); Sunday 11:30 am; 
St Michael’s Church, Urris, 
Sunday, 10 am

Coleraine
SJYP Meet: St Joseph’s Young 
Priests’ Society meets on the 
last Monday of each month at 
St John’s Church Sacristy, after 
the 10 am morning Mass, 

and is open to everyone. 
New members are welcome 
at any of the meetings, 
which support praying for 
and assisting to support the 
vocation to priesthood and 
the religious life.
Exposition: St John’s Church 
Monday Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes 
place on Wednesdays in St 
John’s Church, from 2-4 pm. 
with Rosary at 3:45 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 11 am, St John’s; 7.30 
pm Vigil, St Mary’s Dunboe; 
9.45 am, Our Lady of the 
Assumption, Aghadowey.

Creggan
Devotions: For the month 
of October, there will be 
devotions every Sunday at 6 
pm.
YOUCAT: The YOUCAT 
Programme is underway 
in the Parochial House 
Conference Room on 
Wednesdays at 7 pm. All 
welcome.
Adoration: Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in the Divine Mercy 
Chapel on Sundays from 1.30 
pm - 6 pm, Mondays from 
10.30 am - 7 pm, and Tuesday 
– Saturday from 10.30 am - 
12 pm.
Bereavement Support: 
Parish Pastoral Bereavement 
Support. The Parish Pastoral 
Bereavement Support 
Group meets on the second 
Sunday of each month at 3 
pm in the Parochial House 
community room. All are 
welcome to share a cup of 
tea, have a chat, remember 
and talk about their loved 
one and find support with 
others experiencing similar 
feelings. In addition to the 
group, there is an ongoing 
opportunity to speak on a 
one-to-one basis with an 
experienced grief counsellor . 
The contact number for more 
information on the group or 
to arrange one to one support 
is 07907085178.
Polish Mass: Mass for the 
Polish community will be 
celebrated at 4 pm every 
second and fourth Sunday 
of the month in the Divine 
Mercy Chapel, at St Mary’s 
Church.
Confession: Monday - Friday 
5-5.30 pm, Saturday 10.30 am 
& 5.30-6.20 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil; 10.30 am; 12.15 pm.

Culdaff
Good as New Shop: St Mary’s 
Church Bocan Re-decorating 
Committee have the ‘Good 
as New Shop’ now open in 
Carndonagh. All proceeds 
are for the Re-decorating 
Fund.
Fundraising Concert: ‘Big 
Nights in Bocan’ is the name 
of the fundraising concert 
in aid of Bocan Chapel 
Repainting Fund, on Friday, 
November 8, at 8 pm in 
Bocan Hall. The night will be 

a nostalgic look back through 
the years with music, songs 
and stories, featuring local 
and guest artistes, with jazz, 
swing, old tyme, traditional…
and for one night only – The 
Bocan Ceili Band. Admission 
is €10. Doors open at 7.30 
pm. Tickets on sale.
Weekend Mass Times: 8 pm 
Vigil; 10 am Sunday.

Desertmartin
Knit & Natter: Knit & 
Natter classes take place 
in Knocknagin Hall on 
Tuesdays at 7.30 pm.   Bring 
your own project or you can 
help with knitting for local 
charities.
Weekend Mass Times: 
7.30 pm Vigil in St Patrick’s, 
Keenaught; and 10 am in St 
Mary’s, Coolcalm.
Confessions: Saturday 
evenings in St Patrick’s, 
Keenaught, from 6.30–7.10 
pm.

Donagheady 
(Aughabrack & 
Dunamanagh)
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place in St 
Mary’s, Aughabrack, on First 
Fridays, after 10 am Mass 
until 12 noon.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, St Patrick’s, and 
10.30 am, St Mary’s.

Drumquin
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed 
each Tuesday morning at 10 
am in St Patrick’s Church, 
Drumquin.
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Eucharistic Adoration takes 
place on Wednesdays from 6 
pm – Mass at 7.30 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: Vigil 
6.30 pm, and 11 am.

Drumragh (Omagh)
Anniversary Concert: 
St Eugene’s Band 140th 
Anniversary Concert takes 
place on October 24 in St 
Joseph’s Hall, at 7.30 pm. 
Tickets: £12.50 and can 
be purchased from Band 
Members and in Top News, 
Omagh.
Prayer Group: The 
Charismatic Prayer Group 
meetings take place in The 
Pastoral Centre on Thursday 
evenings, with Rosary at 7.30 
pm and prayer meeting at 8 
pm. All welcome to come and 
pray.
Legion of Mary: The Legion 
of Mary Men’s meetings take 
place on the first, second 
and last Monday, and third 
Tuesday of each month at 
7.30 pm, in St Vincent’s 
Hall (beneath Sacred Heart 
Church Sacristy). Contact: 
Sean on 07730671370.
Adoration: Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in Sacred Heart Church 
on Wednesdays following 10 
am Mass.

Parish Post-its



THE NET | OCTOBER 2024 29

Rosary of Reparation: 
On the first Saturday of 
each month, a Rosary of 
Reparation will be prayed at 
1pm on Main Street, Omagh. 
All welcome to join.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 
pm Vigil, 9 am and 12 noon, 
Sacred Heart Church; 10.30 
am, St Mary’s Drumragh. 

Dungiven
Coffee Morning: Coffee 
Morning in Groogan’s Shop, 
Main Street, in Aid of Breast 
Cancer on Saturday, October 
12, from 11 am, in memory of 
Mary Kathleen.
Prayer Group: The St 
Canice’s Charismatic Prayer 
Group meets each Thursday 
at 7 pm, in the Parish 
Committee Room, and 
invites anyone who wishes 
to deepen their faith through 
shared Scripture, Prayer and 
Praise.
St Pio Healing Mass: A St Pio 
Healing Mass is celebrated 
monthly, on the first Tuesday, 
in St Patrick’s Church at 7 pm.
SJYP: the St Joseph’s Young 
Priests’ Society meets on 
the second Tuesdays of the 
month in the Committee 
Room, after 10 am Mass in St 
Patrick’s Church.
Children’s Liturgy: 
Children’s liturgy 
recommences on Sunday, 
October 20 and will continue 
every third Sunday of the 
month at 11.30 am Mass. 
Children from P2-P4 are 
invited to participate.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 
pm Vigil, 9 am and 11.30 
am, St Patrick’s; 10.15 am, 
St Matthew’s; and 4.30 pm, 
Immaculate Conception.
Confession: Confession 
is available in St Patrick’s 
Church at 11 am on 
Saturdays.

Errigal
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place on 
Mondays after 10 am Mass 
in St Mary’s Church, Ballerin, 
until 2.30 pm.
Rosary & Chaplet: The 
Rosary and Divine Mercy 
Chaplet are prayed in St 
Joseph’s Church, Glenullin, 
every Wednesday evening at 
6.30 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, Glenullin Community 
Centre and St Mary’s Church, 
10 am, St Mary’s, Ballerin, 
and 11.30 am in Glenullin 
GAA Hall. 

Faughanvale
Rosary: The Rosary is prayed 
every Friday at 7 pm in Star of 
the Sea Church.
Weekend Mass Times: 5 pm 
Vigil, 12 noon, Star of the 
Sea; 6.30 pm Vigil, 10 am, St 
Mary’s.

Granaghan (Swatragh)
Weekend Mass Times: 12 
noon & 7 pm Vigils; 10.30 
am.

Greencastle
Divine Mercy: The Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is prayed on 
the First Tuesday of every 
month at 12.15 pm before 
Mass in St Patrick’s Church, 
Greencastle.
Adoration: Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place in St Patrick’s Church 
on Thursdays, 6-10 pm. 
Stations of the Cross: The 
Stations of the Cross are 
prayed after 7.30 pm Mass 
on Fridays in St Patrick’s, 
Greencastle.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, St Patrick’s, and 11.30 
am, Our Lady of Wayside, 
Broughderg.

Greenlough
Service for Deceased: A 
special Service for Deceased 
Family & Friends will take 
place on Sunday, November 
10, at 2 pm in the Church.
Rosary: Tuesday Night 
Rosary is prayed at 7.30 pm 
in the Church.
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place 
in St Oliver Plunkett’s 
Church from 9 am-5 pm on 
Thursdays.
Weekend Mass Times: 5.30 
pm Vigil, and 9 am.

Iskaheen, Drung & 
Muff
Dance: Sunday Night Dance 
on October 13 in St Mary’s 
Hall, Muff, with Shunie 
Crampsey performing from 
7.30-9.30pm. Doors open 
at 7 pm. Light refreshments 
served. Admission €7.
Adult Faith Talk: The Adult 
Faith Group welcomes 
Geraldine Mullan to Warren 
View Manor, Muff, on 
Wednesday, October 16, at 
7.30 pm to talk about the 
role faith played in her life, 
including the tragic loss 
of her husband, John, and 
children, Tomas and Amelia 
in 2020.
Adoration: Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place on Tuesdays after 10 
am Eucharistic Service, until 
2 pm, in St Patrick’s Church, 
Iskaheen.
Divine Mercy: Divine 
Mercy Devotions take place 
on Wednesdays after 10 am 
Mass in Sacred Heart Church, 
Muff. 
St Peregrine: The St 
Peregrine Novena Prayer and 
veneration of relic takes place 
on the first Friday of each 
month, alternating between 
the three churches.
Confessions: Confessions 
are available in Iskaheen on 
Saturdays, 9.45-10 am, and in 
Muff on Saturdays, 6 pm, and 
after 6,30 pmVigil Mass
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, 11.30 am, Sacred 
Heart Church, Muff; 8 pm 
Vigil, 10.15 am, St Columba’s, 
Drung; 9 am, St Patrick’s, 
Iskaheen.

Kilrea
Marian Devotions: During 
October, devotions will take 
place each Sunday evening at 
6 pm, in St Anne’s Oratory.
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Mondays, from 12 
noon - 7pm, at St Mary’s 
Drumagarner. Concludes 
with Public Prayers.
Stations of the Cross: The 
Stations of the Cross are 
prayed on Sundays in St 
Anne’s Oratory at 7 pm, with 
Confessions beforehand from 
6.30-6.50 pm.
SVP: The St Vincent de 
Paul Thrift Shop is open on 
Saturdays from 10 am -1pm.
Confession: Confession 
is available immediately 
after the 7 pm Vigil Mass 
in St Anne’s Oratory each 
Saturday. Alternatively, feel 
free to request the sacrament 
before or after any weekday 
Mass.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 pm, 
Vigil, St Anne’s Oratory; 10am 
St Mary’s, Drumagarner; 12 
noon, St Mary’s, Craigavole.

Killygordon
Holy Hour: Prayerful 
reading of the Scriptures & 
Rosary with the Home of 
the Mother, Servant Sisters 
every Tuesday from 6.30-
7.30 pm at St Mary’s Church, 
Sessiaghoneill, Ballybofey, 
and every Thursday from 7-8 
pm at St. Patrick’s.
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place in St 
Patrick’s Church, Crossroads, 
every Thursday after 9.15 am 
Mass.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 10 am, St Patrick’s; 8 pm 
Vigil, 9 am & 11 am, St Mary’s 
Sessiaghoneill.

Lavey
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place on 
Fridays from 9.30 am until 5 
pm.
Confession: Confessions are 
heard from 5.15–5.45 pm on 
Saturdays. 
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 9 am and 11 am. 

Leckpatrick
Adoration: Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place on 
Wednesdays from 8.30 am 
Mass until 5.30 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 
pm Vigil, St Mary’s Church, 
Cloughcor; 10 am St Joseph’s 
Church, Glenmornan; 
11.30am, Sacred Heart 
Church, Derry Road.

Limavady
The Chosen: An historical 
drama based on the life of 
Jesus, ‘The Chosen’ continues 
to be shown in the Minor 
Hall, in Bethany Community 
Centre, on Monday nights 
at 7.30 pm. This is the third 
series. Tea and coffee are 
served beforehand.
Adoration: Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 

place on Sundays in Christ 
the King (with Confessions) 
from 3-5 pm.
Children’s Prayer: A 
Children’s Prayer Group 
is held in the Drummond 
Hotel, Ballykelly, on the First 
Saturday of every month, 
from 2.30-3.30 pm. All 
welcome. Contact: Kathy on 
07538749627.
Weekend Mass Times: 4.30 
pm Vigil, 9 am, 12 noon, 
Christ the King Church; 6 pm 
Vigil, St Finlough’s Church; 
10.30 am, St Mary’s Church. 

Maghera
Biblical Walk: A Biblical 
Walk through the Mass takes 
place in Maghera Pastoral 
Centre, Glen Road, on 
Monday nights at 7.30pm. 
This five-week series of video 
presentation prayer meetings 
is entitled ‘A Biblical Walk 
through the Mass’ and is 
presented by Dr Edward Sri. 
The meetings include further 
reading and group discussion. 
Booklets provided.
October Devotions: 
Devotions will take place 
each Sunday of October in St 
Mary’s Church at 6 pm. 
Novena: The Our Lady 
Untier of Knots Novena 
begins in St Mary’s Church 
on Wednesday, October 
16 and continues for nine 
Wednesdays.
Pray & Play: The Maghera 
Parish Pray and Play for 
Parents, Grandparents & Tots 
(three years old and younger) 
meets every Friday, in the 
Fairhill Youth Centre, after 
the 10 am Mass. It runs from 
10.30 am until 12 noon.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil and 11.30 am, St 
Mary’s; 9.30 am, St Patrick’s.

Malin
Weekend Mass Times: 6 
pm Vigil, and 10.30 am, St 
Patrick’s Church; Vigil 8 pm, 
Star of the Sea Church; 9 am, 
St. Mary’s Church.

Melmount
Service for Dead: The Annual 
Service in remembrance 
of deceased members of 
the parish will take place 
on Sunday, November 3, at 
6 pm. Families who have 
suffered a bereavement since 
November 2023 are asked to 
nominate a representative 
to carry a candle to the 
altar in commemoration of 
their dead.  (Candles will be 
provided).
Exposition: Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes place 
in the church on Mondays 
after 10 am Mass until 6 pm. 
The Rosary will be recited 
prior to closure of Adoration 
at approximately 5.40 pm. 
Everyone is welcome.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 pm 
Vigil, 10.30 am and 12.30 pm.
 
Moville
Stations of the Cross: The 

Stations of the Cross are 
prayed after 10 am Mass on 
Fridays.
Prayer: The Rosary and 
Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
recited in St Pius X Church, 
Moville, at 7.30 pm every day, 
from Sunday – Friday. 
Adoration: Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place on Mondays, from 2-9 
pm, and Wednesdays, 6-9 
pm, in St Pius X Church.
Confessions: Confessions are 
available on Saturdays, 6.15–
6.45 pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 
pm Vigil, 10 am, St Pius 
X Church. 12 noon on 
Sundays as follows – St 
Mary’s Ballybrack, 1st and 
3rd Sundays; St Columba’s 
Ballinacrae, 2nd and 4th 
Sundays; St Pius X 5th 
Sunday.

Sion Mills
Adoration: Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament takes place 
on Fridays, from 11 am-6.50 
pm, ending with Benediction 
before 7 pm Mass.
Legion of Mary: The Legion 
of Mary  meets in the Green 
Room, behind the church, 
each Monday evening at 7.30 
pm. This is open not only to 
members of the Legion but to 
anyone interested in joining. 
Anyone can come along to 
the start of the meeting for 
the Rosary.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil; 9 am & 11 am.

Steelstown & Culmore
Lectio Divina: Lectio 
Divina is a way of praying 
the Scriptures together and 
takes place every Wednesday 
after 10 am Mass, in the 
Parish Conference Room. All 
welcome.
Adoration: Fridays after 10 
am Mass until 6.50 pm.
Stations of the Cross: Come 
along to reflect on the Way of 
the Cross on Fridays at 7.30 
pm. 
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil; 9 am, 11 am, and 
12:15 pm.

Strabane (Camus)
Adoration: Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place all day, every day, in the 
Adoration Chapel (Oasis of 
Peace), which is situated at 
the back of the Church.
Prayer Group: The 
Contemplative Prayer 
Group meets on Mondays 
at 8 pm in the Prayer Room 
in the Parochial House.  All 
welcome. Entry by Parish 
Priest’s front door.
SJYP Society: The St John 
Vianney branch of the St 
Joseph’s Young Priests’ 
Society (the three combined 
Strabane parishes) meets 
on the first Tuesday of the 
month, excluding January, 
July and August, with Rosary 
in the church after 10 am 
Mass and continues in St 
Patrick’s Hall. More people 

are encouraged to join in 
this prayer for new students 
to join the priesthood. The 
Society assists Irish and 
overseas student. Please 
contact Margaret Harte on 
028 71 883159.
Padre Pio Mass: The Padre 
Pio Mass takes place in 
the Church on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7 
pm, with Rosary beforehand 
at 6.40 pm.
Grotto Rosary: The Rosary 
is recited at the Grotto on the 
last Sunday of each month. 
Everyone is welcome.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.30 
pm Vigil, 10 am & 12 noon.

Templemore – St 
Eugene’s
St Bernadette Relics: The 
visit of the Relics of St 
Bernadette in the Diocese will 
take place in the Cathedral 
on Sunday, October 13 and 
Monday, October 14.
Novena: The Our Lady, 
Untier of Knots Novena 
continues on Thursdays, 
after 7.30 pm Mass, in the 
Cathedral, finishing on 
November 28. 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Every Sunday, there is 
Eucharistic Adoration from 
3-6 pm and every Tuesday 
from 10.30 am until 7.20 pm.
Matt Talbott Mass: The 
Matt Talbot, Freedom from 
addiction Mass takes place 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 7.30 pm in St 
Eugene’s Cathedral.
St Dymphna Mass: The 
St Dympna Mass with 
Anointing of the Sick takes 
place on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30pm. This 
Mass is to give thanks to God 
for positive mental health 
and to pray for those who are 
struggling with mental health 
issues and those who care for 
them.
Cathedral Club: The 
Cathedral Club meets 
after the 10 am Mass each 
Thursday in the Cathedral 
Hall. Everyone is welcome 
to this parish social group. 
Refreshments will be served.
Weekend Mass Times: 6.15 
pm & 7.30 pm Vigils; 9.30 
am, 11 am, 12.30 pm & 7 pm.

Templemore – Long 
Tower
Novena: The annual Novena 
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
takes place in St Columba’s 
Church on the nine Sundays 
before Christmas, beginning 
on Sunday, October 27, at 6 
pm, with the guest speaker, 
Bishop Donal. The other 
speakers are: Charlene 
McDaid, singer with Cana 
Music; Sr Sarah Branigan, 
Vocations & Novice Director 
at St Mary’s Cistercian Abbey, 
Glencairn, Co Waterford; Fr 
James Devine CC Badoney 
Lower, Greencastle & 
Gortin; Sr Perpetua McNulty, 
Thornhill Ministries; Fr Pat 

McHugh, retired PP of Gartan 
& Termon, Co Donegal; Fr 
Brendan McManus SJ, author 
of Ignation Spirituality; 
and Fr John Harris OP, 
Prior Provincial of the Irish 
Province of Dominicans.
 As this year has been 
dedicated as Year of Prayer by 
Pope Francis, the theme for 
the Novena is ‘The Power of 
Prayer’, reflecting on the ‘Our 
Father’. Each Sunday, from 
October 27 to December 
15, the programme includes 
the Rosary, a guest speaker, 
petitions, Eucharistic 
Healing, and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament. The 
Novena will come to a close 
on Sunday, December 22, 
with a Christmas reflection 
and Carols by Candlelight.
Lectio Divina:  There will 
be an opportunity to pray 
with the Scriptures using 
the method of Lectio Divina 
for the Sunday Gospels of 
Advent. This will take place 
downstairs in Aras Colmcille 
from 11am to 12 pm on the 
following dates: Thursday, 
November 28;  Thursday, 
December 5;  Thursday, 
December 12; and Thursday, 
December 19. All welcome 
to attend. Leaflets will be 
provided.
Purple Hearts: The Purple 
Hearts group gathers 
every Tuesday in Aras 
Cholmcille after 10 am 
Mass in Long Tower, for a 
cuppa, conversation, and 
some activities such as 
dancing, knitting, bingo 
and organising day trips. All 
welcome.
Children’s Rosary: 
Children’s Rosary takes place 
in the Long Tower on the last 
Saturday of every month, at 3 
pm.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 10 am & 12 noon.

Three Patrons
Children’s Rosary: Children’s 
Rosary takes place in St 
Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, on 
the second Saturday of the 
month, at 2 pm.
Men’s Bible Study: Men’s 
Bible Study takes place 
in the Upper Room in St 
Brigid’s Chapel, Carnhill, on 
Tuesdays at 7.30 pm.
God Club: God Club is an 
opportunity for 16-30 year 
olds to learn together about 
their faith. It takes place in St 
Pio House, in the grounds of 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh, 
on Sundays from 7.30-9 pm 
on Sundays.
Family/Youth Mass: A 
Family/Youth Mass is 
celebrated every Sunday 
at 6.30 pm in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh. Everyone 
is welcome.
Be Still: Be Still is a Men’s 
Prayer and Friendship Group 
that meets every Thursday 
night from 8-9.15 pm in 
Our Lady’s Chapel, within St 

continued on page 30
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One of us?...Or not? Fr Johnny Doherty CSsR

MY father’s mother was born and 
reared on Aranmore Island, off the 
coast of Donegal. As a young girl 
she made her way to the hiring 
fair in Strabane and was hired out 
to a family in Co Tyrone. While 
there, she met my grandfather, 
they got married, and reared their 
family in Ardmore, just outside the 
Waterside. 

Growing up, we had a lot of 
contact with my father’s family in 
Ardmore. But we had no contact at 
all with the people on Aranmore 
Island. In fact, we hardly knew that 
they existed, and they probably 
knew very little, if anything, about 
us in Carndonagh.

Visiting the Island
One summer, a good number 

of years ago, one of my sisters and 
her husband and I decided to visit 
Aranmore. Their two sons were 
playing music in a pub there for a 
few weeks and it was a good excuse 
for us to visit, and maybe meet with 
some of our cousins.

It was a most enjoyable few days 
in every way. We did make contact 

with some people who were related 
to us, visited them in their homes 
and experienced great hospitality 
everywhere we went. 

In one of the homes I noticed 
a photograph of myself on the 
mantlepiece. It distracted me 
as we spoke to the people there. 
Eventually, I got the opportunity 
to ask them where they got the 
photo, as we had never met or been 
in touch. What they told me still 
amazes me to this day.

The photograph was not of me at 
all! It was of a third cousin of mine 
in Boston. He was a close relation 
of the couple we were visiting. The 
resemblance was amazing.

A small world
It is, indeed, a small world. But 

it is also a big world. Through that 
experience of a photograph on a 
mantlepiece on Aranmore Island, 
I have become aware of a whole 
family connection that I had no 
idea of before. And there are so 
many more on all sides of our 
family, people that I have never 
met and will never meet. And yet 
they are ours, our flesh and blood, 
with so much of our DNA. And the 
same is true of you who are now 
reading this article, and true of 
each person.

Of necessity, we all live in a 
relatively small world of the people 
to whom we relate on a day-to-day 
basis. Social Media today would 
seem to change that for a lot of 
people, putting them in contact 
with countless people around 
the world. In practice, the reality 
of that contact is very much in 
question.

It is also true that many of us 
live in another kind of small world 
defined by our self-preoccupations, 
our anxieties and worries, our likes 
and dislikes, and so on. This is 
the small world that needs to be 
opened up for us if we are to live 
life to the full.

The Scriptures
The Word of God in the 

Scriptures is a major source for 
opening us up to the full truth of 
life. Through the Scriptures, we 
are enabled to view life through the 
eyes of Christ and, ultimately, the 
eyes of God. 

In the story of the creation of 
the world in the Book of Genesis, 
we are told that at the end of each 
day God looked at what had taken 
place and ‘saw that it was good’. 
When God created humanity in 
God’s image the verdict was that ‘it 
was very good’. Is that how we see 
the world we live in? Is that how we 
see ourselves and the vast array of 
humanity around the world?

Climate crisis
We are all too aware today that 

we are in the middle of a climate 
crisis. Creation is being abused 
to such an extent that its very 
existence is being threatened. 
Scientists are issuing dire warnings 
about the future unless humanity 
changes its ways and works to 
preserve and care for the world we 
live in. Far from seeing creation as 
our common home, many see it as 
something to be exploited for profit 
and for possession. The poor suffer 
most. But all of us are in grave 
danger because we live so far away 
from God’s will and God’s desire 

for creation.
Wars and threats of wars

Day after day, we hear of the awful 
destruction that is being caused by 
wars in so many parts of the world. 
These wars account for the death of 
countless people every year. They 
account for the starvation of whole 
populations and the phenomenon 
of thousands of people risking 
their lives on small boats to get 
away from danger. So often these 
very attempts place people in even 
greater danger to their lives than 
the violence that they are trying to 
get away from.

An attempt to justify wars is 
sometimes made on the basis of 
the right to self-defence, as in Gaza. 
This is a proper right. But how can 
it justify the deaths of over 40,000 
Palestinians, women, men and 
children, and the destruction of a 
whole infrastructure that will take 
generations to rebuild when the 
war is over?

All these wars are clearly very far 
from the will of God and the way 
of God, Who calls for the deepest 
respect for every human person 
from the moment of conception 
to the time of natural death – and 
beyond, into eternal life.

The Word of God for October
On September 29, the Twenty-

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
the Gospel passage in our Sunday 
Masses was about a problem the 
disciples of Jesus had. They were 
delighted with the power that 
Christ had given them to heal and 
to cast out demons. But there was a 
man who was not of their company 
doing the same thing in the name 

of Jesus, and the disciples wanted 
to stop him. Jesus told them not 
to stop him because, as he said to 
them: “Anyone who is not against 
us is for us.”

 It would be good to take this 
statement as our Word of God for 
this month. There are all kinds of 
divisions among us and around 
us, both in terms of faith and in 
our politics. We can justify these 
divisions to ourselves and maybe 
to others. But God’s Word to us is a 
call to let what we have in common 
unite us, rather than let where we 
differ from each other separate us, 
and even make us enemies.

Recent events
In August, just two months ago, 

we had the phenomenon of the riots 
in many of the cities in England. 
These spilled over to Belfast and 
were replicated in Dublin. They 
also threatened to become part of 
life in Derry. These were the result 
of anti-immigrant marches.

There are certainly many 
legitimate issues around the whole 
question of immigration, especially 
as this affects local communities 
that are struggling with local 
services and infrastructure. The 
lack of consultation and planning 
left the door open for what came 
close to being anarchy, a situation 
that was being promoted by many 
others, especially on Social Media.

A challenge
Those riots caused great anxiety 

and fear to many immigrants who 
are legally, and necessarily here. 
They also challenged all of us to 
examine our own consciences on 
how we see and how we welcome 
others among us as belonging to 
us. 

As Christians, we can have no 
doubt what our call is – to love 

and respect every person and 
every group of people as part of 
us. Here in the North, we have 
been struggling with this call for 
many generations as we have been 
divided on religious as well as 
political grounds. Great steps have 
been taken to heal those divisions. 
A lot more needs to be done.

Now that challenge is greater 
than ever. We may not be able to 
do much about the wars in our 
world, except pray for peace and 
shape our politics into world peace 
politics. We may not be able to do 
much about the Global Climate 
Crisis, except pray for a change of 
heart and shape our politics into 
Creation Preserving politics.

What we can do
As followers of Christ, we can 

and must be people who have a 
heart like Christ’s, a heart that 
has a place for everyone who lives 
among us, and a heart that rejects 
everything that could divide us

As communities of faith, 
especially in parishes, it is 
important that we find ways of 
making everyone welcome and 
integrate them into being a real 
part of the community of faith, 
hope and love.

 We can work together with the 
other Christian Churches to help 
everyone to feel safe and welcomed 
into our society in such ways that 
race, or colour, or religion, are only 
seen as graces to us from God to 
ensure the future of our society.

Conclusion
In every face we see, we can 

recognise our own face. And yet, 
it is not us but is someone closely 
related to us in nature and in 
Christ.

One of us? Yes always

Fr Johnny Doherty CSsR

Joseph’s Church building, Galliagh. 
Its mission as a group is to provide 
a safe place where men can pray 
and share in a confidential and 
supportive setting. All men are 
welcome.
Holy Hour: A Holy Hour for the 
Unborn & Expectant Mothers 
takes place on Thursdays at 7 pm 
in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh. All welcome.
Adoration: Eucharistic Adoration 
takes place in Our Lady’s Chapel, 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh, 
on Mondays after 11 am Mass, 
concluding with a Youth 2000 
Holy Hour from 7-8 pm. It also 
takes place seven days a week in 
the Adoration Room in St Brigid’s 
Church, Carnhill, from 8 am until 
6 pm, and in St Patrick’s Church, 
Pennyburn, on Wednesdays from 
10.45 am – 6.45 pm.
First Saturday: On the First 
Saturday of each month, after 11 
am Mass in St Brigid’s Church, 
Carnhill, there is Adoration and 
Rosary, ending with Divine Mercy 
and Benediction at 3 pm.
Living Disciples: Living Disciples 
meet on Tuesdays at 7.30 pm in 

St Pio House, St Joseph’s Church 
grounds, for Praise & Worship, 
friendship and a cup of tea. All 
welcome.
Holy Face Devotions: Devotions 
to the Holy Face of Jesus takes 
place every Tuesday after 11 am 
Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel, St 
Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. All 
welcome
St Pio Mass: A monthly Mass in 
honour of St Pio takes place on the 
first Monday at 7 pm in St Patrick’s 
Church, Pennyburn. 
Healing Night: A Healing Night 
with the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal takes place monthly on 
the first Friday, from 7-10 pm, 
in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. 
Everyone welcome.
Holy Souls Prayer: Praying 
for the Holy Souls, Our Lady of 
Montligeon Prayer Group meets 
every Monday in St Joseph’s, 
Galliagh (Our Lady’s side chapel), 
after 11.00 am Mass, and on 
Wednesdays at 10 am in the room 
adjacent to St Brigid’s Parochial 
House, Carnhill, in the presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
Vocations Society: The Vocations 
Society of St Joseph hold monthly 
meetings on First Fridays after 

10 am Mass, in the Emmaus 
Room, Pennyburn. New members 
welcome.
Women’s Laugh & Craft: The 
Women’s Laugh & Craft Group 
meets every Monday from 7.30 
-9 pm in the Kildare Room, St 
Brigid’s, Carnhill. £3 per class. 
Spaces limited.
Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm 
Vigil, 9.45 am & 12.15 pm, St 
Patrick’s, Pennyburn; 6 pm Vigil, 
10.30 am &12.30 pm St Brigid’s, 
Carnhill; 7.15 pm Vigil, 9 am, 
11 am & 6.30 pm Youth Mass, St 
Joseph’s Galliagh.

Urney & Castlefinn
First Saturdays: The First 
Saturday Devotion and Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place in St Columba’s Church, 
Doneyloop, from 12 noon until 1 
pm on the First Saturday of each 
month.
Adoration: Weekly Eucharistic 
Adoration takes place in St 
Anthony’s Chapel every Tuesday, 
from 12 noon until 8 pm.
Cenacle: The Cenacle for Priests 
takes place every Tuesday in St 
Anthony’s Chapel immediately 
after the 7 pm Mass.

Weekend Mass Times: 6 pm Vigil, 
St Columba’s, Doneyloop; 10.30 
am, St Mary’s Castlefinn.

Waterside & Strathfoyle
Vocations Holy Hour: There will 
be a Holy Hour for Vocations to 
the Priesthood in St Columb’s 
Church, Chapel Road on 
Wednesday, October 16, from 8-9 
pm. All welcome.
Eucharistic Adoration: There is 
Eucharistic Adoration in St Oliver 
Plunkett Church, Strathfoyle, on 
Mondays, 11.30 am-12.30 pm; in 
Immaculate Conception Church 
on Thursdays, 1-6 pm; and in St 
Columb’s Church on Fridays, 1-6 
pm.
Lectio Divina: Reflect on the 
Scriptures with Lectio Divina in 
the side chapel in St Columb’s 
Church, Chapel Road, on 
Thursday nights, starting at 8 pm.
Confessions: St Columb’s – 
Saturday after 10 am Mass, 
Monday–Friday at 7 pm, before 
evening Mass; Immaculate 
Conception, after 11 am Mass 
every Saturday and at 5.30 
pm before evening Mass on a 
Saturday; St Oliver Plunkett, 
Every Saturday 5.30 pm, before 

the Vigil Mass.
Weekend Mass Times: 7 pm 
Vigil, 10 am,12.30 pm & 6 pm, 
St Columb’s; 6 pm Vigil, 10.15 

am & 12.15 pm, Immaculate 
Conception; 6 pm Vigil, 11.15 
am, St Oliver Plunkett; 9.15 am, St 
Mary’s Oratory.

Schedule of Prayer in 
St. Eugene’s Cathedral
Ordinary Time
Monday to Friday
8.00am – Morning Mass
10.00am – Morning Mass
12.00noon – Angelus & Rosary
3.00pm – Divine Mercy Chaplet
7.00pm – 7.20pm - Confessions
7.30pm – Evening Mass followed 
by Rosary & Night Prayer

Saturday
10.00am – Morning Mass
(11.30 am – 1.00 pm) (5.30 pm 
– 6.00 pm) (7.00 pm – 7.20 pm) 
- Confessions
6.15pm – Vigil Mass
7.30pm – Vigil Mass

Sunday
7.00am – Sunday Mass
9.30am – Sunday Mass
11.00am – Sunday Mass
12.30pm – Sunday Mass
7.00pm – Sunday Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Sunday 3.00pm – 6.00pm

Tuesday after 10.00am Mass until 
7.30pm Mass

CONFESSIONS
Saturday (11.30 am – 1.00 pm) 
(5.30 pm – 6.00 pm) (7.00 pm – 
7.20 pm) 
Eves of Holy Days (5.30pm – 
6.00pm) (7.00pm – 7.20pm)
Monday – Friday 7.00pm – 
7.20pm

DEVOTIONS
Sunday 6.00pm

continued from page 29

St Bernadette’s Relics: The Holy 
Relics of St Bernadette, currently 
on pilgrimage around Ireland 

from Lourdes, will be visiting St 
Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry, from 
2 pm on October 13, and closing 

with a Holy Hour at 9 pm on 
October 14.

Safeguarding Mass: Bishop Donal 
will celebrate the Diocesan Mass of 
Thanksgiving and Reflection for 

those in Safeguarding Ministry 
in the Diocese on Friday, October 
11, at 7.30 pm, in St Eugene’s 
Cathedral. Refreshments will be 
served afterwards in the Cathedral 
Hall.

Diocesan Diary
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Feast of Our Lady of the 
Rosary

October 7 is the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary. This Feast was 
introduced by Pope St Pius V (1504-
1572) in 1571 to honour Our Lady 
for the Christian victory over the 
Turkish army at Lepanto on October 
7, 1571. During the 16th century, 
the Catholic countries were being 
invaded by the Ottoman Turks, 
who were a danger to Christianity. 
Pope St Pius V and all Catholics 
prayed the Rosary for the victory 
of the Holy League in battle. The 
Catholic army defeated the Turks 
in a magnificent victory. The 
success came about through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin. 
Pope St Pius V dedicated this day 
as a Feast of Thanksgiving to Our 
Lady of Victory. The name of the 
Feast was changed in later years by 
Pope Gregory XIII to Our Lady of 
the Rosary. 

The Catechism explains that Feasts 
dedicated to the Mother of God and 
to prayer, such as the Rosary, express 
our devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
(CCC 971). The story of the Feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary teaches 
us that we also can turn to Mother 
Mary, who prays to Her Son for 
us and with us (CCC 975). Mary 
the Mother of God never ceases 
to intercede for us in Heaven and, 
therefore, She is called upon in the 
Church under the titles of Advocate, 
Helper, Benefactress and Mediatrix 
(CCC 969). Every time Mary 
appeared on Earth, She encouraged 
us to pray the Rosary. 

Saints of the Month 
October 1: Saint Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus (the Little Flower)
October 4: Saint Francis of Assisi
October 15: Saint Teresa of Avila
October 18: Saint Luke

Guardian Angel
“See that you do not despise one of 

these little ones. For I tell you that 
their angels in Heaven always see 
the face of My Father in Heaven” 
(Matthew 10:18).

Angels are servants and messengers 
of God (CCC 329). Angels are signs of 
God's care and love and they remind 
us how God knows each one of us. 
God loves us so much that He gave 
each one of us our own Guardian 
angel as 'a protector and shepherd' 
(CCC 336) to watch over us. We 
celebrate the Feast of the Guardian 
Angels on October 2. We honour 
our Guardian Angels on this day.

St Teresa of Avila 
(1515-1582)

Teresa was born in Avila in a 
town in Castile, Spain, in 1515. We 
celebrate her Feast on October 15. 
Her parents were devout Catholics 
and this inspired her to take up a 
life of prayer. When Teresa was a 
young child, she would often go to 
pray and give alms to the poor. She 
was very close to her mother, who 
passed away when she was only 14 
years old. At the age of 16, Teresa's 
father sent her to a convent school 
to be educated and it was here that 
she decided that she would like 
to become a nun of the Carmelite 
Order. Shortly after becoming a nun, 
Teresa fell ill with malaria, which 
caused her a lot of physical pain. It 

was during this illness that Teresa 
experienced visions from God and 
had a great sense of inner peace.

The Carmelite Convent where 
Teresa lived was a large community 
with 140 nuns. The nuns prayed 
together each day, but the 
community was very busy and she 
found it difficult to get time for 
meditation and prayer. Teresa lived 
at the convent for 20 years, but 
she began to realise that the busy 
lifestyle there kept her from a serious 
prayer life. She prayed about living a 
simpler life, and so, when she was 40 
years old, she started a new convent 
called Saint Joseph’s, with a few 

companions. In this convent, the 
nuns lived a simpler life; they studied 
and devoted all their time to God.

 Teresa then devoted most of 
her life to travelling around Spain 
setting up new convents. She knew 
the importance of prayer and so 
she wrote many books teaching and 
encouraging people to pray. Teresa 
is called a Doctor of the Church. A 
Doctor of the Church is a special 
kind of teacher. Teresa was made a 
Doctor of the Church because the 
books she wrote were important 
in helping people learn to pray and 
become friends with God.

October 31 – All Hallows' Eve
October 31 is always a day that 

children look forward to. They love 
to dress up and enjoy the fun of 
Halloween. So, what is Halloween?

 ‘All Hallows Eve’ is where the word 
Halloween comes from. Hallowed 
means ‘holy’. For example, we say 
‘Hallowed be thy name’ at the start 
of the ‘Our Father’. A hallowed 
person is a saint. October 31 is called 
All Hallows Eve because it is the eve 
of All Saints Day (November 1). The 
night before November 1 became 
known as ‘All Hallowe'en’, which was 
short for ‘evening before All Hallows 
Day’. It was then shortened to what 
we know as ‘Halloween’. The Mass, 
which is celebrated by the Church on 
November 1, was called ‘All Hallow 
Mass’. This meant the Mass of all 
hallowed, saintly people. November 
1 was called ‘All Hallows Day’ ‘’or All 
Saints’ Day.

Halloween traditions, of dressing 
up with costumes and masks and 
carving faces into turnips to make 
lanterns, are rooted in Celtic customs. 
The ancient Celts divided the year 
into two parts - summer and winter. 
It was believed that October 31 was 
the last day of summer, ‘Samhain’ 
and, on this night when the seasons 
changed, that the curtain which 
separated the living and dead was 

very thin. Therefore, spirits could 
rise up and roam the earth on that 
night. The Celts thought that if they 
dressed like the spirits and carried 
eerie lanterns, they would fool the 
wandering spirits into thinking that 
they were spirits too, so they would 
come to no harm. However, we must 
always be careful not to invite the 
spirits of darkness into our lives. 
Therefore, praying for the dead and 
praying to the saints is the most 
helpful way to celebrate these days.

 In celebrating Halloween this year, 
let’s remind ourselves of its true good 
meaning and pray that someday we 
also will be saints in Heaven.

The Year of Prayer
Angelus: The ‘YOUCAT for Kids’ 

tells us about the ‘Angelus’ and how 
we should say this prayer (Q152). It 
teaches that the ‘Angelus’ comes from 
the Latin word ‘angel’ and is made 
up of three texts from scripture. 
Each of these texts is followed by one 
‘Hail Mary’. This prayer of joy tells us 
that God became man and came to 
live among us. The Angelus is prayed 
at six in the morning, at 12 noon and 
at six in the evening. In many towns, 
the church bells are rung. This is to 
remind people to stop whatever they 
are doing and pray the ‘Angelus’.

Rosary: The ‘YOUCAT for Kids’ 
explains that the Rosary is a prayer 
in which we meditate on the whole 
life of Jesus together with Mary 
(Q153) and how we should pray the 
Rosary (Q154). It explains how to 
take the Rosary beads in hand, to 
start at the crucifix and then move 
from bead-to-bead, praying as we 
go. Saint Pope John Paul II said that 
the Rosary was his favourite prayer. 
He encouraged everyone to pray it 
because it brings the most important 
parts of Jesus’ life to our minds.

Children’s Catechism Club - C3
by Veronica Harley
 HELLO children. Welcome to the month of October. This month 
is dedicated to Our Lady of the Rosary. October 7 is the Feast of 
Our Lady of the Rosary. The Rosary is a beautiful prayer which 
tells us the story of Jesus’ life in four parts: the Joyful Mysteries, 
the Sorrowful Mysteries, the Luminous Mysteries and the 
Glorious Mysteries. Every time we pray the Rosary, we should 
focus on Jesus’ life and remember a special intention that we 
want to pray for.

Quiz Answers: 1, 4.5; 2, Mayo; 3, The Taj Mahal; 4, Simon and Garfunkel; Jeff Bridges; 6, Kamala Harris; 7, 2016; 8, David Moyes; 9, A submarine; 10, 
Bangladesh; 11, Bob Mortimer and Paul Whitehouse; 12, Richard III; 13, Pot Black; 14, 2006; 15, Al Gore; 16, The Bay of Biscay; 17, Almond; 18, Chief of Police; 
19, 4; 20, Ottowa; 21, West Bromwich Albion; 22, Edward (Teddy); 23, Andrew Sachs; 24, The Cutty Sark; 25, Fairyhouse.

Quiz Time with Lawrence

1.	� In the UK measurement system, how many litres are 
there in a gallon?

2.	� In which Irish county is the village (and Shrine) of 
Knock located?

3.	� What iconic structure was built by Mujal Emperor Shah 
Jahan in memory of his late wife?

4.	� What musical group re-formed to play in front of an 
estimated half-a-million people in New York's Central 
Park in 1981?

5.	� Who played ‘The Dude’ in the 1998 comedy movie, ‘The 
Big Lebowski’?

6.	� What global political leader has the middle name 
‘Devi’?

7.	 In what year did the UK vote to leave the EU?
8.	� Who became manager of Manchester United 

immediately after Alex Ferguson?
9.	� In the 1990 film, ‘The Hunt for Red October’, who or 

what is Red October?
10.	�The national flag of what country features a plain red 

circle on a plain green background?
11.	� Name the two TV comedians who have combined to 

create the show ‘Gone Fishing With....’?
12.	�Which William Shakespeare play opens with the line 

‘Now is the winter of our discontent...’?
13.	�What was the first snooker programme to be televised 

in colour on terrestrial TV?
14.	�In what year did Belfast City airport adopt the ‘George 

Best’ prefix?
15.	�Who was US Vice-President to Bill Clinton during his 

eight years in office?
16.	�What body of water flows from the western coast of 

France to the border with Spain?
17.	� What type of nut is used in ground form to make 

marzipan?
18.	�What is the fictional job of Clancy Wiggum in ‘The 

Simpsons’?
19.	�How many ‘chambers’ are there in a human heart?
20.	What is the capital city of Canada?
21.	�Which English football club plays their home games at 

‘The Hawthorns’?
22.	�Who was the youngest of the nine Kennedy children 

who were such a dominant force in 20th century US 
politics? 

23.	�Who played the role of waiter ‘Manuel’ in the TV show 
‘Fawlty Towers’?

24.	�Name the ship that was docked in Greenwich Village in 
London and went on fire in 2007?

25.	�At what horse-racing course is the Irish Grand National 
run each year?
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Let Your Light Shine!
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Our Lady of Lourdes Pray for Us - St. Bernadette Pray for Us

Derry Diocesan Programme
Sunday 13th October

2.00pm: Ceremony of Welcome
3.00pm: Rosary
4.00pm: Rosary
5.00pm: Rosary

6.00pm: Rosary & Devotions
7.00pm: Mass

9.00pm: Candlelight Procession
Confessions: 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Monday 14th October

8.00am: Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes
10.00am: Mass of St. Bernadette
12.00 noon: Angelus & Rosary

2.00pm: Rosary
3.00pm: Divine Mercy Chaplet

4.00pm: Rosary
5.00pm: Stations of the Cross

6.00pm: Rosary
7.30pm: Mass of the Immaculate Conception

9.00pm: Holy Hour
Confessions: 11.00am - 7.00pm


